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Offices to close for
Labor Day holiday

Our offices will be closed
Monday in observance of the
Labor Day holiday. Deadlines
for the issue of Sept. 8 are:

Legal notices, Today, noon
Display ads, Friday, noon
Classifieds, Tuesday 3 p.m.
Editorial copy, Friday, noon 
We wish all our readers a

safe and happy holiday.

Steel band to play
along Main Street 

Shoppers along Main Street
will be entertained this after-
noon as the Cross Steel Band
will perform at noon at Main
and  Cleveland streets.

Contact the Division of Cul-
tural Affairs at 973-266-4085
for more information about this
and other events.

School year opens
with district forum

Goals and initiatives in the
Orange School District will be
discussed today during the
annual Superintendent’s Forum
at 8:30 a.m. in the Orange
Preparatory Academy.

Elliot D. Lee, vice president
of Northeast Region communi-
ty relations for the JP Morgan
Chase Foundation, will be the
keynote speaker. The founda-
tion is a funder of educational
programs and community ini-
tiatives in the city. Students
return to school on Sept. 8.

Seniors to enjoy
fish-fry and music

Senior residents of Orange
have been invited to an after-
noon of food and entertainment
by a city councilman.

A fish fry is planned  Sept. 9
from noon to 4 p.m. at the home
of Councilman Rayfield Mor-
ton, 157 Parrow St. Jazz and
blues bands will provide the
entertainment.

Attendees will need to show
identification as proof of their
being Orange residents.

Additional information is
available by contacting Morton
at 862-252-3933.

City responds well in Irene’s aftermath
Hawkins credits
employees for
helping residents  

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
congratulated the city’s employees
for their response to Hurricane
Irene.

“The flow of information to the
public by my office staff, public
relations team and other depart-
ments was both critical and effec-
tive during Hurricane Irene,” said
Hawkins, who also serves as the
city’s emergency management
coordinator.

“I was out and about during the
night of the storm and have
received numerous compliments
from various individuals,” he con-
tinued. “Not only about the extent
to which they were kept informed,
but also the responsiveness of
police, fire, public works and other
emergency management
personnel throughout the night of
the storm and during the after-
math.”

Although Hurricane Irene was
downgraded to a tropical storm
Sunday, Hawkins and other city
officials said the status did not
mean the storm did not cause dam-
age. That is why Hawkins credited
municipal employees for their
work.

Hawkins recommended resi-
dents contact their insurance agents
to discuss claims and to make sure
cleanup contractors are qualified to
do the job.

South Ward Councilman
Edward Marable said he agreed
with Hawkins. Marable said he
believed the city employees have
performed well so far and that the
bar has been set pretty high for con-
tractor performance.

Marable added residents in his
ward experienced power outages as
well as downed trees and limbs.

“The South Ward was hit pretty
hard and there were a lot of trees
down, but the biggest problems that
I’m aware of is the loss of power
and the flooding of basements,”
Marable said. “The flooding of
basements is problematic because
there are boilers and electrical con-
duits and things down there. I did a
lot of walking around and driving
around talking to residents and
going into their homes and that was
probably the biggest issue.”

Marable said while Hawkins
had to approach the storm and
aftermath on a general level, he
said his approach was to deal with
residents’ problems on a personal
level.

“Once again I opened my home
to anyone who needed it. But I was
out of the country in England for
two weeks and I didn’t get back
until that Saturday morning at 2
a.m.,” said Marable. “When I did
get back, I had an issue related to a
death in the family to deal with,
too, and then the storm hit. If I had
been here in town I would have

been more involved in the plan-
ning.”

That said, Marable added he
was proud of the way the city’s
employees handled their responsi-
bilities during and after the storm.
He noted the Department of Public
Works was “tremendously respon-
sive.”

“All of the fallen trees that I saw
did not fall on homes or vehicles
and that was interesting, but I did
see trees that were blocking
streets,” said Marable. “Public
Works was right there on the job
dealing with them. I was very

pleased at their prompt response.
They did a very good job under dif-
ficult circumstances.”

Raymond Wingfield, president
of the Orange Municipal Employ-
ees Benevolent Association, the
union that represents the city’s
nonuniformed workers, said he was
glad Hawkins gave kudos to his
members.

“We’ve been working constant-
ly since last Saturday when the
storm first hit up through Wednes-
day this week,” said Wingfield.
“We’re going to be busy for the
foreseeable future.”

Photo By Chris Sykes
Hurricane Irene left downed trees throughout the city, mainly in the South Ward.

Corbitt expresses
hot line concerns

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

While he expressed support for
the city’s response to Hurricane
Irene, one councilman said he saw
room for improvement.

“I’ve never seen the Public
Works employees work so hard
and so fast before in my life. I saw
some of the guys out there sweat-
ing,” Corbitt said. “The only com-
plaint I had with our response was
that the voicemail for the emer-
gency service hot line was inade-
quate. Once it filled up, there was
no place for anyone who called
looking for help, or trying to report
a situation or the need for service,
to go. Corbitt said he would like
one change in the emergency hot
line  before it is again needed.

“I just wish they had somebody
live manning that hot line to
respond to peoples’ calls,” said
Corbitt. “I just think they should
have had a live person there to
respond or just take down mes-
sages and information.”

Corbitt did credit the office of
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. for
providing status updates with City
Council members.

“They don’t always keep the
council appraised of things that
happen in the city, but this time
they did an excellent job in keep-
ing us updated about the things that
were happening and the ongoing
response to the storm,” Corbitt
said.

Hawkins also serves as the
city’s emergency management
coordinator. In a statement,
Hawkins said the Public Works
Department cleaned city’s storm
drains prior to the storm to ensure
the system was working to its
capability.

“This was done successfully
and minimized the flooding of
neighborhoods,” Hawkins said.
While Corbitt expressed his con-
cerns, Hawkins said calls to the hot

line were referred to city personnel
to be resolved.

Hawkins said the city’s emer-
gency management team worked
Saturday night to assess the storm
while addressing resident concerns.

“City officials also provided
updates and alerts to residents via
email, reverse 911 calls, social net-
work sites and Channel 35,”
Hawkins said. Channel 35 is the
city’s public-access channel.
“Coordination between federal,
state and local agencies was contin-
uous.”

Hawkins declared a state of
emergency Saturday evening. That
night, late-operating businesses
were advised to close by 10 p.m.

After the storm, Hawkins said
residents experienced power out-
ages and flooding.

“Sporadic power outages
occurred throughout the city, some
due to fallen trees on power lines,”
Hawkins said. “PSE&G crews, as
well as tree contractors, continue to
work in an effort to restore power.
Some lost power has been restored.

Hawkins said that water levels
in the east branch of the Rahway
River and other areas rose, some
basements were flooded in the Val-
ley area by early Sunday morning.
He added storm-drainage issues
caused flooding in the East Ward.

In addition, residents were
urged to limit water use after a
potential water main break caused
United Water to limit usage and to
urge customers to boil water. That
warning was lifted on Monday.

Italian fest returning
to city next weekend

A tradition in Orange continues in September when the city’s Little
Italy section hosts it annual ethnic festival.

The Orange Italian American Organization will present the 11th annu-
al Italian American Street Festival Sept. 10-11. Activities will be centered
around Lincoln Avenue and Mechanic Street and include music, rides,
comedy and plenty of food from noon to 10 p.m.

The organization will honor Paul Ippolito IV, owner of Ippolito’s
Funeral Home, with its Man of the Year Award on Sept. 10 at 6 p.m.

Entertainment will be provided each day. Curt the Clown will make his
way through the festival both days from 3 to 5 p.m. Fulvio and Friends
will begin to close the festival Sept. 11 with a 7 p.m. concert.

Contact Lucy DiIura at 973-296-5169 for more information.

Reminder
on dress
is issued

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Last-minute school shoppers
were reminded by Orange officials
that the district has a dress code for
its students.

Some elementary schools have
had dress codes for much of the
past decade. Students at Orange
High School and the Orange
Preparatory Academy were
required to begin dressing in speci-
fied colors and styles three years
ago.

Orange High School
• White, orange or black polo

with school patch or embroidery,
which can be bought at the school.

• Black or khaki pants; knee-
length shirt, slacks or skorts.

• Black sweater, vest or cardigan
with school patch or embroidery.

• Ties mandatory for in-season
athletes, performers and members
of the National Honor Society and
HOSA members.

Orange Preparatory Academy
• Khaki pants, skirts or skorts;

gray- and yellow-plaid skirts.
• White, royal blue or gold short

or long-sleeve polos.
• White short- or long-sleeve

Oxford shirts.
• Navy blue blazer, v-neck

cardigans, pullover sweaters, vests.
• Striped or solid ties; girls’

cross ties.
Grades 5-7

• Navy blue or khaki pants,
dress, skirt or uniform shorts.

• White or light blue polo with
collar.

• Physical education uniform is
gray or navy blue sweatpants or
shorts; gray, navy blue, light blue or
white T-shirt.

Grades Pre-K-4
• Navy blue pants, dress, skirts

or uniform shorts.
• White or light blue polo with

collar.
• Physical education uniform is

gray or navy blue sweatpants or
shorts; gray, navy blue, light blue or
white T-shirt.

Kendall’s coming

Photo Courtesy Luna Stage
Trent Armand Kendall is full of expression as he
prepares for ‘Picture Incomplete,’ a new musical
co-written by him, that will be performed Sept. 16-
18 during the opening of Luna Stage’s second
season at 555 Valley St.

Pleased with administration’s
connection with City Council

‘What sense does it
make to have a hot
line but the voice-

mail is full?’
— Elroy Corbitt,

councilman


