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Library releases
new schedule

Officials with the Orange
Public Library announced
Wednesday it would change it
operating hours beginning
Monday.

The library, at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue, will
be open Monday through
Thursday from noon to 8 p.m.;
Friday from noon to 6 p.m.;
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Contact the library office at
973-673-0153 about the sched-
ule or other information.

3 dance concerts
feature students

The winter performing and
fine arts season for Orange’s
public schools is nearing com-
pletion with three dance per-
formances during January.

The dates and locations:
• Jan. 14: Students from

Orange High and Rosa Parks
schools will perform.

• Jan. 20: Students from
Orange Preparatory Academy
will be on stage.

• Jan. 27: Heywood Avenue
and Park Avenue students will
perform.

Performances are set for 7
p.m. in the auditorium of the
Orange Preparatory Academy,
Central and Lincoln avenues.

School closing
information

When winter storms come
to the area, the possibility
exists for schools to be closed.
Public notification will be
made through local television
and radio stations:

Radio: WOR-710, WABC-
770, WINS-1010.

Television: News 12 New
Jersey, WNYW-5, WRNN-55.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent to eorecord@yahoo.com.

Hawkins to discuss budget
during a forum on Tuesday

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

As he promised to do after
being questioned about the city
budget and impending employee
layoffs, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. said he will discuss his blue-
print with residents.

Hawkins said he will present a
forum on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in
the City Council chambers inside
City Hall. The mayor said it will
serve as a prelude to the  presen-
tation of his proposed budget to
the council on Jan. 18.

“On Tuesday, Jan. 11, together
with the directors of our city
departments, I will be holding a
public forum on Orange’s budget
for the current fiscal year,” said
Hawkins. “While we will focus
on the budget, we will answer
questions about any issue affect-
ing our city. The budget will be
introduced to the City Council at
their meeting on Jan. 18, the first
meeting after the Jan. 7 deadline
for possible layoffs.”

Hawkins said he will discuss
how his budget will reduce
spending and add revenue in
order to cope with an estimated
$3 million reduction in state-
related aid to Orange.

“The directors will discuss the
strategies of their departments to
operate with fewer employees as
well as the service changes and
reductions forced by the state
cuts,” said Hawkins. “We have
been forced to reduce municipal
employment in a national finan-
cial crisis when most other gov-
ernments and businesses across
America have also been forced to

downsize. You will be able to ask
questions, receive answers, and
express your opinions.”

Hawkins said the forum also is
expected to be broadcast on the
city’s public-access Channel 35.
He added a summary of his pro-
posed budget also would be post-
ed on the city’s website before to
the forum.

By the time Hawkins presents
his budget, the fiscal year will be
6 1/2 months complete. Hawkins
said he believed there was a good
reason to hold the proposed bud-
get’s presentation.

“Ever since last March, when
Gov. Christie announced his cuts
in state aid, Orange residents
have been asking me to fight to
prevent a huge increase in our
property taxes,” said Hawkins. “I

have heard their voices. That’s
why my administration did not
introduce a budget earlier. We
refused to introduce a budget with
a 20 percent tax increase, and we
wanted to do everything possible
to reduce the need for layoffs.”

That’s why, Hawkins said, he
has taken a hard line with the
city’s unions. He has said repeat-
edly that if all city employees
accept a 20-percent reduction in
salary and benefits, the layoffs
scheduled to take effect on Friday
will not be necessary.

Hawkins’ demand, however,
has not been met with enthusiasm
by the employees or their union
leadership. The mayor said the
city cannot afford to maintain the
current status with personnel.

“Layoffs may be necessary to
close our budget gap, but before
they are implemented, I still want
to give our unions every opportu-
nity to agree to salary, work rules,
pension and benefit changes that
could reduce our labor costs with-
out costing jobs,” Hawkins said
Monday.

“We are still in negotiations
with our unions for givebacks to
minimize layoffs,” he continued.
“We are prepared to negotiate up
until the very moment that layoffs
take effect. The new budget,
when introduced, will reflect the
outcome of those negotiations.”

Once the budget is introduced,
Hawkins said he will work with
the council, the Citizens Budget
Advisory Committee and others
in Orange to produce a final tab
that minimizes tax increases and
service reductions.

Eldridge Hawkins Jr.

Claus in the house

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Santa Claus, portrayed by an unidentified student,
gave attendees of December’s winter concert at
Oakwood Avenue School an early visit before his
annual Christmas trip around the planet.

Job fair
provided
for at-risk
workers

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

With a Friday date for the city
administration to lay off 52 munic-
ipal employees and demote 24
more, one City Council member
said he wanted to help ease the pain
of the impending job losses.

Councilman Rayfield Morton
said he organized a job fair, pre-
sented Wednesday in City Hall, for
employees who are on the verge of
losing their jobs in the wake of
budget reductions.

“We have good workers in the
city. It’s not their fault that they are
losing their jobs,” he said. “I got in
touch with this company that has
been working with employees from
other cities, like Newark, who were
laid off and people who are looking
to hire skilled, experienced work-
ers. We decided to hold this job fair
so the employees who have done a
good job in Orange can find work
instead of collecting unemploy-
ment for an extended period of
time.”

Morton said he understood how
hard it may be for people who have
been unemployed for at least a year
to find other jobs. He said he does
not want to see that happen to any
of the Orange workers who are
expected to be released tomorrow.

Morton said information about
approximately 40 positions, from
secretaries to laborers to managers,
were available. He said many of the
available jobs were ideal for some
of the city’s laborers from the
Department of Public Works.

“Some of our people might
qualify for the available positions,“
said Morton. “I don’t have any
problem standing up for other peo-
ple, because if the situation was
reversed I would want somebody to
stand up for me. There’s going to
be pain, but this might alleviate
some of it.”

Morton said he will continue to
help city employees who may be
laid off in their search for new
employment. He suggested those
employees contact him at 862-252-
3933.

Photos Courtesy Orange School District
HOLIDAY CLASSICS — Students from Orange schools participated in winter
music concerts during December, including a contingent from Orange High who
serenaded shoppers at the Livingston Mall and, below, students in Lincoln
Avenue School who took to the stage of their recently reopened building.

Duckett
guilty in
woman’s
murder

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Two-and-a-half years after her
death, prosecutors said justice was
done when guilty verdicts were
returned on the alleged killer of
Monica Paul.

An Essex County jury deliberat-
ed for three days before it found
Kenneth Duckett, 39, of Orange
guilty of murdering Paul on June
26, 2008, in the Montclair YMCA.
Paul was the mother of Duckett’s
two children, now 6 and 13 years
old.

After two more guilty verdicts
were returned on weapons charges,
Superior Court Judge Joseph Cassi-
ni ordered Duckett’s continued
detainment. Katherine Carter, a
spokeswoman for the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office, said Tuesday
that Duckett faces a minimum 30-
year prison sentence when he is
sentenced Feb. 1 by Cassini.

According to prosecutors, short-
ly after the fatal shooting, as dis-
cussed in testimony during the
three-week trial, Duckett and Paul
were reported to have had an argu-
ment as she watched her son swim-
ming. Paul’s daughter sat nearby as
her mother was shot six times by
Duckett.

At the time of the incident, pros-
ecutors said that by approaching
Paul, Duckett had violated a final
restraining order sought by Paul
and granted in October 2007.

Robert Laurino, the acting
Essex County prosecutor, said
while he was satisfied with the ver-
dicts, he was frustrated by the cir-
cumstances which led to Paul’s
death.

“While we believe justice was
done, this remains a very sad case
of a mother who was senselessly
killed in the prime of her life,” said
Laurino.

Duckett was arrested July 8,
2008, in Brooklyn and extradited to
New Jersey. He initially was
ordered held on $1 million bail, an
amount that was increased to $1.32
million by the time the trial began,
said Carter.


