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St. Matthew to help
with job, career fair

Residents in search of
employment can meet with
prospective employers Friday
as St. Matthew AME Church of
Orange will present its inaugu-
ral Job and Career Fair.

The program is scheduled
for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Essex
County College in Newark.
Expected to attend are represen-
tatives of businesses who seek
to fill positions from entry level
to management.

Attendees are encouraged to
dress in a professional manner
and bring at least 20 copies of
their resume.

Contact the church office at
973-678-1217 for additional
information. 

Unitarians present
annual jazz service

The First Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Essex County
will conclude its February
schedule Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
with its annual jazz service.

Among the musicians sched-
uled are multi-instrumentalist
and church member Ray John-
ston, who plays all woodwinds.
He studied jazz at the Berkeley
College of Music in Boston and
has taught instrumental music
in the East Orange schools for
many years.

The church is located at 35
Cleveland St., Orange. Contact
the office at 973-6740010 for
additional information.

School closing
information

When winter storms come to
the area, the possibility exists
for schools to be closed. Public
notification will be made
through local television and
radio stations:

Radio: WOR-710, WABC-
770, WINS-1010.

Television: News 12 New
Jersey, WNYW-5, WRNN-55.

Deadlines
Monday deadlines for letters

are letters at 9 a.m., sports at
noon and news at 5 p.m.

Mason breakfast focuses on education
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Elected officials and local dignitaries met

Sunday for the Job Grand Lodge of Newark’s
annual Fellowship Breakfast in the Robert
Treat Hotel.

Roslyn M. Brock, NAACP national chair-
woman, spoke to the assemblage of Freema-
sons, Eastern Stars and others about education
issues in the black community.

Brock’s message resonated with several
Orange residents who attended the event in
downtown Newark, even when she urged atten-
dees to “get funky” when it comes to education.

“I’m an NAACP member and I used to be
involved a lot more about 20 years ago,”
Orange Councilman Rayfield Morton said. “I
can get funky when I want to, but there’s a time
for everything. With the way things are, I think
that everybody needs to step up and get a little
funky. Things are going crazy because the kids
are not doing what they’ve got to do to suc-
ceed.”

Morton’s wife, Donna, said “getting funky”
in this case means going “black to the future”

when it comes to the family values of hard work
and dedication to a cause “our grandmothers
gave us.”

“We need to bring the funky back because
the kids are out here getting funky in their own
way in a negative, but we need to show them
the right, positive way to do it,” Donna Morton
said. “In the past, Grandma didn’t sit up there
and take any nonsense. When she spoke we
used to all sit up, pay attention and just say
‘Yeah.’ There wasn’t any talking back and we
need to get back to that.”

Morton said he believes many children
today lack respect for anything or anyone, least
of all themselves, because they were not taught
how to respect others.

“The kids turned against what they were
taught and they have a new thing going on out
here. The kids are raising themselves or the
streets are raising them and the last thing they
listen to are their parents,” said Morton. “We
don’t have that same image, fear and respect
that we used to have. When my mother used to
tell me to be home by 6, I knew I had better be
sure to get home by 6. Nowadays the kids will

say, ‘I ain’t going home,’ and that’s not a good
thing.”

Yvonne Eichner has lived in Orange for 22
years and said she has witnessed many positive
and negative actions during that time. Eichner
said she joined the Eastern Stars, the Freemason
sister organization, two years ago after her sis-
ter Marion Madison, joined and urged her to do
the same.

This year, Eichner said her sister was pre-
sented with an award by the Job Grand Lodge,
emblematic of the good will between the organ-
izations.

“It’s a good organization and a good place to
be with good people. Everyone looks out for
everyone else and it’s just a beautiful thing and
I wouldn’t have it any other way,” said Eichner.

She also had a positive sentiment for Brock.
“She said everybody needs to stand together,

don’t turn their back on each other and just get
together and put your best foot forward and
walk on,” said Eichner. “Don’t leave anybody
behind — no little small elephants and no little
people either. This is the best organization to be
in and I’m glad that I’m a part of it.”

Winter wipeout

Photo By Daniel Jackovino
Orange police and firefighters respond to a chain-reaction motor vehicle accident Monday afternoon at High
and Washington streets in which one person was reported injured. Police did not return calls Tuesday request-
ing additional information on the cause of the mishap.

2 aides
to attend
Harvard
program

The Center for Community
Progress at Harvard University has
announced that two officials from
Orange have been selected to
attend a week-long program that
will address vacant and abandoned
properties.

The center will present what it
calls a “Community Progress Lead-
ership Institute” in which attendees
are expected to learn and discuss
subjects and ideas related to  these
properties.

The program begins March 14
and will be conducted at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass.
City officials said Valerie Jackson,
director of planning and develop-
ment, and Stephanie Gidigbi, chief
of staff, will attend. 

According to a statement
released by center officials, “Cities
invited to be part of the Communi-
ty Progress Leadership Institute
have demonstrated a commitment
to taking a systemic approach to the
problems of vacant and problem
properties in their communities, as
well as the capacity to carry out
such an approach. The participating
cities will be used as national mod-
els to address vacant and abandon
property.”

Center officials said representa-
tives of participating states and
cities will learn new ideas and
approaches and share their success-
ful practices. Subjects representa-
tives are expected to discuss
include:

• Creating and using data sys-
tems to identify and track vacant
and problem properties;

• Evaluating the reuse potential
of vacant properties to maximize
revitalization opportunities;

• Exploring ways to streamline
tax collection, tax lien, and foreclo-
sure systems.

•  Creating policy frameworks
and cost-effective systems for cities
to hold, maintain and dispose of
properties;

• Ensuring compliance with
property maintenance and improve-
ment standards by private owners;

• Identifying  creative  collabo-
rations among stakeholders to fur-
ther neighborhood revitalization;

• Identifying  potential sources
of funding and financing;

• Establishing benchmarks to
track results.

Cleveland Street School fails to make cut
State declines to fund renovation, expansion project

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The state School Development
Authority has announced it will
recommend the funding of 10 new
schools in New Jersey’s neediest
public districts. Orange, however,
was not included.

Even though Cleveland Street
School was on the list of 52 facili-
ties the authority was considering
building under former Gov. Jon
Corzine, it was not on the list of 10
approved projects announced Feb.
15 by Gov. Chris Christie.

The Cleveland project was
designed to double the size of the
existing century-old school. It was
to include additional classrooms,
including those specifically for sci-
ence and the arts.

Plans for the project have sat for
nearly a decade since the authori-
ty’s predecessor, the Schools
Development Corp., was founded
in 2000. It was not selected in early
rounds of funding as was the new
Rosa Parks School, or for renova-
tions and expansions like the Park
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue
schools.

Assemblywoman Mila Jasey is
a member of the Assembly Educa-
tion Committee and a former mem-
ber of the South Orange-Maple-
wood Board of Education. Jasey
said the rejection of Cleveland
caused her to react with “shock.”

“If this school does not qualify
for funding under the governor’s

new ‘prioritization system,’ then I
cannot wait to see what standards
this system is based upon,” said
Jasey. “I hope that the governor
lives up to his promise to provide
complete ‘transparency’ when it
comes to his prioritization system
so that we can determine if this is
truly a merit-based system.”

Jasey said she was told during a
recent visit to the school that class-
rooms do not warm up until the
afternoon because of the outdated
boiler. In addition, students eat in a
small basement cafeteria after they
are served lunches in an adjacent
hallway.

Christie said the results of a
“comprehensive review” resulted
in the recommendation to advance
10 projects this year located in
Bridgeton, Elizabeth, Long Branch,
New Brunswick, Newark and West
New York, and two each in Jersey
City and Paterson. Nearly $584
million will be funded through
money remaining from previous
bond issues.

Christie said the review process
was part of his administration’s
“complete revamping” of the
authority’s construction program.
He said it was designed to bring
“accountability to the spending of
hundreds of millions of taxpayer
dollars annually for school
improvements and expansion.”

“We all know that the prior pro-
gram was associated with the
absolute worst kind of government

waste, mismanagement and lack of
supervision, where much was
promised, too much was spent, but
too little was returned,” Christie
said. 

“I could not responsibly or in
good conscience let that history
repeat itself at this agency.  We will
move forward smartly and deliber-
atively to deliver value to the
school districts and to our taxpay-
ers.”

Christie said the new program
embodies fundamental reforms.
The recommendations will be pre-
sented to the authority’s board for
review.

Orange was not the only Essex
County district to have a project
rejected. Irvington’s Madison
Avenue Elementary School was
also among the 52 projects under
consideration.

Irvington Mayor Wayne Smith
said despite the discussion about
“school reform,” he believed it
meant nothing unless the state was
willing to build new schools where
he said they were needed the most.

“We’re busing kids over to the
Mount Vernon Avenue School cam-
pus because we don’t have the
proper facilities on the other side of
town for them, and the community
was anticipating a new school
being built in town,” Smith said.
“The governor announced 10 new
school that are going to be built, but
Irvington was not one of them. I
think, if you look at the models for

school reform and improvement
that work, they all included facili-
ties renovation and upgrades.”

Paul Inman, president of Irving-
ton’s school board, agreed with
Smith.

“We’re waiting for Madison
Avenue School to be rebuilt and we
were hoping that Madison Avenue

was on the governor’s list,” he said.
“I’m hoping that if the governor
can come and see our issues in per-
son, maybe he will add us to his list
of priorities when it comes to allo-
cating the limited resources and
funding he says is available.”

Managing Editor John Zucal
contributed to this article.

An expansion and renovation project for the Cleve-
land Street School, which was one of the more than
50 plans under consideration by the state School
Development Authority, was not include among the
10 selected last week to receive funding for con-
struction.


