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Meet with police
personnel Tuesday

Residents can meet with
local law-enforcement officials
Tuesday during a forum at a city
church.

Bethel Baptist Church, 227
Wallace St., will host officials
from Orange and Essex County,
who will discuss their efforts in
handling crime and plans for
future actions.

Among the officials sched-
uled to attend are Capt. Kevin
Sooy, the city’s acting police
director, Anthony Ambrose,
chief of detectives for the Essex
County Prosecutor’s Office, and
Essex County Sheriff Armando
Fontoura.

Flu vaccine clinics
for seniors continue

Personnel with the Orange
Nursing Division will conduct
the city’s annual flu and pneu-
monia vaccination clinics for
senior residents.

Three sessions are scheduled
before the end of October:

• Today: Oakwood Towers,
400 Oakwood Ave., 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.

• Oct. 14: New Community
Senior Citizens Center, 132
William St., 1 to 4 p.m.

• Oct. 28: Orange City Hall,
29 N. Day St., 8:30 a.m. to
noon.

Residents must be at least 65
years of age to be eligible.
Those on Medicare are urged to
bring their traditional Medicare
card. Individuals with Medicare
Advantage plans will have co-
payments. No Medicaid plans
will be accepted.

Contact the Nursing Divi-
sion at 973-266-4080 for addi-
tional information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
For more information, con-

tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.
News information can be sent
by e-mail to orangetran-
script@thelocalsource.com.

City plans forums to provide housing information
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The impact of current redevel-

opment efforts in Orange have been
on the minds of some residents, so
city officials will present two pro-
grams to provide some information.

Forums are scheduled for
Wednesday evening inside the Oak-
wood Avenue School and Oct. 25 at
Lincoln Avenue School. Both ses-
sions will begin at 6:30 p.m.

“While the recession has stalled
redevelopment in other cities,
Orange continues to attract devel-
opers and new development
because of our strategy of aggres-
sively marketing the advantages of
our city,” said Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. “I invite residents to
attend these forums to learn about
the new housing stock and pro-
grams available to assist residents
and people who work in Orange.”

The forums come on the heels of
an earlier effort last month by at
large council members Donna K.
Williams and Elroy Corbitt. 

“A lot of people in the East
Ward were asking about the rede-
velopment at Walter G. Alexander,
the family housing that sits on the
corner of Thomas Colson Woody
Plaza, formerly Wilson Place, and
Parrow Street. I hosted a panel dis-
cussion at Union Baptist Church to
answer their questions,” Williams
said. “Residents were coming to us
at City Council meetings and ask-
ing questions: how is it going to
impact Oakwood Avenue School;
will there be any jobs for residents;
when will the units be available for
occupancy.

Williams said she and Corbitt
assembled the panel discussion
because they wanted to answer the
questions. While there was a low

turnout, she said that she believed it
went well.

“We didn’t get the kind of atten-
dance we wanted, but a lot of times
you have a lot of former Orange
residents who left the city in the

past, but now that they have heard
about the redevelopment going on
in the city they would like to know
if and how they might come back,”
Williams said. “I have plans for
future forums for the community. I
don’t think that most people really
understand what’s going on with
the redevelopment and how it
affects them and the rest of the city.
We need to do more to get the
information out to the public —
because it’s all about transparency.”

Hawkins is hoping for a much
better turnout for the city’s pro-
grams. He said the events will
focus on much of the redevelop-
ment in the East Ward. In addition,
information about housing pro-
grams for current and potential
homeowners will be available.

The programs include down
payment and closing-cost assis-
tance, financial assistance for

homeowners wanting to make
home improvements, and other
assistance for homeowners strug-
gling to keep their homes.

Information about outside,
local, state and federal residential
programs also will be available,
said Hawkins. These programs
include the state’s Live Where You
Work, Home Plus, Smart Start and
HMFA Home Buyer Mortgage,
mortgages through the state’s
Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System, and the federal Office of
Housing and Urban Development.

Williams said residents interest-
ed in learning more about upcom-
ing forums can call her at 973-609-
9355 or log onto Facebook and
look for “Councilwoman Donna K.
Williams.”

Contact Valerie Jackson at 973-
266-4051 for more information
about  the city forums.

Mayor says budget has no tax increase
Grants, union concessions credited with maintaining staffing levels in six-month plan

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

City administration officials said the budget they pre-
sented to the City Council is the first in more than 10
years without a municipal-tax increase.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. presented a $27.5 mil-
lion budget for the transitional period to the council dur-
ing its Sept. 20 meeting. It is slightly more than one-half
of the $53.1 million final budget for the 2011 fiscal year.

The city will operate under a six-month budget,
through the end of the year, as it moves to a calendar-
year budget cycle. As it will receive state aid for the

transition period and calendar year concurrently, admin-
istration officials were required to provide a budget pro-
jection to the state Local Finance Board before it grant-
ed approval in May. The projection then was $26 million.

In his statement accompanying the proposed budget,
Hawkins said no layoffs of city employees are expected.
He stated 11 members of the city’s municipal workers’
union were returned from layoffs through $600,000 in
concessions during negotiations.

Hawkins also noted the concessions of the police and
fire unions allowed for the restoration of the 12 fire-
fighter positions which had been eliminated early this

year. Most of the laid-off personnel were rehired.
In addition, said Hawkins, the city will hire an addi-

tional 12 firefighters through a federal grant it received
this year. A re-working of a police grant allowed for the
return of five laid-off police officers.

“We looked for new ways to cut costs and for grant
programs that would help relieve the burden on local tax-
payers,” Hawkins said in his statement. “With these sav-
ings, we expect to be able to hold taxes stable beyond the
period of this six-month budget.”

Officials said some aid would be deferred to 2013 to
boost revenues in that budget.

From the
farm to
the city
City Hall to host
farmers market

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The question of how to keep
someone down on the farm after
they have seen the big city has been
asked many times, but the answer
may be to bring the farm to the city.

That’s why Orange will have a
farmers market Wednesday in the
City Hall parking lot. The market,
scheduled for 1 to 5 p.m., was
organized in partnership with the
New Jersey Seniors Farmers’ Mar-
ket Nutrition Program and is avail-
able to all residents.

“Farmers markets are a wonder-
ful way for people to buy fresh pro-
duce direct from the farm,”  Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said in a state-
ment. “Orange is delighted to hold
our first farmers market and we
hope to hold additional markets in
the future.”

One of the participants in the
farm market will be the Garden
State Urban Farms of Orange.
Hawkins said it collaborates with
schools, nonprofit organizations
and government groups to provide
employment opportunities and edu-
cational programming as well as
food. It operates a hydroponics
greenhouse in Orange, said
Hawkins, where they train ex-
offenders and at-risk youth in man-
aging a sustainable business while
growing vegetables for the local
community.

The New Jersey Seniors Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program pro-
vides locally grown, unprepared
fresh fruits, vegetables and herbs to
eligible seniors 60 years of age and
older. The program is administered
through the N.J. Departments of
Agriculture and Health and Senior
Services.

“Farmers benefit from the pro-
grams by directly marketing their
locally grown fresh produce to eli-
gible participants at farmers mar-
kets across the state,” said
Hawkins. “The market accepts
Senior Nutrition Voucher.”

Hawkins said eligible senior
participant will receive four $5
vouchers that can be redeemed for
items at the farmers market. For
more information, contact Sandra
Barrera at 973-266-4003.

Irene Mayson, art teacher at the Orange Preparatory Academy, presents some of the work her students
recently displayed, including, below, an assortment of abstract paintings, during the first of the Orange School
District’s monthly exhibits of student artwork in the administration building along Lincoln Avenue.

Eldridge Hawkins Jr.

Student art on display


