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Open houses to
conclude tonight

Heywood Avenue and Oak-
wood Avenue schools will host
the last of the Orange School
District’s open houses for the
2011-12 school year.

• Parents of fifth- through
sdeventh-grade students at
Heywood can meet their chil-
dren’s staff today at 6 p.m.

• Oakwood Avenue School
will host parents of all students
today at 6 p.m.

Both sessions are scheduled
to conclude at 8 p.m.

OHS Class of ’68
meets in October

The Reunion Committee of
the Class of 1968 at Orange
High School continues its
search for classmates for its
Oct. 9 reunion. It also has also
extended the invitation to
alumni from 1965 to 1971.

Interested alumni can
express interest through the
Facebook page, “Orange
(NJ) High School Class of
1968,” and by contacting
members Alvenia Jones at
ajonesprayer2@comcast.net,
Diane Fisher Bittings at dbit-
tings@optimum.net, and
Joyce Joyner at joycevj
@yahoo.com.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

Stories begin at 10 and 11
a.m., as well as noon, in the
Children’s Library.

The library is at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue. Call
the office at 973-673-0153 for
additional information. 

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to
eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

‘Town hall’ meeting
on violence planned

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

At Large City Councilman
Elroy Corbitt has scheduled a town
hall meeting at Bethel Baptist
Church on Wallace Street from 7 to
9 p.m. on Oct. 11. 

The meeting will be Corbitt’s
second foray into the public arena
as an organizer, moderator and par-
ticipant in a communitywide dis-
cussion. In May, Corbitt organized
the “Summit On Violence” at St.
Matthew AME Church. That event
was put forth as an opportunity to
discuss an issue relevant not only to
Orange, but to other urban commu-
nities in New Jersey, and in the rest
of the country. 

Many of the same law-enforce-
ment officials, emergency-service
providers and elected officials who
participated in Corbitt’s May sum-
mit have agreed to take part in the
Oct. 11 event. 

The list of expected participants
includes acting Orange Police
Director Kevin Soohy; Chief of
Detectives for the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office Anthony
Ambrose; Acting Essex County
Prosecutor Carolyn Murray; Essex
County Sheriff Armando Fontoura;
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., and
Essex County Freeholder Carol
Clark. 

Corbitt said he hopes to get as
many concerned, conscientious and
committed Orange citizens as pos-
sible to come out for the Oct. 11
town hall meeting. He added that
the public servants and elected offi-
cials who have committed to com-
ing to the event are filled with use-
ful information.

“People should come to this
meeting because it’s time out for
talk,” Corbitt said. “We’re tired of
all the talk and all the summits; we
want plans. We want to know
exactly what the Orange Police
Department is doing, and is plan-

ning on doing, to combat the rising
tide of crime and violence in the
city.”

Corbitt said he believes the Oct.
11 meeting will be a good opportu-
nity for city residents, property
owners, business people and tax-
payers to get answers to questions
that are on everyone’s minds. 

“It’s time out for talk; it’s time
now for action,” Corbitt said. “The
question is, what are we really
doing? Do we have any undercover
sting operations in place to catch
drug dealers? Do we have under-
cover officers actually purchasing
drugs as part of their effort to get all
illicit substances off the streets? Do
we have state-of-the-art, modern
technology in place to help officers
apprehend suspects in robberies,
carjackings, killings and other
crimes that are happening?”

Corbitt said that he is particular-
ly concerned about the use of tech-
nology in fighting crime in Orange,
or the lack thereof. He said any
weakness in that area is particularly
pronounced, especially since East
Orange, Orange’s sister city, seems
to have become nationally known
as a leader and trendsetter for this.

“Surveillance cameras, comput-
ers in patrol cars, and better com-
munications and coordination sys-
tems are known as ‘force multipli-
ers’ in law-enforcement circles,”
Corbitt said. “That means that, by
properly and efficiently using new
and existing technology, police can
become more effective in fighting
crime. It makes existing officers
more efficient and it helps make up
for the lack of manpower that many
departments — including briefly
here in Orange — have experi-
enced due to the economic reces-
sion and layoffs.”

For more information about the
upcoming town hall meeting at
Bethel Baptist Church, call 962-
252-3092. 

Gridiron action

Photo Courtesy of Stefan Boyett
During last weekend’s match up against Verona, Orange H.S. junior running
back Amid Clark tries to break through a pack of defenders. The OHS team plays
Central H.S. from Newark on Friday night at home. See SPORTS, Page 7.

Apparent victim
of drowning in
pond identified

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Earlier this week Essex County
authorities announced that they had
identified the body of the Newark
man who drowned in the Orange
Park pond on Sept. 24 as Raheem
Marrow, 33, of Elizabeth Avenue in
Newark.  

Although the park, located
along Central Avenue beginning at
Oakwood Avenue, is located within
the city of Orange Township, it
falls under the jurisdiction of the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department
instead of the Orange Police
Department. That’s why it was the
county cops who discovered Mar-
row’s body last Saturday morning. 

According to a statement
released by acting Essex County
Prosecutor Carolyn Murray and
Sheriff Armando Fontoura, Marrow
apparently drowned in the “small
pond” after “partying” with friends
early in the morning on Sept. 24.
They said that the victim and a
some friends had been drinking
alcohol inside the park early Satur-
day morning when the 33-year-old
entered the pond that is estimated
to measure 5 feet in depth at its
deepest point. 

“They had been drinking,” Fon-
toura said on Sunday. “They had
been partying and it’s mostly an
aesthetic pond; not very deep. But
any water is dangerous. Witnesses
said that a friend did pull him out of
the water but at some point he ven-
tured back in.” 

Fontoura and Murray said that
around 3 a.m. Saturday morning
the Orange Police Department
received a call reporting the inci-
dent. Once Orange police arrived at
the park, Fontoura and Murray said
that they searched for Marrow but
were unable to locate his body. 

The search went on for some
time, police said. By 7:50 p.m. on
Saturday, Marrow’s sister contacted

the Essex County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and reported him missing. 

Police said that by noon on Sept.
25 the Wallington Fire Depart-
ment’s underwater search “dive
team” had been called in to search
the pond for Marrow’s remains.
The Wallington Fire Department
recovered his body in 3 feet of
water early Sunday afternoon,
police said. 

Locally, longtime city residents
said that they have a hard time
believing that someone could have
drowned in the Orange Park pond,
even by accident. 

“I’ve never heard of anybody
drowning in the park pond before,”
said At Large City Councilman
Rayfield Morton, who has been an
outspoken park supporter, advocate
and activist. “The park and the
pond are normally very safe. I was-
n’t here in town when it happened,
but I got a call informing me that
someone had drowned in the pond
and it sounded kind of weird to me
because I’ve been here a long time
and I’ve known people who actual-
ly did swim in the pond but nobody
ever died.”

Structurally speaking, Morton
said that he knows from personal
experience and anecdotal reference
that there is a kind of precipitous
“drop” as the pond water gets deep-
er if you did wade out into it. But
the question these days, he said, is
why would anyone be “fooling
around” in the park or the pond
after hours, let alone trying to swim
in the pond? 

“Most of the bad stuff that hap-
pens in this town is isolated, so I
would not say that this incident is
any kind of reflection of the safety
of the pond or the park,” Morton
said. He added that foul play was
possible. “I don’t think that people
should be afraid to go into the park
or use it because this has hap-
pened.”

Fullilove is new acting judge

At the recent swearing in of Harold Fullilove Jr., left, new acting judge for the
Orange Municipal Court, the Bible is held by Sybil Elias, chief judge of the court,
and Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. reads the oath.

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Last week, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. official-
ly swore in East Orange Judge Harold Fullilove Jr.
as the city’s new acting judge of the Orange Munic-
ipal Court. 

“I am honored and privileged that Mayor
Hawkins has asked me to serve the city of Orange as
a municipal court judge,” Fullilove said. “I believe
I can greatly contribute to the judiciary of the city
where I was raised and where I am currently raising
my family. I look forward to meeting the city coun-
cil and discussing my qualifications with them.”

The swearing-in ceremony took place on Sept.
23 in the City Council Chamber inside City Hall.
According to Hawkins, Fullilove is an experienced
municipal-court judge who was the right choice to
lead the Orange Municipal Court at this time. 

“Our screening committee searched for a new
judge who would be experienced, excellent, fair,
and tough on crime and criminals,” Hawkins said.
“Judge Harold W. Fullilove Jr., best met those crite-
ria. Our municipal court is a critical partner with the
Orange Police Department and the citizens of
Orange in working to make our city safer.”

The mayor also said choosing the right judges is
an important part of his administration’s strategy to
fight crime. He added that Fullilove represents the
“judicial excellence” that the people of Orange
expect. 

“When criminals are arrested and convicted, they
too often are back on our streets in short order,”
Hawkins said. “In sentencing, I am sure that Judge
Fullilove will take into account the safety of Orange
residents and businesses. As a resident of Orange
himself, Judge Fullilove is totally involved in mak-
ing our city a better place to live, and in seriously
dealing with quality-of-life crimes, such as prostitu-
tion, loitering and graffiti.” 

Prior to last week’s appointment, Hawkins said
Fullilove had served as a municipal court judge in
East Orange since 2007. He has also served as an
assistant prosecutor in Middlesex County and as
deputy New Jersey attorney general. 

In addition to his judicial service, Fullilove is a
practicing attorney with a private practice in
Newark and served as a law clerk in the Superior
Court. He holds a Jurist Doctorate degree from Rut-
gers University Law School and a B.A. from The
College of William and Mary in Virginia. 

In addition to his credentials, Hawkins said
Fullilove also comes with an Orange pedigree. He
said the judge comes from a “distinguished, long-
time Orange family,” and his father, Harold W.
Fullilove Sr., is a retired presiding judge of the New
Jersey Superior Court. 

Fullilove said that he is glad to have the chance
to continue his family’s legacy in Orange by serving
the city and its people as their new acting judge of
the Municipal Court.

POPS heads to MLK dedication
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Larry Hamm and the Peoples Organization for

Progress will return to Washington, D.C., on Oct. 15
with Rev. Al Sharpton and the National Action Net-
work to visit the new Martin Luther King Jr. Memori-
al, and to participate in a march for jobs and job cre-
ation.  The groups were originally scheduled to travel
to Washington, D.C., in August, but Hurricane Irene
washed away those plans. 

On Oct. 15, P.O.P., N.A.N., and several other
organizations are scheduled to converge on the
nation’s capitol to honor the slain civil rights leader, in
a continuation of King’s legacy of activism. Hamm
said that, in keeping with the Civil Rights movement’s
spirit of perseverance in the face of adversity, he and
King’s other spiritual and ideological heirs have dried
themselves off and will undertake their journey again. 

“We’re going down on Saturday, Oct. 15, for the

march, and the bus from our area will be leaving from
53 Lincoln Park,” Hamm said. “Everything is the same
this time around except for the dates. President Obama
will be dedicating the King Memorial a day later, on
Oct. 16. Saturday is the march, Sunday is the dedica-
tion.” 

On Oct. 15, N.A.N. has scheduled a pre-rally to
begin at noon at the corner of Constitution and 17th
streets in Washington, D.C. The march in which
Hamm and P.O.P. will participate begins at 1:30 p.m.
and proceeds to the King Memorial from Ohio Drive,
S.W. and West Basin Drive, S.W. 

To reserve a ticket for the P.O.P. bus to Washington,
D.C., call 973-801-0001 or 973-809-4604. For infor-
mation on P.O.P., visit www.njpop.org.

Bus organizers may contact N.A.N. at 877-626-
4651 or email toon@nationalactionetwork.net. Infor-
mation about N.AN.’s bus ride and rally can be found
at www.nationalactionnetwork.net.


