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Summer Fun Guide
This special publication is

intended to provide local infor-
mation to help everyone prepare
for the upcoming season. 

See Inside.

Offices are closed
for Memorial Day

Our offices will be closed
Monday in observance of
Memorial Day. We will reopen
Tuesday at 9 a.m. Deadlines for
the June 2 issue are:

• Legal notices: today, noon
• Display ads: Friday, noon
• Editorial: Friday, noon
• Classifieds: Tuesday, 3 p.m.

Schools out early;
shut Friday, Monday

In an addition to the sched-
ule, students in Orange’s public
schools will be dismissed at
12:30 p.m. today to provide dis-
trict staff with a professional
development day.

Schools will be closed Fri-
day and Monday in observance
of the Memorial Day weekend.

St. Matthew AME
hosts health fair

Residents can learn about a
variety of health concerns next
weekend when St. Matthew
AME Church hosts its annual
health program.

The event, scheduled for 9
a.m. to noon, will feature
screenings for HIV, body mass
and blood pressure. Information
about nutrition, fire safety and
lead levels also will be avail-
able. The church is at 336 Oak-
wood Ave. Contact Robin
Rison-McCoy, event coordina-
tor, at 973-678-1217 for addi-
tional information.

Court orders more school funding
In 3-2 decision, justices grant $500 million to former Abbotts; Orange to gain $7.6 million

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

In a narrow ruling, the state Supreme
Court handed a partial victory to school-
funding advocates who sought to restore
more than $1 billion in aid that was trimmed
for this school year.

The court, in a 3-2 decision, said Tues-
day the state must provide $500 million to
the 31 former Abbott districts which advo-
cates said needed additional funding to pro-
vide an adequate education under the state
Constitution. The amounts range from $91.1
million for Elizabeth to $850,000 for Salem.

The decision was a partial victory in that
attorneys with the Education Law Center,
which has represented the 31 Abbott districts
throughout more than two decades of
school-funding litigation, sought more than
$1 billion for 205 districts which it said
lacked “adequacy” in funding. That amount,
they said, was determined through a formu-
la established in the 2008 School Funding
Reform Act. The law was designed to pro-
vide additional funding to more districts

which were considered “in need.”
The funding the court ordered Gov. Chris

Christie and the Legislature to provide
includes $46.9 million for Newark’s schools,
$8.2 million in East Orange, $7.6 million in
Orange, and $6.1 million in Irvington.

Sharon Krengel, the center’s policy and
outreach coordinator, said the ruling would
ensure all the Abbott districts receive
enough education aid to provide what is con-
sidered a “thorough and efficient” education
under the state Constitution.

The court’s decision followed a report of
Judge Peter Doyne, a  “special master” the
court appointed to accept arguments from
the center’s attorneys and the state. In an odd
twist, the center opposed the funding formu-
la when the court accepted its constitutional-
ity in May 2009; this time the center argued
in favor of the formula. After presentations
to Doyne in February, he recommended to
the court the 205 districts were underfunded
in the 2011 fiscal-year budget.

Attorneys for the state, including former
Supreme Court Justice Peter Verniero, said

the state lacked the revenues to provide the
full funding to all the districts. He also
argued the court did not have the constitu-
tional right to order funding.

In her majority opinion, Justice Jaynee
LaVecchia, responded, “... the state may not
use the appropriations power as a shield to
its responsibility.” In a concurring opinion,
Justice Barry Albin wrote he believed there
was sufficient evidence presented to order
funding to all the districts.

LaVecchia was joined in her opinion by
Appellate Judge Edwin Stern, who was
appointed by Chief Justice Stuart Rabner to
provide the minimum five judges required to
hear a case. Rabner recused himself from
deliberations as he was a member of the
administration of Gov. Jon Corzine when the
funding law was created.

It was the five-judge panel that led Judge
Robert Rivera-Soto to issue a dissenting
opinion. Rivera-Soto wrote he believed
three affirmative votes were not enough: “...
four votes are required to grant a substantive
motion ...”

Justice Helen Hoens issued a separate
dissenting opinion. She wrote there were
three reasons for her dissent: insufficient
evidence for “extraordinary relief,” insuffi-
cient evidence to support Doyne’s findings,
and that funding was constitutionally the
domain of the Legislature and governor’s
office.

Justice Virginia Long did not participate
in the case.

During a press conference following the
decision, Christie said he disagreed with the
court but would accept its ruling. He did,
however, send the matter to the Legislature.

“In light of the court’s ruling, it is now up
to the Legislature to determine how the state
is best able to fund the additional $500 mil-
lion in aid to the Abbott districts,” said the
governor. Noting the Legislature has until
June 30 to present him with a balanced
budget, Christie continued, “I fully expect
the Legislature will send me, in a timely
manner for my review and consideration, a
constitutionally balanced budget that
includes how the court’s order will be met.”

Maestro
tunes up
a school
Grogan comes
to Orange Prep

Instrumental students from
Orange High School and the
Orange Preparatory Academy last
week received a class from a spe-
cial instructor.

Jeff Grogan, education and
community engagement conductor
for the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra, visited the stage in the
Orange Prep auditorium to conduct
a 90-minute class. His visit was
part of the orchestra’s Resources
for Education and Community Har-
mony program.

The first 45 minutes of his class
was dedicated to academy’s band
program. During the second 45
minutes, Grogan worked with the
high school’s instrumental stu-
dents. “I was so very impressed,”
said Peter Crosta, assistant director
for special programs, which
includes visual and performing
arts. “The students did a fantastic
job.”

Justin Surdyn, the band director
at Orange High, worked with
Marshell Jones Kumahor, vice
president of education and commu-
nity engagement for the orchestra,

to coordinate Grogin’s visit. Surdyn
made arrangements for his students
to attend along with students of
academy band director Dorcas
Robinson.

“The students were completely
taken by the experience,” said Sur-
dyn. “Mr. Grogan’s work with the

band was invaluable. It was a pleas-
ure to watch him work and help our
students.”

As a result of this exposure, said
school officials, Surdyn has begun
working with several students who
are interested in auditioning for the
Greater Newark Youth Orchestras

on June 11.As they played, the stu-
dents were being watched by
two audience members: Rosemary
and Al Iversen. 

Rosemary Iversen, a 1959
Orange High School alumna, and
her husband attended the class as
patrons and guests of the orchestra.

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Jeff Grogan, education and community engagement conductor for the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra, conducts a 90-minute class with instrumental students from
Orange High School and the Orange Preparatory Academy.

5 police
officers
rehired
City receives OK
to rework a grant

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. and
Police Director John Rappaport
conducted a press conference and
ceremony at City Hall to announce
the rehiring of five laid-off city
police officers after the administra-
tion’s successful effort to revamp a
federal grant it had received.

The five officers are: Jashan
Carter, Rocco DeSantis, Rennie
Wilson, David Fanfan, and Pablo
Cajiga. They, plus seven others,
were laid off by the city as a cost-
cutting measure intended to help
bridge a multimillion-dollar gap in
the budget. 

The city was able to rehire the
five after officials received permis-
sion to use a $964,875 grant
received in 2009 from the Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services
program meant for new officers to
bring the old ones back.

Under the COPS grant, recipi-
ents would be required to fund offi-
cers’ salaries and benefits after the
first three years. Those terms are
still in effect, but city officials said
they will consider that situation
when it occurs.

In the meantime, Hawkins and
Rappaport said they were happy to
have five more experienced offi-
cers back on the streets.

“Today signifies the creativity
and ingenuity of the administration,
in cooperation with federal officials
and some of the members of the
Police Department who actually
work on these grants,” Hawkins
said. “While we are at an impasse
with the unions and we are unable
to bring back officers with negotiat-
ed concessions, like we did with the
Fire Department, we are able to use
the grant to facilitate their return. I
think that is important because we
cannot stop the progress of the
city.”

Even though Hawkins said
negotiations between the city and
the local Policemen’s Benevolent
Association union have not gone as
he had hoped, he still commended
the department for their work.
Hawkins said their efforts have
never been more evident than over
the course of the last few weeks as
they have solved two homicide
cases and made arrests that took
guns off the streets.

Officer Joe Lane, president of
PBA Local 89, said it was great to
have the officers back, but it did not
equal the 12 who were originally
laid off.

“Out of the 12 that were laid off,
they brought back five,” Lane said.
“Three of the other officers are
already gone after they found new
jobs: two in Hackensack and one in
Lodi. Now there are three left that
we need to bring back.”

Charter school bills move into Assembly
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The state Assembly’s Education Committee

sent four bills to the full Assembly that have
the potential for long-lasting effects on charter
schools in New Jersey.

Committee members, including Assembly-
woman Mila Jasey of the 27th Legislative Dis-
trict, approved measures that would require
voter approval before a charter school could be
opened in any community; allow public col-
leges and universities to authorize charter
schools; codify common practices among
many charters, including maintenance of wait-
ing lists for students not selected due to a
school’s capacity; and allow parochial and pri-
vate schools to become charter schools.

Jasey, whose district includes Orange, spon-
sored the bill to require voter approval. The
former member of the South Orange-Maple-
wood Board of Education said school conver-
sions like the ones she supports have occurred
successfully in New York City, and she
believes conversion can be an option for pri-
vate and parochial schools in New Jersey.

“This bill would help address charter
schools’ facilities issues,” Jasey said. “A char-
ter seeking to open could approach a nonpublic
school that has said it will close and start a
partnership.”

Locally, education advocates in economi-
cally and academically challenged districts,
such as Orange, that potentially stand to simul-
taneously lose and gain the most from the four
bills, said they are favor of some.

Tom Puryear, president of the Oranges-
Maplewood Unit of the NAACP, which
includes Orange and South Orange-Maple-
wood, said he is concerned about Jasey’s meas-
ure.

“There are some concerns about allowing

religious schools to become charter schools,”
said Puryear, who noted he was not speaking
for the full organization. “Some of the con-
cerns are whether or not the new authorizers
who get to choose which charter schools get
created and which ones don’t are going to be
paid and where does that money come from?
Another concern involves parents having the
right to vote on whether or not charter schools
can come to their communities.”

Puryear said the voter provision would be
problematic for a city, such as Orange, that
does not have an elected school board.

“In Orange, it would be up to the board
alone to decide whether charter schools are
allowed,” Puryear said. “In other communities,
like South Orange-Maplewood that have an
elected school board, then the community
could have a real voice in the decision-making
process. It’s important for the community to
have an opportunity to vote, but it’s also impor-
tant for parents to have access to the education
alternatives that they need and want.”

Puryear added he is “torn over that piece of
legislation and I have to learn more about it.”
He said he is most concerned about the college
legislation that would limit the public’s ability
to have any input in the charter school authori-
zation.

“There should be some input from commu-
nities, but when you have a failed school dis-
trict, I don’t know what you can expect them to
do about it,” said Puryear. “I would probably
be against the authorization bill. The fear I
have is that if a college or university has the
ability to start a charter, will they have the abil-
ity to go back years later and say that they are
responsible for gauging the effectiveness of the
same school they chartered? How can they
police themselves?”

The state is the only authorizer for charter

schools, said Puryear. But he felt the situation
might not change for the better if all of the bills
were enacted. 

The Rev. Reginald Jackson, pastor of St.
Matthew AME Church, said he doesn’t believe
that will happen.

“I am very troubled and disappointed with
the legislation that wants charter schools to be
decided by referendum,” said Jackson, an
Orange school board member. He also is exec-
utive director of the Black Ministers Council,
which received a charter to start the Arete
Academy Charter School at St. Matthew in
September. “That makes education political
and it should not be political. When it comes to
charter schools versus public schools, I ask
why can’t we do both? It’s been approved by
the committee and I’m doubtful if it’s really
going to get to the governor’s desk. There is
some doubt the Assembly speaker will even
bring a bill to the floor for a vote. Regardless,
I believe the governor will veto any of this that
comes to his desk. This is nothing more than
the chair of the Assembly Education Commit-
tee trying to fulfill a commitment to the NJEA.”

Jackson said he is “adamant and passionate”
about making sure public schools survive and
improve. He added he supports charters as
needed alternatives because “most of our chil-
dren are going to be attending the public
schools.”

“But why can’t we have any alternatives,”
he asked. “We’re living in a time where the pre-
vailing mood is that poor people don’t count.
The poor need to understand that we really have
to come together on behalf of our children.
What’s best for our children is to get them a
quality education by any means necessary.”

Patrick Diegnan of the 18th Legislative Dis-
trict in Somerset County is the committee’s
chairman.


