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PUBLIC NOTICE
ORANGE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 104-2011

ADOPTED: April  19,  2011

NOTICE OF 
CONTRACT AWARD

The Ci ty  of  Orange Township,  New
Jersey, has awarded a contract  wi thout
compet i t ive bidding as a Professional
Serv ice (or  ext raordinary,  unspeci f i -
ab le  serv ice)  pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .
40A: 11-5 (1)(A).  This contract  and the
reso lu t ion  a re  ava i lab le  fo r  pub l i c
inspect ion in the Off ice of  the Munici-
pal  Clerk.

Awarded: Keller & Kirkpatrick, Inc.

Service: For addit ional engineering
services for the 2009 CDBG Road-
way Improvements to Ogden Street
(Between Reynolds St-Central  Ave)
and Chapman Street  (Between S.
Center St-Hickory St)

Term: N/A

Amount: $4,750.00

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk
E277952 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($12.60)

ORANGE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 105-2011

ADOPTED: April  19,  2011

NOTICE OF 
CONTRACT AWARD

The Ci ty  of  Orange Township,  New
Jersey, has awarded a contract  wi thout
compet i t ive bidding as a Professional
Serv ice (or  ext raordinary,  unspeci f i -
ab le  serv ice)  pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .
40A: 11-5 (1)(A).  This contract  and the
reso lu t ion  a re  ava i lab le  fo r  pub l i c
inspect ion in the Off ice of  the Munici-
pal  Clerk.

Awarded: Maverick Building Ser-
vices

Service: Contract award for Janito-
rial  Services and supplying al l  paper
products  to  the Pol lh i l l  Law and
Justice Complex.

Term: June 15, 2011 -  June 14, 2012

Amount: $37,638.00

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk
E277951 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($12.24)

ORANGE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 107-2011

ADOPTED: April  19,  2011

NOTICE OF 
CONTRACT AWARD

The Ci ty  of  Orange Township,  New
Jersey, has awarded a contract  wi thout
compet i t ive bidding as a Professional
Serv ice (or  ext raordinary,  unspeci f i -
ab le  serv ice)  pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .
40A: 11-5 (1)(A).  This contract  and the
reso lu t ion  a re  ava i lab le  fo r  pub l i c
inspect ion in the Off ice of  the Munici-
pal  Clerk.

Awarded: Lerch, Vinci & Higgins,
LLP

Service: As Budget  and f inancia l
Consultant to assist the City in the
reversion to a calendar f iscal year.

Term: N/A

Amount: $20,000.00

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk
E277950 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($11.88)

ORANGE

CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP
REQUEST FOR

QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES -

MUNICIPAL AUDITOR

Please be advised the Ci ty of  Orange
Township wi l l  accept qual i f icat ions and
proposals for  Municipal  Audi tor.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Qual i f icat ions/Proposal  cr i ter ia can be
obtained at  ht tp: / /www.ci .orange.nj .us
from the homepage, go to Bids,  RFPs,
RFQs.  Document can also be obtained
via fax by cal l ing 973-266-4010.  Qual-
i f icat ions/Proposals wi l l  be accepted
up unt i l  12 noon, Monday, May 9,  2011
at the Off ice of  the Business Adminis-
t rator,  29 N. Day Street,  Orange, NJ
07050.  Al l  proposals must be in a
sea led  enve lope ,  c lear ly  marked
“Response to Request for  Qual i f ica-
t ions/Proposals -  Municipal  Audi tor” .
E277939 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($9.36)

ORANGE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 99-2011

ADOPTED: April  19,  2011

NOTICE OF 
CONTRACT AWARD

The Ci ty  of  Orange Township,  New
Jersey, has awarded a contract  wi thout
compet i t ive bidding as a Professional
Serv ice (or  ext raordinary,  unspeci f i -
ab le  serv ice)  pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .
40A: 11-5 (1)(A).  This contract  and the
reso lu t ion  a re  ava i lab le  fo r  pub l i c
inspect ion in the Off ice of  the Munici-
pal  Clerk.

Awarded: John H. Watson, Jr. ,  Esq.

Service: To handle confl ict  Work-
ers’ Compensation Matters

Term: N/A

Amount: $10,000.00

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk
E277953 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($11.16)

ORANGE

RESOLUTION NUMBER 98-2011

ADOPTED: April  19,  2011

NOTICE OF 
CONTRACT AWARD

The Ci ty  of  Orange Township,  New
Jersey, has awarded a contract  wi thout
compet i t ive bidding as a Professional
Serv ice (or  ext raordinary,  unspeci f i -
ab le  serv ice)  pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .
40A: 11-5 (1)(A).  This contract  and the
reso lu t ion  a re  ava i lab le  fo r  pub l i c
inspect ion in the Off ice of  the Munici-
pal  Clerk.

Awarded: Sybil  M. Elias, Esq.

Service: Chief Judge of the Orange
Municipal Court

Term: Three year term

Amount:  N/A

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk
E277954 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($11.16)

ORANGE

LEGAL NOTICE

THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
#7-2011 Ent i t led
An ordinance to amend Chapter 88
of the Code of the City of Orange
Township entit led “Fees.”

The above Ordinance was introduced
on March 15, 2011 and adopted by the
Ci ty Counci l  of  the Ci ty  of  Orange
Townsh ip  on  Apr i l  19 ,  2011 and
approved by the Mayor of  the Ci ty of
Orange Township on Apr i l  25,  2011.

Dwight Mitchel ,  RMC
Municipal  Clerk
E277996 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($8.28)

ORANGE

CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

LANDSCAPING SERVICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS is  hereby given
that sealed Bids are invi ted and wi l l  be
received as set  for th herein.
OWNER :  Ci ty of  Orange, Essex Coun-
ty,  New Jersey
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PRO-
JECT: Landscaping Service.
ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING BIDS:

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of  Orange, Ci ty Hal l ,  29 North Day
Street,  Department of  Publ ic Work  &
Engineer ing (Conference Room), 3rd
Floor,  Orange, NJ 07050.
EXAMINATION OF CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS:
Contract  Documents may be examined
Monday through Fr iday,  except legal
hol iday,  f rom 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, at
the Off ice of  Publ ic Works and Engi-
neer ing,  Room 304, Ci ty Hal l ,  29 North
Day Street,  Orange, New Jersey 07050
OBTAINING CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS:
Contract  Documents may be obtained
only f rom the Department of  Publ ic
Works and Engineer ing and hours set
for th above upon payment of  Fi fty Dol-
lars ($50.00) by cash, check or money
order payable to the Ci ty of  Orange
Townsh ip .   PAYMENT MUST BE
RECEIVED PRIOR TO OBTAINING
SAID SPECIFICATIONS, EITHER BY
MAIL OR IN PERSON .  No refunds wil l
be made.
BID SECURITY:
Bid Secur i ty is required in an amount
of  not  less than ten percent (10%) of
the total  amount of  the Bid,  but  not  in
excess of  Twenty Thousand Dol lars
($20,000.00) as set  for th in for th in
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21. 
CONSENT OF SURETY:
Cert i f icate f rom a Surety Company is
requ i red  ind ica t ing  consent  to  be
bound as surety and guarantor for  per-
formance required under the Contract
Documents.
BID SUBMISSION PROCEDURES:
Bids must be submit ted on the Bid
Form contained in the contract  docu-
ments  and  must  be  enc losed  in  a
sealed envelope plainly marked on the
outside wi th the name of project  and
the name and address of  the bidder.
The B id  must  be  de l i ve red  to  the
Owner  pr io r  to  B id  open ing a t  the
above address for  submit t ing.   Bids
wi l l  not  be accepted after  Fr iday,  May
6, 2011.
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION:
Bidders are required to be registered
by the New Jersey Department of
Labor at the t ime bids wi l l  be received
by the Project  Owner pursuant to the
Publ ic Works Contractor Registrat ion
Act (P.L.  2003, c.  91,  N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.51).  Effect ive September 1,  2004,
Bidders are also required to be regis-
tered by the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue at
the t ime bids wi l l  be received by the
Project  owner pursuant to the Busi-
ness Registrat ion Act (P.L.  2004, c.57,
N.J.S.A. 52:32-44).
PUBLIC BID OPENING AND READ-
ING:
Date:  Fr iday,  May 6,  2011
Time: 10:00 A.M.
P lace :  C i ty  o f  Orange Townsh ip ,
Department of  Publ ic Works & Engi-
neer ing (Conference Room), 3rd Floor,
29 North Day Street,  Orange, N.J.
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS:
Bidders are required to comply wi th
appl icable statutory requirements set
fo r th  in  the  Cont rac t  Documents
including the requirements of  N.J.S.A.
10:5-31, et  seq. & N.J.A.C. 17:27-1.1,
et  seq. Aff i rmat ive Act ion and of  P.L.
1963, c.  150 (Prevai l ing Wage) and
Americans with Disabi l i t ies Act of  1990
(42 U.S.C. 12101, et  seq.) .  Bidders
are also required to provide a Busi-
ness Ent i ty Disclosure Cert i f icat ion as
set for th in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8.   In
add i t ion ,  e f fec t i ve  Augus t  1 ,  2005,
c.67 author ized a new form of change
order cal led “Value Engineer ing Con-
struct ion Change Orders” for  certain
construct ion contracts.   Please review
these speci f icat ions to  determine i f
th is bid wi l l  involve th is new form of
change order.   The contract  is  gov-
erned by the Davis-Bacon Act.  Accord-
ingly,  the Contractor must abide by the
provis ions of  the Federal  Labor stan-
dards,  which are included as part  of
the condi t ions of  the Contract .   Bid-
ders are also required to comply wi th
other provis ions of  Law including, but
l imi ted to,  the requirements of :

• N.J.S.A. 52-25-24.2 (P.L.  1977, c.33,
Disclosure of  Ownership)
• N.J.S.A. 52:32-44 (P.L.  2004, c.57,
Business Registrat ion)
• N.J.S.A. 34.11-56.25, et  seq. (P.L.
1963, c.  150, Prevai l ing Wages)
• N.J.S.A. 34.11-56.48 (Publ ic Works
Contractor Registrat ion)
REJECTION OF BIDS:
The City of  Orange reserves the r ight
to reject  any or al l  Bids,  or  to waive
any Bid defect  where such defect  is
not detr imental  to the best interest  of
the Ci ty of  Orange and fairness of  the
bidding process and where such defect
is not considered to be mater ia l  in
nature.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The cont ract ing un i t  pursuant  to

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-32 reserves the r ight
to reject  a bid at  any t ime pr ior  to the
actual  award of  the contract  where the
circumstances of  the prospect ive bid-
der has changed subsequent to the
qual i f icat ion and classi f icat ion of  the
b idder  which in  the op in ion o f  the
awarding uni t  would adversely affect
the responsibi l i ty  of  the bidder.

BY THE ORDER OF THE CITY OF
ORANGE,  ESSEX COUNTY,  NEW
JERSEY

Eldr idge Hawkins,  Jr.
Mayor 

Amel ia Ar lene Kemp, 
P.E.,  P.P.,  CME 

Director of  Publ ic Works
Municipal  Engineer

(973) 266-4030
E277945 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($56.52)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the fol-
lowing Ordinance was Introduced
and passed on First Reading at a
meeting of the City Council  of the
City of Orange Township, New Jer-
sey held on Tuesday, Apri l  19,  2011,
7:00 P.M.,  and that said Ordinance
wil l  be further considered on Sec-
ond Reading and Final Passage at
the  Regular  Meet ing of  the  Ci ty
Council  of the City of Orange Town-
ship to be held on Tuesday, May 17,
2011 at 7:00 P.M.,  in the Council
Chambers, City Hall ,  29 North Day
Street,  Orange,  New Jersey at which
time and place al l  persons who may
be interested therein wil l  be given
an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing same.
CITY COUNCIL

The City of Orange Township, 
New Jersey 

DATE
NUMBER 17-2011

TITLE:
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE LIN-
COLN AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN

WHEREAS, the Municipal  Counci l  of
the Ci ty of  Orange Township passed
Reso lu t ion  11-2010 au thor iz ing  the
City of  Orange Planning Board to con-
duc t  a  p re l im inary  inves t iga t ion  to
determine i f  595 Lincoln Avenue (Block
6303, Lot 7)  met the cr i ter ia of  New
Jersey ’s  Loca l  Redeve lopment  and
Hous ing  Law (LRHL) ,  N .J .S .A .
40A:12A-1 et  seq.,  for  designat ion as
an area in  need of  redevelopment ;
and,

WHEREAS, on September 22, 2010,
upon hear ing professional  test imony
and based on considerat ion of  a l l  evi-
dence presented, the Orange Planning
Board found the 595 Lincoln Avenue
Study Area as an area in need or rede-
velopment;  and,

WHEREAS ,  The Munic ipa l  Counci l
accepted the Planning Board’s recom-
mendat ion and passed Resolut ion 302-
2010 which states that  595 Lincoln
Avenue meets the cr i ter ia establ ished
by N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5.a,  b,  c and d for
designat ion of  an area in need of  rede-
velopment;  and,

WHEREAS, a publ ic hear ing on the
proposed 595 Lincoln Avenue Rede-
velopment  Plan (LAP) was held on
March 9,  2011 where the Orange Plan-
ning Board endorsed the contents of
the  P lan  and  recommended to  the
Munic ipa l  Counci l  that  the Plan be
adopted, as presented: 

NOW, BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED
by the Municipal  Counci l  of  the Ci ty of
Orange Township that :

1.   The Lincoln Avenue Redevelopment
Plan (LAP) be adopted in the form
attached hereto.
2.   The Plan shal l  supercede appl ica-
ble provis ions of  the Ci ty of  Orange
Development Regulat ions Ordinance.
3.   The ordinance shal l  become effec-
t ive immediately
ADOPTED:  Apr i l  19,  2011
Dwight Mitchel l
Munic ipal  Clerk

Hassan Abdul-Rasheed 
Counci l  President

Approved:
Eldr idge Hawkins,  Jr.  
Mayor 
Purpose: Establ ish cr i ter ia for  redevel-
opment of  a vacant property 
Financial  Impact:   Enhanced value of  a
municipal ly owned property
ORDINANCE NO. 17-2011
REGULAR MEETING - 4/19/2011
INTRODUCTION - FIRST READING
MOTION TO ADOPT:  Corbitt

PUBLIC NOTICE
SECOND:  Wil l iams
YEAS:  Corbitt ,  Eason, Jones-Bell ,
Marable,  Morton, Wil l iams & Council
Pres. Abdul-Rasheed
NAYS:  None
ABSTENTIONS:  None
ABSENCES:  None
REGULAR MEETING- 5/17/2011
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEAR-
ING MAY 17, 2011

Because of the voluminous amount
of back-up materials, the ordinance
can be reviewed in i t ’s entirety in
the  Munic ipa l  C lerk ’s  Of f ice  3rd
Floor,  room#303 between the hours
of 8:30 AM-4:30PM.

By order of the City Council  of the
City of Orange Township, New Jer-
sey, a copy of this ordinance has
been posted on the bulletin board in
City Hall ,  29 North Day Street,  City
of  Orange Township,  New Jersey.
Addit ional copies are available in
the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk

E277965 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($43.92)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the fol-
lowing Ordinance was Introduced
and passed on First Reading at a
meeting of the City Council  of the
City of Orange Township, New Jer-
sey held on Tuesday, Apri l  19,  2011,
7:00 P.M.,  and that said Ordinance
wil l  be further considered on Sec-
ond Reading and Final Passage at
the  Regular  Meet ing of  the  Ci ty
Council  of the City of Orange Town-
ship to be held on Tuesday, May 17,
2011 at 7:00 P.M.,  in the Council
Chambers, City Hall ,  29 North Day
Street,  Orange,  New Jersey at which
time and place al l  persons who may
be interested therein wil l  be given
an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing same.
CITY COUNCIL

The City of Orange Township, 
New Jersey 

DATE
NUMBER 16-2011

TITLE:
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A
SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE
FOR THE ORANGE PLANNING
BOARD AND ORANGE BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq.

WHEREAS,  the  Orange P lann ing
Board was establ ished pursuant to PL
1975, c.291; and,

WHEREAS, major and minor s i te plan
review provis ions set  for th in Chapter
210 of  the Ci ty of  Orange Township
Development  Regula t ions Ord inance
are  in tended to  p ro tec t  the  pub l i c
heal th and safety,  promote the general
wel fare of  the community;  and,

WHEREAS, The City of  Orange Town-
ship promotes sound planning, smart
growth pr inciples;  and, 

WHEREAS, the Ci ty acknowledges
the often complex nature of  the major
and minor s i te plan review process
required of  a major i ty of  new construc-
t ion and substant ia l  renovat ion and
redevelopment projects wi th in the Ci ty
of  Orange Township

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the City of  Orange Township that  revi-
s ions to Chapter 210, Sect ion 9 be
amended to  inc lude prov is ions that
establ ish a Si te Plan Review Commit-
tee  u t i l i z ing  the  fo l low ing  amend-
ments:

§ 210-9.12   Si te Plan Review Adviso-
ry Board 

Establ ishment;  membership.   
There is hereby establ ished a Si te

Plan Review Commit tee consist ing of
the fo l lowing members as hereinafter
provided:

A.  Two Class IV members of  the Plan-
ning Board to be appointed by the
Chairperson of  the Planning Board.
B.  Class I I I  members of  the Planning
Board.
C.  One member of  the Zoning Board
of Adjustment to be appointed by the
Chairperson of  the Zoning Board of
Adjustment.
D.  Consul t ing Engineer for  both Plan-
ning and Zoning Boards.
E.  Pr incipal  Planner for  the Ci ty of
Orange Township who wi l l  a lso serve
as Secretary.
F.   Zoning Off icer.
G.  One al ternate Class IV member of
the Planning Board to be appointed by
the Chairperson of  the Planning Board
and serve only in the absence of  e i ther

PUBLIC NOTICE
a Class I I I  or  IV member of  the Plan-
ning Board.

210-9.13   Term.  
The term of  a l l  members shal l  be for

one year,  running from January 1 of
the year of  their  respect ive appoint-
ments.  In the case of  Ci ty of  Orange
Township off ic ia ls ,  thei r  terms shal l
run concurrent ly wi th the off ic ia l  posi-
t ion.

210-9.14   Organizat ion.  
One of  the Class IV members of  the

Planning Board shal l  serve as Chair-
person of  the Si te Plan Review Com-
mi t tee and shal l  be e lected at  the
annual  organ izat ion  meet ing o f  the
commit tee.

§ 210-9.15 Dut ies.  
The Si te Plan Review Commit tee

shal l  have the fo l lowing dut ies:

A. To acquaint  the appl icant wi th the
substant ive and procedura l  requ i re-
ments of  th is chapter.
B. To provide for  an exchange of  infor-
mat ion regarding the proposed devel-
opment plan and appl icable elements
of the master plan, th is chapter and
other development requirements.
C. To advise the appl icant of  any pub-
l ic  sources of  informat ion that  may aid
the appl icat ion.
D. To otherwise ident i fy pol ic ies and
regulat ions that  create opportuni t ies
or pose signi f icant constraints for  the
proposed development.
E. To review any proposed concept
p lans and consider  opportuni t ies to
inc rease  deve lopment  benef i ts  and
mi t iga te  undes i rab le  p ro jec t  conse-
quences.
F.  To permit  input  into the general
design of  the project .
G. To assist  in determining the com-
pleteness of  an appl icat ion.
H.  To so l ic i t  and rev iew comments
from Orange off ic ia ls and agencies.
I .  To approve change of  use appl ica-
t ions ,  p rov ided  tha t  the  p roposed
change of  use is exempt f rom si te plan
requirements but otherwise to act  only
in an advisory capaci ty wi th no power
to approve, deny or modify any port ion
of any other type of  appl icat ion for
development.
J.  To informal ly review any appl icat ion
for development,  except for  var iances
pursuant  to  N.J .S .A .  40 :55D-70(d) .
However,  the commit tee may review
those port ions of  a use var iance appl i -
cat ion involv ing subdiv is ion,  s i te plan
and design only,  at  the request of  the
app l i can t  o r  the  Zon ing  Board  o f
Adjustment.
K. To review minor s i te plan appl ica-
t ions and make wri t ten recommenda-
t ions to the Planning Board regarding
formal act ion on such appl icat ions.

§ 210-9.16 Meet ings.  
The Si te Plan Review Commit tee

shal l  schedule regular meet ings not
less often than once a month,  and any
meet ing so scheduled shal l  be held as
scheduled unless canceled for lack of
appl icat ions to review. Special  meet-
ings may be held wi th the consent of  a
major i ty of  the members of  the Si te
Plan Review Commit tee.  

Dwight Mitchel l ,  
Munic ipal  Clerk

Hassan Abdul-Rasheed,
Counci l  President

Eldr idge Hawkins,  Jr. ,  Mayor
Fiscal  Impact:  Reduce costs incurred
by  bo th  the  Townsh ip  and
developers/ investors
Purpose: Promote publ ic/pr ivate sec-
tor cooperat ion and understanding
ORDINANCE NO. 16-2011
REGULAR MEETING - 4/19/2011
INTRODUCTION - FIRST READING
MOTION TO ADOPT:  Corbitt
SECOND:  Wil l iams
YEAS:  Corbitt ,  Eason, Jones-Bell ,
Marable,  Morton, Wil l iams & Council
Pres. Abdul-Rasheed
NAYS:  None
ABSTENTIONS:  None
ABSENCES:  None
REGULAR MEETING- 5/17/2011
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEAR-
ING MAY 17, 2011

By order of the City Council  of the
City of Orange Township, New Jer-
sey, a copy of this ordinance has
been posted on the bulletin board in
City Hall ,  29 North Day Street,  City
of  Orange Township,  New Jersey.
Addit ional copies are available in
the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

Dwight Mitchell ,  RMC
Municipal Clerk

E277994 OTR Apri l  28,  2011 ($74.88)

City Council now considering a change
to a calendar year for its fiscal schedule

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The Orange City Council, on the verge of
adopting a budget for SFY 2011, is also consid-
ering changing the budget process by convert-
ing from a fiscal-year budget to a calendar-year
budget schedule. 

At the April 19 meeting, the council
approved two resolutions that will set the stage
for the city to change its budget schedule. This
means that, when it comes to the 2012 munici-
pal budget, instead of using the state fiscal year
that runs from July 1 to June 30, the city will
begin using a calendar year that runs from Jan.
1 to Dec. 31. The latter was the standard used in
the city prior to changes in the late 1980s and
early 1990s.

“A lot of municipalities switched to a fiscal-
year schedule back in the days of Gov. Jim Flo-
rio because it allowed them to align their budg-
et process with the state’s budget process so
that when the state struck their budget you
would know, at the local level, what kind of
state aid you would be getting,” said Irvington
Municipal Council President John Sowell. 

“Not everyone switched to the fiscal year
standard and Newark was one of the cities that
didn’t. There’s no longer that rich uncle in
Trenton who would bail us out when we need-
ed money, so we’re going to be switching back
to a calendar-year schedule too,” he added.

East Orange has already switched from
the fiscal year to the calendar-year schedule
standard, and Orange appears to be on the

brink of making the same move.
“We have to have an interim budget that has

to be passed in advance of July 1,” said Orange
City Council Vice President Edward Marable.
“We did enter into an agreement with the
accounting firm of Lerch, Vinci, and Higgins
LLP, the same firm as the gentleman who is act-
ing as our budget consultant at last week’s
meeting to begin the process of making the
change to the calendar year schedule. He’s
going to do that and we have to petition the
state in writing and in person.” 

Marable said Dieter Lerch, the council’s
budget advisor, will represent the city and its
application to move to a calendar year. He
hopes to be in Trenton when the application is
presented and expects Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. and other members of the administration to
be there too. 

“It’s not a separate issue that concerns either
the council or the mayor; it concerns everyone,”
Marable said. “Last week we passed two reso-
lutions, one to hire Lurch’s firm and the other to
make application to the state to switch back to
the calendar year schedule. One of the benefits
of moving back to using the calendar year is
that we might be eligible for a one-time-only
increase in state aid for the six months in
between the time it takes us to move from the
fiscal-year standard to the calendar-year stan-
dard.”

In order for Orange to make the switch,
Marable, Lurch and others, like business
administrator John Mason and Bruce Meyer, a

member of the Citizens Budget Advisory Com-
mittee, have said the council and the adminis-
tration would have to pass a temporary, six-
month budget from July 1 to Dec. 31 after the
current financial year ends on June 30. This six-
month budget would act as a bridge for the city
as it makes the transition between budget
schedules.

“This is something that I have recommended
for three years,” Meyer said. “It aligns our budg-
et calendar with our tax calendar and makes
things easier to understand when it comes to our
tax bills. The only reason that it was switched to
a fiscal year was to align with state aid so that
you could see how much money was there when
you were putting together the budget. In the old
days, we basically existed on state money from
a slush fund. It makes sense to go back to a cal-
endar-year schedule because it’s a more eco-
nomical and beneficial way to do things.” 

Mason said he agrees with East Orange 5th
Ward Councilman Lonnie P. Hughes who said
that it made sense to change back to the calen-
dar-year schedule once Gov. Chris Christie cut
the  funding available to municipalities. 

“We have an Orange City Council meeting
on May 3 where there will be a public hearing
on an ordinance to go back to the calendar year
budget schedule,” Mason said. “It makes it a lot
easier for residents to look at their tax bills and
see how it supports the annual budget informa-
tion. When you change to the calendar year all
the tax bills will relate to the budget for that cal-
endar year.”

New chief judge sworn in for Orange court
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
In a ceremony held at the

Orange Courthouse on April 20,
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. swore
in Municipal Court Judge Sybil
Elias as the city’s new chief judge
of the Orange Municipal Court.
Elias fills the vacancy created by
the retirement of former Chief
Judge Eric Pennington. 

“Our screening committee
searched for a new chief judge
who would be experienced and
excellent as a judge: fair and tough
on crime and criminals,” Hawkins
said. “Judge Sybil Elias best met
those criteria. Our municipal court
is a critical partner with the
Orange Police Department and the
citizens of Orange in working to
make our city safer.” 

Hawkins said that Elias’
appointment was made under
Orange’s Call to Service initiative,
instituted by his administration.
According to Hawkins, a total of
15 candidates were considered
before Elias was appointed. The
candidates were interviewed by a
screening committee comprised of
himself, City Attorney Marvin
Braker, Business Administrator
John Mason, and Police Capt.
Kevin Sooy.

Hawkins said the selection
committee reviewed the opera-
tions of the court and considered
the qualifications and relative
experience of all the candidates
during a two-month process. 

Braker wrote the committee’s
final report, stating that Elias had a
“clear and cogent plan on how to

enhance and develop our court.” 
According to the report, Elias’

“awareness of the problems facing
our city, her sensitivity to people,
and her clear understanding of
where our court needs to be as it
moves into the future, are excep-
tional.”  

“Many people have pointed out
to me that when criminals are
arrested and convicted, they are
too often back on our streets in
short order,” Hawkins said. “I also
get complaints that our courts
are not serious enough about qual-
ity-of-life crimes, such as prostitu-
tion, loitering and graffiti. Judge
Elias represents the judicial excel-
lence that the people of Orange
expect.”

An attorney with a private prac-
tice in Newark, Elias has served as

a municipal court judge in East
Orange since 2003. She was a
municipal court judge in Irvington
from 2005 to 2009, and served as a
visiting judge in Newark since
2005. 

Prior to her judgeships, Elias
served as an assistant prosecutor in
the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office, and as a law clerk in the
Family and Criminal Superior
Courts.  

She holds a juris doctorate from
George Washington University
Law School and a B.A. from Rut-
gers University, where she graduat-
ed with honors. 

While in law school, she
received a Certification in Interna-
tional Human Rights Law from
Oxford University in England.

N.Y. Giants defensive tackle Barry Cofield speaks
to students at Oakwood Avenue School about
making healthy choices in their diet. The player
made the visit after the students had won a
statewide contest which gauged increases in the
participation rate in the school-lunch program.

Football player visits
Oakwood classrooms

In March, N.J. schools were challenged by the American Dairy
Association and Dairy Council and the NFL to eat healthy by par-
ticipating in the school meals program and by getting more calcium-
rich dairy products in their diet.   

Oakwood Avenue Elementary School in Orange had the highest
increase in school lunch participation, and as a result, earned an
appearance by NFL player Barry Cofield, a defensive tackle for the
New York Giants. Cofield appeared at the school on April 19 and
spoke to them in their classrooms about the benefits of healthy eat-
ing. The player spent about an hour in the school.

In addition, the students were rewarded with a schoolwide pizza
party for their success.

The American Dairy Association and Dairy Council and the NFL
co-sponsor the Fuel Up to Play 60 program to promote nutrition edu-
cation and increased physical fitness to students as a way of pre-
venting growing rates of childhood obesity.

Mayor said the selection will benefit the city and its residents


