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YWCA has plenty
of senior activities

Senior residents who want
to keep active can join friends
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
the YWCA of Essex and West
Hudson.

• The Arthritis Foundation
presents an exercise class to
help seniors with mobility and
flexibility on both days at 10
a.m. There is a per-class fee.

• St. Michael’s Hospital has
a heart health program on the
second and third Thursdays of
each month at 11:30 a.m.

The YWCA is at Main Street
and Lincoln Avenue. For more
information, contact the office
at 973-674-8600.

Nonprofits can list
on new website

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages
on the Orange Transcript’s new
website, orangenjnavigtor.com,
which can provide text, video
and audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail
hurt@mytownnavigator.com

Library space
for local events

Officials at the Orange Pub-
lic Library have announced its
facilities are available for com-
munity groups which have
book clubs.

The library’s meeting room
can be used as well for other
events, said officials. 

Call 973-673-0153 for more
information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to eorecord
@yahoo.com.

For additional information,
contact John Zucal, managing
editor, at 908-686-7700, ext.
115.

Council has voted to approve
budget: Is passage in sight?

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The City Council voted to approve the final
amended version of the State Fiscal Year 2011
Orange municipal budget at its April 5 meeting. 

That means the way is now clear for the council to
finally approve a municipal budget for SFY 2011 even
though there is only a little more than two months left
before it ends on June 30. According to John Mason,
the city’s business administrator, the final version of
the SFY 2011 budget is $53,051,700.95 with a public
school levy of $853,798.74. 

Mason and other city officials said the final ver-
sion of the budget is also basically the same as the
proposed budget that Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
introduced and sent to the council for its consideration
in January. The amended SFY 2011 budget still con-
tains a 14 percent tax increase that Hawkins said
translates into $701 more from taxpayers than they
paid in 2010. 

Hawkins said that the amount due to be raised
from property taxes for FY2011 is $37.4 million com-
pared to $32.8 million in FY2010 budget. But he said
the city is actually budgeted to spend $3.2 million less
to operate this year. 

“The FY2010 budget totaled $57.3 million,” he
said. “The FY2011 budget is $54.1 million. This
year’s budget spends $3.2 million less than last year.
With layoffs, the municipal property tax levy will
increase by 14.1 percent and this translates into an
increase from last year of $701 for the average tax bill
in Orange.” 

City Council President Hassan Abdul-Rasheed
could not be reached for comment about the amended
budget by press time. Council Vice President Edward
Marable said that he is sure that the council will pass
the final amended budget soon. 

“We did not pass the budget at the last meeting on
April 19,” Marable said. “It was not on the agenda and
we didn’t pass it, but that was about 2 1/2 weeks ago.
We have to wait a proscribed period of time after
approving the amendments to the budget before we
can pass it. Voting on the amendments was at the first
meeting in April. At last Tuesday’s meeting we did not
take any action on the budget.”

Bruce Meyer, a member of the Citizens Budget
Advisory Committee that is appointed by the mayor
and the council, said late budget have become par for
the course in Orange and that is not a good thing. He
said that even though the council is set to finally
approve a budget for SFY 2011 that is almost a moot
point now that the year is almost over. 

“In terms of the budget for this year, we’re so late,
that there’s really nothing that could have been done
to it by the council to control spending anyway,”
Meyer said. “Passing the budget now is really just
about paperwork because you can’t change anything.
Looking at the budget when we finally got it, I did the
same thing that I did two years ago by going through
it line by line to see what we actually spent in each
department, but it had nothing to do with choices. It
came down to the fact that there was ‘x’ amount of
money that was or was not spent, and that’s what peo-
ple called a budget.” 

Meyer said that some city departments came in
with more expenses and spending than others this year
the same way that they did last year and the year
before that. But he said that there was no choice about
the spending or any attempt to limit that spending in
advance by establishing a budget. 

“It was just a matter of seeing what had already
been spent and done and accepting that it is what it
is,” Meyer said. “Hopefully we can do the budget cor-
rectly in the future. Anyone interested in seeing the
CBAC’s final report and recommendations can go
online to the city’s official website at
www.ci.orange.nj.us to see it.” 

Mason said that he can understand and relate to the
frustration expressed by Meyer and other Orange res-
idents and taxpayers. He said that this was the second
budget that he has helped to prepare since he came to
the city to take over as the business administrator after
Jewel Thompson-Chin was ley go by Hawkins, and
the process has not gotten any easier. 

“In terms of the process this was an exceptionally
difficult year to construct a budget because of its
reduction in state aid including Urban Enterprise
Zone funding,” Mason said. “We lost $3 million in
state aid and our pension costs went up 22 percent on
top of the loss in state aid so we started out with a $6
million shortfall. It took some time while we tried to
work with the unions to reach a deal on concessions
and givebacks that would have allowed us to keep
them all on the job, but when that didn’t work out we
had to do a layoff plan.”

Despite all of that, Mason said that the administra-
tion still managed to deliver a budget to the council in
January. And even though that budget was months
late, he said that it represented the best that the admin-
istration could do considering everything that it was
up against. 

“When the costs and expenses are as far out of kil-
ter as they were this year, then it just makes every-
thing harder and more difficult to pass,” he said. 

Gathering promotes
keeping children safe

Standing with Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. are, from
left, Farlem Valencia and Alicia Edmond, employees
of FamilyConnections, who receive on behalf of the
organization the proclamation recognizing Child
Abuse Prevention Month. 

On April 13, FamilyConnections’ Family Success Center of Orange
hosted a Community Workshop in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention
Month. This event offered the community a healthy supper during an
afternoon of educational guest speakers, community representatives, and
resources. The message of the day is that child abuse can be prevented
and our shared community has an important role in making that happen. 

Joining the local families was Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.,
who read an official proclamation honoring the event.

The guest speaker was Peter Herbst, executive director of Hudson
County Child Abuse Prevention Center.  Other representatives attended
from Wynona’s House, Healthy Start Initiative Program, Essex County
Pregnancy and Parenting Connection, and the Jewish Renaissance Med-
ical Center.  

FamilyConnections is a non-profit counseling and family service
agency with more than 30 specialized programs for all ages from infants
to seniors. The agency delivers research-based therapeutic services to
improve the quality of life throughout the community by reducing child
abuse, drug abuse, gang involvement and crime; by increasing social and
coping skills, school success, and employability; and by healing emotion-
al pain and helping individuals and families become strong and inde-
pendent. 

Marable announces he will run for mayor in 2012
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
On Monday, City Council Vice

President Edward Marable official-
ly announced he will be running for
mayor next year in the 2012 munic-
ipal elections. Marable currently
represents the city’s South Ward as
its elected representative to the
Orange City Council. He won re-
election to his second full term as a
councilman last year in the 2010
citywide ward elections. 

When the next citywide election
takes place in 2012, the mayor’s
seat and all three of the at-large
seats on the City Council will be up
for grabs. The last time Marable ran
for mayor, in 2008, he faced stiff
competition from a crowded field
of candidates that included the
eventual winner and current mayor,
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. But, Marable
said he is hoping to avoid a repeat
of that election’s circumstances and
outcome by announcing his candi-
dacy early, almost one year before

the 2012 race. 
Marable made his announce-

ment Monday afternoon by sending
a press release to political website
politickernj.com. He said it seemed
as though the news spread like
wildfire across the city.

“It just really happened this
afternoon,” he said Monday night.
“I was praying about it and I really
came to my decision today. I sent it
to politickernj at 12:15 p.m. and by
about 12:40 p.m. people started
texting me about it. I was shocked.
I was intent on trying to be the first
one to announce so that I could get
ahead of what I expect to be anoth-
er crowded field for the mayor’s
race next year.” 

Marable said he believes being
the first to officially announce his
candidacy will give him a strategic
advantage over his eventual oppo-
nents. Although it is not certain
who else in the city might actually
file the necessary nominating peti-
tions to run for mayor by the estab-

lished deadline, it is almost a sure
bet that Hawkins, 31, and nearing
the end of his first four-year term,
will be one of them. 

Hawkins endorsed Marable in
his last re-election bid for the City
Council, although individuals close

to the councilman’s last campaign
said he did not accept any funding
or monetary support from Hawkins,
as did some of the other 2010 coun-
cil candidates. The fact that
Marable did accept the mayor’s
endorsement may become a stick-
ing point in his upcoming 2012
campaign. 

“I’m sure that the mayor is
aware of it because people around
him and around the city are aware
that I announced my candidacy on
Monday,” Marable said. “I recently
retired and put in my papers after
25 years on Dec. 21. Since then I
have had more free time and intro-
spective time and had a chance to
think things through so that I could
come to this decision.”

In addition to serving as the cur-
rent City Council vice president,
Marable served as the City Council
president from 2009-2010. He said
he intends to run with the campaign
slogan,“Let my people go.”

Marable holds a B.A. in politi-

cal science from Gettysburg Col-
lege and a juris doctorate from
Seton Hall University School of
Law. He said that he is “not big on
campaign promises,” but went on
to say that he “can guarantee
Orange residents a list of changes
that will make a difference. I will
re-prioritize police and fire protec-
tion; end nepotism and patronage
positions in City Hall; prospective-
ly enforce existing residency
requirements for employees; assure
timely financial reporting to the
City Council; coordinate the city’s
available technology; work closely
with local churches and colleges;
and, channel the gifts and talents of
our seniors.” 

“It is no accident that I am the
first candidate to commit to this
race,” Marable said. “While others
are standing around waiting to see
what is going to happen, I propose
an alternative now. Orange resi-
dents are on the verge of losing
hope.”

Edward Marable

Central Playground shooting: arrests, more patrols
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
On Tuesday, city police and officials from the Essex

County Prosecutor’s Office announced they have made head-
way in recent cases, including the shooting incident at Cen-
tral Playground on April 17.

In the aftermath of the shootings that occurred on April 17
between 6:15 and 6:30 p.m. at the Central Playground,
Orange Police said they have stepped up law enforcement in
the vicinity, and have made arrests in connection with other
recent shootings in the neighborhood. 

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., who works as a police offi-
cer in West Orange, said Orange Police Department patrols
in the area have been increased, and more detectives have
been assigned to the investigation in order to protect  chil-
dren in the playground at nearby Orange Preparatory Acade-
my. Hawkins said these efforts have led to good public-safe-
ty results in the vicinity of Central and Lincoln avenues.

“Anyone who commits violence in Orange will find that
they will be arrested and their crime will be swiftly and
severely punished,” Hawkins said on Tuesday. “Our schools
and playgrounds must remain safe and the shooting of chil-
dren in the Central Playground has been answered by a
crackdown on criminals who hang out at the playground or
on the surrounding blocks. I want to thank the officers and
detectives of the Orange Police Department who are man-
ning increased patrols in the area.”

In the wake of the playground shooting, Hawkins and
Police Director John Rappaport said a number of arrests have
been made related to the ongoing investigation. The Depart-
ment is working with the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
to solve the case. 

The following is a summary of recent police activity in
the Central Playground area. Police and city officials said all
the arrests occurred at or around Central Playground, or
involve neighboring Taylor, Chapman and Hickory streets. 

• On April 20, police said detectives Stefanelli, Cassidy,
Imbert and Baptist were on patrol in the Central Playground
area and arrested Tyrell Myricks, 24, for active Orange war-
rants. 

• On April 20, police said officers responded to the near-
by South Center and Taylor streets following  shots fired at
Central Playground.   

“During that investigation, no shell casings were recov-
ered and no bullets. Officers arrested David White, 23, and
Gregory Polhill, 22, for active Orange warrants and an open
Forked River warrant. Both were arrested without incident,
and the investigation is continuing,” Rappaport said. 

• On April 21, police said that Detective Lt. Dunn, along
with detectives Malia, Imbert and Stefanelli, were on patrol
in the area of Scotland Road and Highland Avenue when they
observed a gold Audi, with an out-of-state temporary regis-
tration, disregard a traffic signal. 

“This vehicle also fit the description of a vehicle involved

in a prior shooting incident in East Orange,” Rappaport said.
“It also fit the description of the vehicle used in the April 20
playground shooting. The vehicle was pursued to the area of
23 Harvard St., East Orange, where it crashed into a tree.” 

Rappaport said the driver, later identified as Raphael
Williams, 26, of East Orange, attempted to flee the scene on
foot but was apprehended. 

“Further investigation found that the vehicle was reported
stolen from Newark,” Rappaport said. “Detectives also
recovered a Ruger 9mm semi-automatic handgun loaded
with hollow-point bullets; a Colt Python .357 caliber
revolver fully loaded with hollow-point bullets; a pair of
black gloves; 66 ‘baggies’ of crack cocaine; and three ‘bag-
gies’ of marijuana.” 

• On April 23, police said officers responded to a report of
shots fired in front of 193 Chapman St. At the scene, police
said they found four silver, 9 mm shell casings.

“Lakeeah May was detained for questioning. After Ms.
May refused to cooperate in the investigation, she was arrest-
ed on an outstanding East Orange warrant,” Rappaport said. 

• On April 24 Charles McBee of East Orange was arrest-
ed for the Chapman Street shooting. 

Police said that the investigations into the April 17 shoot-
ing at Central Playground and the other incidents are open
and ongoing. Anyone with information about the cases may
call the Orange Police Department at 973-266-4111 or the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office at 877- 847-7432.


