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By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Sunday will mark the 10th
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York, the Pentagon
in Washington, D.C., and a third
unsuccessful attack that ended in
a Pennsylvania field, all of which
took the lives of several thousands
of people.

City officials have scheduled a
ceremony that not only honors the
people of that day but focuses on
the future. 

Earlier this week, Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said the
Orange Youth Football and cheer-
leading teams will open the  season
on Sunday inside Bell Stadium.

In addition, Hawkins said a
national 9/11 bus was scheduled to

stop in Orange this week.
“The bus left Manhattan Beach,

Calif., on Jan. 25 and will arrive in
Manhattan for the 9/11 ceremonies
at ground zero.”

Hawkins said tour members
take photos of firefighters in front
of the bus logo for a book to be pre-
sented to the Fire Department of
New York on Sunday.

As historic as the 10th anniver-

sary will be, Hawkins said
Orange’s youth would be the focus
of the community on Sunday. He
said that the four football teams —
the Storms, Hurricanes,  Cyclones
and Tornadoes — come  off a
remarkable season that had all four
teams reach division championship
games of the Twin Valley Football
Conference.

“The Orange Youth Football
teams have long been a source of
pride for our community,” Hawkins
said. “This year, we are especially
proud of their extraordinary 2010
season.”

Games are scheduled to begin at
10:30 a.m.

Keith Pressey, supervisor of the
Division of Recreation, said the
Hurricanes are going into the sea-
son as the favorites to win their
league once again. They said the
team will benefit from gaining
graduating players from the
Storms, who won its division. The
other teams must dethrone reigning
champs in their divisions.

“This is a very talented team
with an explosive, no-huddle
offense,” Pressey said. “Many
teams within the league are fully
aware of this team’s capabilities
and are trying to scheme up defens-
es to stop the Hurricanes.”

Pressey said that he anticipates a
“solid seasons” from all of
Orange’s youth teams.

“Our Tornadoes look to get back
on track after having their 21-game
winning streak snapped in a hard-
fought championship battle against
Jersey City,” Pressey said. “Our
Cyclones look to surpass their suc-
cess in reaching the championship
although coming up short. Their
confidence is high.”

Information about the Orange
Youth Football opening-day cere-
mony, contact Pressey at 973-266-
4045.
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9/11 - 10 Years Later 
This special commemorative
issue recalls the days, and
shares some of the memories of
our friends and neighbors.

See Inside.
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Italian festival
ready for weekend

A tradition in Orange contin-
ues this weekend when the
city’s Little Italy section hosts
its annual ethnic festival.

The Orange Italian Ameri-
can Organization will present
the 11th annual Italian Ameri-
can Street Festival on Saturday
and Sunday. Activities will be
centered around Lincoln
Avenue and Mechanic Street
and include music, rides, come-
dy and plenty of food from
noon to 10 p.m.

Contact Lucy DiIura at 973-
296-5169 for more information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.

Homicides spur creation of police unit
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
In the light of two homicides during the past 10 days,

city police personnel will be moved into a new unit which
city officials said is designed to patrol high-crime areas.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. and police officials said
Sept. 1 a new Street Crimes Unit would be formed. Mem-
bers of the unit, said the mayor, would be selected from
officers who would be considered the most active on duty.

The unit’s creation follows the deaths of two men on
consecutive evenings to close August.

• Kelry Pierre-Jules, 23, of Orange died Aug. 30 after
he was found at approximately 8 p.m. in the area of 147
Cleveland St. He died shortly after he arrived at Universi-
ty Hospital.

An autopsy determined blunt-force trauma as the cause
of death, which law enforcement personnel said often
means a physical assault.

• One night later, city resident Hameek Thomas, 18,
was shot in the 200 block of Cleveland Street. Thomas
was taken to University Hospital, where he died at
approximately 3:30 a.m. on Sept. 1.

A spokeswoman with the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office said an early investigation showed Hameek’s death
may have been the result of a targeted shooting.

In an interview last week, Hawkins said it was clear
stronger action was needed in areas where levels of vio-
lent crime where increased.

“Last night I saw a young man with two bullets in his
head. Enough is enough,” said Hawkins, referring to the

Hameek death. “Criminals must now know that if they
want to commit a crime in Orange, they will be swiftly
apprehended and punished. That’s if they’re not stopped
and arrested in advance.”

In response to concerns about the unit’s staffing,
Hawkins said regular coverage initially would come from
overtime but expressed optimism the Police Department
would be able to hire officers who experienced layoffs in
other municipalities. 

Under state law, that would allow the officers to begin
active duty immediately instead of requiring recruits to go
through six months of academy training.

Hawkins stressed that all police officers the city laid
off earlier this year have been rehired, so hires in this
round would come from outside the city.

Opening day excitement

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Dancers from the Orange High School marching band travel down the aisle dur-
ing the Sept. 1 superintendent’s forum inside the Orange Preparatory Academy
to open the school year.

Youth football, 9/11 ceremony planned

A focus
is put on
seniors

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
recently announced city officials
will focus on the health and safety
of senior residents during Septem-
ber.

Hawkins said Monday the
Orange Police Department has
begun cracking down on speeding
in the neighborhoods around senior
buildings in response to motor
vehicle complaints near Oakwood
Towers. He said police conducted a
vehicle checkpoint and pedestrian-
decoy operation on Friday that
resulted in 88 summonses.

“Seventy-four were issued for
failure to stop or yield for a pedes-
trian; 14 for other offenses; and two
vehicles were towed,” Hawkins
said. “Lt. William Boggier com-
manded this operation at no cost to
the city. The operation was funded
by a New Jersey Division of High-
way Traffic Safety grant the city
recently received.”

Hawkins said the operation
focused on Oakwood Avenue,
between numbers 268 and 400, in
an area containing a “high concen-
tration” of senior citizen resi-
dences.

“Our seniors notified me of con-
cerns in their area related to speed-
ing vehicles and we responded with
a motor vehicle crackdown to
ensure their safety,” Hawkins said.
“I want to assure residents that the
Orange Police Department is pre-
pared to repeat this operation
whenever speeding in the area gets
out of hand. This operation is one
piece of our comprehensive
approach to keep the residents of
Orange safe.”

Hawkins said the crackdown
coincides with his administration’s
creation of a street-crimes unit that
was formed to combat other public
safety concerns. He said both initia-
tives are a continuation of policies
related to senior citizens that he has
discussed many times in the past
and most recently at the annual sen-
ior picnic in August.

During the picnic, Hawkins dis-
cuss some of the activities and pro-
grams available to senior residents,
including the Orange Health and
Wellness Alliance, Farmers Market
Vouchers, and the Senior Volunteer
Program.

“Orange has an Office of Older
Adults that provides city seniors
with daily office assistance as well
as a wide variety of social activities
to enjoy throughout the year,”
Hawkins said. “Over the past three
years, we have expanded services
for seniors to include the Health
and Wellness Alliance, low-cost
prescription drugs, and now, a new
farmers market voucher program.

“A program of films for seniors
is being launched at the Orange
Public Library this month,” he con-
tinued, “and we also provide a
schedule of recreation, education,
and health programs throughout the
year.”

Hawkins said that any seniors
interested in participating in city-
sponsored activities can call his
office at 973-266-4005.

Additional information about
the senior programs is available of
Page 3.

The ‘Main’ entertainment

Photo By John Zucal
Members of the Cross Steel Band provide lunchtime musical entertainment for shoppers on a sunny afternoon
Sept. 1 near Main and Cleveland streets.

Mayor says members would cover violent-crime areas, also wants to hire officers


