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City nearing reservoir lease with county
Another tax foreclosure filing by West Orange hangs over council and freeholder votes

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

After a long period of acrimony, an
agreement appears to have been made for
the city to lease the Orange Reservoir in
West Orange to Essex County. This would
occur even as Orange faces another tax
foreclosure claim by West Orange.

The Orange City Council had been
scheduled Tuesday night to vote on a res-
olution that would approve an agreement
in which the site, approximately 100 acres
along Northfield Avenue in West Orange,
would be leased to the county for 20 years. 

According to several sources, the coun-
ty would pay $75,000 a year for the first
10 years and $85,000 for each of the fol-
lowing 10 years.

Part of the plan, however, would be that
the county would put up $525,000 —
seven years — as the initial payment. The

reason for the lump sum was not specified.
County freeholders also would have to

approve the agreement; if an ordinance is
required, the board would need to vote
twice to grant approval.

This action comes as West Orange offi-
cials filed a complaint to begin another tax
foreclosure action against the city over the
reservoir property. In the July 27 filing,
Michael Pellegrino, an outside attorney
who was hired to represent the township,
stated that most of the amount due to
redeem a tax certificate issued in March
2010 had not been paid.

An email request for comment, contain-
ing a list of questions, was sent to Pellegri-
no on Monday. It was not answered. Jessi-
ca Glicker, the township’s public informa-
tion officer, said Tuesday she was attempt-
ing to get information about the case.

According to township records included

in the filing, approximately $172,000 was
required to redeem the certificate as of
May 9. That amount would grow to nearly
$185,000 by Nov. 9.

It is not the first time the city has faced
problems with West Orange regarding the
reservoir. The township’s Tax Collector’s
Office provided documents in April which
showed the city owed West Orange nearly
$602,000 as of the first week of April. The
amount covered a period since 2004,
according to the documents.

In an interview at the time, Hawkins
said city officials claim township assessors
incorrectly zoned the reservoir for single-
family residences based on frontage along
Cherry Lane. Hawkins said city officials
consider the reservoir a recreational site
and tax-exempt under state law.

Hawkins did not respond to a Monday
request for comment.

An agreement to lease the reservoir
likely would result in the city withdrawing
a suit it had filed against the county in
April. In it, city officials alleged the coun-
ty encroached upon a portion of the reser-
voir by operating a train ride through the
Turtle Back Zoo, which is separated from
the reservoir by the Richard Codey Arena.
The city sought $1 million from the coun-
ty in its lawsuit.

The lawsuit was filed after more than a
year of claims from both sides. City offi-
cials claimed the county was attempting a
potential “eminent domain” claim in order
to connect the zoo, arena and a miniature
golf course on the opposite side of the
reservoir into a county recreational com-
plex with a restaurant. County officials
have claimed the city has provided little
maintenance to the point that areas within
the reservoir are unsafe.

A workshop tonight
for clearing records

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Residents who want to clear
some or all of their criminal records
may wish to take advantage of an
expungement seminar in East
Orange tonight.

The workshop, presented by
representatives from the Essex
County Prosecutor’s Office, Essex-
Newark Legal Services, and the
Superior Court in Newark, begins
at 6 p.m. in the main branch of the
East Orange Public Library.

Topics of discussion will
include the process for expunging a
criminal or a juvenile record; types
of records that can be expunged;
time requirements for an expunge-
ment; filing for an expungement;
and what happens afterward.

Concerns about how criminal
records affect some residents’ abili-
ty to gain employment was dis-
cussed during an Orange forum in
May. 

During that meeting, Anthony
Ambrose, chief of detectives for the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office,
was among panel members who
discussed the need to increase
employment for  former offenders.
Ambrose said a  record does pre-
clude them from obtaining employ-
ment in certain fields. He noted,

however, it did not mean there was
no hope for some residents.

“You can’t work for the govern-
ment with a criminal record, but
there are other jobs out there,”
Ambrose said. “The answer is
expungement. If you get your
records expunged, that won’t show
up on any background check that a
potential employer might do.”

Ambrose said he would advise
former convicts not to lie on job
applications because that could hurt
their hiring or employment status if
a criminal record is found. He
acknowledged the irony that telling
the truth to a prospective employer
might lead to not being hired.

That’s why, Ambrose said, get-
ting a criminal record expunged is
an option for former convicts who
seek a new lease on life. 

The library is at 21 S. Arlington
Ave. Call 973-693-5774 for addi-
tional information.

Back in the groove

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Louise O’Shea, a fifth-grade teacher at the Rosa Parks Intermediate Center, dis-
cusses classroom goals for the year as schools opened Sept. 8. The Parks Cen-
ter is part of the Central Rosa Parks Campus School.

Honoring a colleague

Capt. Aric Webster of the Orange Police Depart-
ment, left, joins fellow Bethel Lodge 10 member
Darnell Fagg during a ceremony in remembrance
of public servants at the Christian Love Baptist
Church in Irvington. Both men were at the event to
honor State Police Detective Sgt. Dwayne Kelley,
a lodge member who died in 2008 while serving as
an Army Reserve major in Iraq.

Senior vaccine clinics begin
City officials announced last week the Nursing

Division would conduct its annual flu and pneumonia
vaccination clinics for senior residents.

The clinics began Wednesday at Salem Towers.
Five more sessions are scheduled:

• Tuesday: Washington Manor,  340 Thomas Blvd.,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Sept. 29: Orange City Hall, 29 N. Day St., 1 to 4
p.m.

• Oct. 6: Oakwood Towers, 400 Oakwood Ave., 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Oct. 14: New Community Senior Citizens Center,
132 William St., 1 to 4 p.m.

• Oct. 28: Orange City Hall, 29 N. Day St., 8:30
a.m. to noon.

Residents must be at least 65 years of age to be eli-
gible. Those on Medicare are urged to bring their tra-
ditional Medicare card. Individuals with Medicare
Advantage plans will have co-payments. No Medicaid
plans will be accepted.

Contact the Nursing Division at 973-266-4080 for
additional information.

On stage

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Orange students, from left, Zaina Hubbard, Princess Lockhart and Danielle Bar-
rett, discuss a topic through performance Saturday during a daylong program for
teens. Activities at the Teen Summit included workshops and demonstrations
designed to help students improve in academic and social areas.

Orange schools
host open houses

Public schools in Orange
will conduct open houses to
begin the school year. This
week’s events include:

• Central Parks: Grades 2-
7, today, 6-8 p.m.

• Orange Prep: All grades,
today, 6-8 p.m.

• Orange High: All grades,
Tuesday, 6-8 p.m. 

• Park: All grades, Wednes-
day, 6-8 p.m.

• Heywood: PreK to Grade
4, Wednesday, 6-8 p.m.;
Grades 5-7, Sept. 29, 6-8 p.m.

• Oakwood: All grades,
Sept. 29, 6-8 p.m.

OHS Class of ’68
meets in October

The Reunion Committee of
the Class of 1968 at Orange
High School continues its
search for classmates for the
the Oct. 9 reunion. It also has
also extended the invitation to
alumni from 1965 to 1971.

Interested alumni can
express interest through the
Facebook page, “Orange
(NJ) High School Class of
1968,” and by contacting
members Alvenia Jones at
ajonesprayer2@comcast.net,
Diane Fisher Bittings at dbit-
tings@optimum.net, and
Joyce Joyner at
joycevj@yahoo.com.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

Stories begin at 10 and 11
a.m., as well as noon, in the
Children’s Library.

The library is at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue. Call
the office at 973-673-0153 for
additional information. 

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.

County personnel will present
legal seminar on expungement

Today’s session will
begin at 6 p.m. inside
the main branch of
the East Orange Pub-
lic Library, 21 S.
Arlington Ave.


