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School advocates: resume construction
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Advocates for the former Abbott

school districts continue to push
Gov. Chris Christie for the resump-
tion of 53 construction projects
throughout New Jersey, including
one in East Orange.

In a statement Tuesday, an offi-
cial with the Education Law Center
said the projects had been in vari-
ous stages of preparation or had
received construction approval
before they were halted by Christie
within days of his becoming gover-
nor in January 2010.

Permission to issue nearly $3

billion in bonds for construction
projects had been issued in 2008,
and 53 schools were to be built or
receive expansions or repairs from
the funds. That list included an esti-
mated $34.5 million for a new
Cleveland Street School.

Ten of the projects on the list
received permission to proceed in
February after what Christie said
was a year of in-depth evaluation of
the 53 projects.

Even with the lack of work,
more than $236 million of the $3
billion has been spent through the
preparation stages, according to
reports from the state’s School

Development Authority and pre-
sented by the Education Law Cen-
ter. That amount included $1.1 mil-
lion for the Cleveland school.

In a statement, Sharon Krengel,
the center’s policy and outreach
coordinator, said reactivating all
the projects could act as an eco-
nomic stimulus.

“Governor Christie could put
thousands of New Jersey’s con-
struction workers, as well as archi-
tects, engineers and building sup-
pliers, back to work right now,”
said Krengel “simply by giving the
go ahead to start school construc-
tion projects that have already been

designed, developed and approved
by the Department of Education
and the School Development
Authority.”

Krengel cited a Rutgers Univer-
sity study in 2008 that estimated
that for every $1 billion in school
construction, nearly 3,000 full-time
jobs could be created.

“At a time when New Jersey’s
unemployment rate for construc-
tion workers is over 12 percent,
and thousands of children attend
schools that are in desperate need
of repair and replacement, Gover-
nor Christie needs to act,” said
Krengel.

Homecoming on Saturday

File photo
Orange High cheerleaders walk on Main Street during the 2009 Homecoming parade. Alumni will be joined by
school and community groups for this year’s parade beginning at noon from the Church of the Epiphany. The
Saturday march will proceed on Main Street to the Elks Lodge, where participants will await the Tornadoes’
football game against Cedar Grove at 3 p.m. in Bell Stadium.

Jackson
to run
municipal
business
Planning director
subs for Mason

ry Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Valerie Jackson, the city’s plan-
ning and development director, has
been appointed to serve as deputy
business director while John Mason,
Orange’s full-time business adminis-
trator, is out due to illness.

According to Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., Jackson was named to
serve for Mason during the City
Council’s Oct. 4 meeting. Officials
said that Mason, who has been out of
City Hall for two months due to an
undisclosed illness, has worked from
home while he recuperates. But
Jackson will be the person who will
handle most of the business-related
issues inside City Hall.

“I have every confidence that she
will serve with distinction in her new
capacity,” Hawkins said.

West Ward Councilman Hassan
Abdul-Rasheed said he is also confi-
dent Jackson will do well until
Mason returns. 

He did, however, have reserva-
tions about how Hawkins announced
her appointment during the council
meeting. Abdul-Rasheed added he
would have liked to have been given
advance notice from the administra-
tion about the new situation in the
Business and Planning and Develop-
ment departments before the mayor
announced Jackson’s appointment.

“We got a memo from the mayor
and it was made official at the last
meeting,” Abdul-Rasheed said last
week. Referring to another director,
Arlene Kemp of the Public Works
Department, he continued, “Director
Kemp was out after her knee-
replacement surgery, too, so I don’t
have any problems with absences
related to legitimate medical condi-
tions or emergencies. When it comes
to Jackson, it’s giving her some more
responsibilities while Mason is out.”

Abdul-Rasheed said he does not
believe Jackson will serve in her new
position for an extended time. He
said she and Mason are working
together to make sure the city con-
tinues to run smoothly until the per-
sonnel situation returns to normal.

“He and Valerie are working
together,” said Abdul-Rasheed.
“The guy’s out on medical leave, so
I can see how the administration
would need somebody to be there
part-time to fill in for him.”

The lonely protest of Abdul-Rasheed 
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
West Ward Councilman Hassan

Abdul-Rasheed staged a one-man
protest against the mayor Tuesday
morning outside City Hall.

Abdul-Rasheed said he had his
“Occupy 29 North Day,” marching
alone on the sidewalk, to protest
what he called a lack of transparen-
cy and accountability in the admin-
istration of Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr.

Abdul-Rasheed, who represents
the city’s West Ward, said one of
the events which pushed him to
protest concerned the hiring of an
acting municipal judge. He said he
sought information for three works
before he received it.

“This occurred when the mayor
refused to give me information
regarding acting Municipal Judge
Harold Fullilove Jr.’s work sched-
ule, rate of pay and whether or not
he is receiving any benefits,”
Abdul-Rasheed said. 

He added that the council mem-
bers learned of Fullilove’s appoint-
ment through a memorandum from
the administration. “That was a slap
in the face since he’s being paid by
taxpayer dollars and the fact that
we’re in the middle of the budget
process.

“That was the last straw in terms
of realizing that the administration
is essentially doing the same thing
they did during the last budget
process,” Abdul-Rasheed contin-
ued. The councilman accused the
administration of withholding
budget documents, resulting in
limiting the oversight function of
the council, then forcing the gov-
erning body into taking certain
actions.

“They force the council’s hand,
saying we didn’t approve certain
things; hence, we didn’t do what
we needed to do make the transi-
tional budget turn into the new cal-
endar year budget.”

The six-month transitional

budget ends Dec. 31. Abdul-
Rasheed said that is why he wanted
to raise issues while there was time
to for benefits to be achieved.

In response to the protest,
Hawkins said Tuesday night that
while Abdul-Rasheed is entitled to
stage a protest, the councilman’s
claims are without basis.

“I think Councilman Abdul-
Rasheed’s recent general conduct is
an embarrassment to the city,”
Hawkins said. “His assertions are
ridiculous and lack proper context.
However, I congratulate him on
exercising his right to protest all by
himself.”

There was not much traffic

entering or leaving City Hall during
Abdul-Rasheed’s protest, but his
presence was noted by the few vis-
itors who passed by.

“I think he has the right to
express feelings and the way that
he thinks,” said a woman who said
she came to City Hall to address a
personal issue. She did not provide
her name. “I was not surprised or
distracted by seeing him out there.
You see this anywhere, especially
today.”

While the woman may have
referred to the Occupy Wall Street
protests in New York, Abdul-
Rasheed said it was a coincidence
he chose the same name and theme,

a response to government gone bad. 
But that doesn’t mean that it is a

bad thing.
“This is just something that I felt

I needed to do even though I recent-
ly had surgery to replace my knee,”
Abdul-Rasheed said. “It shouldn’t
have taken three weeks for me to
get the information that I asked for.
They could have given it to me that
same day that I first requested it,
but I finally had to file an Open
Public Records Act request just to
get it.”

Abdul-Rasheed noted that no
city employees, including police
officers, attempted to disrupt his
protest.

Photo By Chris Sykes
As a woman leaves City Hall, Councilman Hassan Abdul-Rasheed presents his
protest sign with his four claims against the municipal actions of Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. 

OHS set to
show off
its library

Residents can get a look at what
Orange High School has to offer
Friday when it hosts an open house
for its library.

The program, which begins at 5
p.m., is part of the school’s obser-
vance of National Information Lit-
eracy Month. Speakers will include
Victoria Bond and T.R. Simon of
“Zora and Me.”

Among the honors won by
“Zora and Me” is the John Steptoe
New Talent Award as part of the
Coretta Scott King Award.

Attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to see the databases which
they and their students can access.
These include one for student
records, Genesis, the book collec-
tion in the library, and what is
available to them through ListenNJ,
a subscription service that provides
downloadable audio books and e-
books to public libraries.

Representatives of the Orange
Public Library also are expected to
attend and help residents register
for library cards.

Orange High School is at 400
Lincoln Ave. behind the Orange
Preparatory Academy at Central
and Lincoln avenues.

Contact Margaret Cunningham,
librarian, at 973-677-4050, ext.
5017, for additional information.

OHS students
battling cancer
on Saturday

Residents help Orange High
students raise funds in the fight
against cancer Saturday while
they cheer for the Tornadoes
and meet former classmates at
the school’s next football game.

Cedar Grove will come to
Bell Stadium for Saturday’s
annual Homecoming game at 3
p.m. During the game, students
will observe “Pink Day,” the
final day of a week in which
they raise funds for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

The varsity Tornadoes will
wear pink jerseys in recognition
of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. 

Fans who purchase a
fundraising pink T-shirt at the
school or field will be admitted
to the game without charge.

Violence-vandalism
meeting is today

The Board of Education will
present its annual report con-
cerning violence and vandalism
within the district’s schools
today

The meeting is scheduled for
5 p.m. in the administration
building, 451 Lincoln Ave.

Final Valley Arts
tour set for Tuesday

The final HANDS tour of
the Valley Arts District is sched-
uled for Tuesday at 6 p.m. The
route will include the business-
es, galleries and historic build-
ings that are forming the district
within Orange and West
Orange.

Call the HANDS office at
973-678-3110 to join the tour.

Our editorial
deadlines

• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
For more information, con-

tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.


