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12 more laid-off employees are rehired
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
As quiet as it has been kept relative to the

big announcements and fanfare that accom-
panied his administration’s rehiring of laid-
off police officers and firefighters, city offi-
cials welcomed back several more previous-
ly released employees.

“We reached a deal back in July and we
came back to work officially on July 11,”
said Raymond Wingfield, president of the
union that represents city employees except
for police and fire personnel. “We got all of
the DPW workers back, everybody in the
courts, but not all of the laid-off employees
from the other departments were brought
back. We wanted people to get hired back
based on seniority, but the city wanted to do

it by need, so we got 12 people back. In the
contract we stipulated that in the event that a
need arises for the jobs in the city, then they
must bring back the most senior person left
on the layoff list.”

Wingfield said he and his union members
agreed to that concession. He said in any
contract negotiation neither side is going to
get everything they want.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. announced
June 28 that former Department of Public
Works Deputy Director Calvin Bell had been
promoted to acting director while former
Director Arlene Kemp was moved to serve as
the city’s municipal engineer. Bell received a
$19,000 salary increase in his new position.

At that time, city officials also hired a
new chief financial officer, finance director
and tax assessor. Hawkins said the staffing
changes would result in a “total annual sav-
ings of $130,000” compared to the previous
total slaries and benefits.

Wingfield said those moves, in addition to
others that have occurred since Hawkins took
office in 2008, hurt laid-off city workers.

“That was unfair when you had people
laid off, and I told the mayor and the heads of

the other unions that,” Wingfield said. “It
was also unfair to do promotions when peo-
ple were still laid off. It just was not a good
look for the city when he’s bringing in out-
side people for some of these positions when
there are actually qualified people from right
here in the city and the rest of Essex County
who could do the job.”  

Hawkins could not be reached for com-
ment by press time. The city laid off 52
employees and demoted 24 more early this
year in order to help close what was a $6.4
million shortfall in the 2011city budget.  

Since then, most of the police personnel
have been rehired; the Fire Department
agreed to terms to rehire all of the laid-off
firefighters; and city officials are hiring 12
more through a federal grant.
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Mayor’s picnic is
set for Aug. 19

Older residents can enjoy an
afternoon outdoors next week as
the city presents the annual
mayor’s picnic.

The picnic is scheduled
Aug. 19 at 10 a.m. at the Orange
Reservoir, Northfield Avenue,
West Orange.

School orientation
sessions scheduled

The Orange School District
has planned orientation sessions
for students and their parents
during late August.

• Students at the Orange
Preparatory Academy will meet
Aug. 22 at 6 p.m.

• Orange High’s 10th-grade
students will meet Aug. 23 at 6
p.m.

• Students in the 11th grade
at Orange High will meet Aug.
24 at 6 p.m.

• Orange High’s 12th-grade
students will meet Aug. 25 at 6
p.m.

All sessions will be conduct-
ed in the cafeteria of Orange
High School, 400 Lincoln Ave.

Arts Unbound
hosts ‘Untitled’

Residents can view works
from many local artists as Arts
Unbound presents an exhibit in
Orange.

The Friends of Arts
Unbound Invitational is hosting
Sherri Zuckerman’s “Untitled,”
an show and sale to benefit
future exhibitions for artists
with disabilities.

The exhibit is being present-
ed at the Arts Unbound gallery,
544 Freeman St., daily from
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. or by
appointment until Aug. 19. Call
the gallery at 973-675-2787 for
additional information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by email to orangetran-
script@thelocalsource.com.

Summer fun

Photo By Craig Epps
Michelle Simmons, left, and Michelle Moore enjoy
a hot afternoon July 28 as St. Matthew AME
Church hosted its Family and Friends Day. Activi-
ties and a barbecue followed a Sunday morning
service in the church. More photos on Page 6.

Munching and mentoring

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Two students prepare part of a lunch that was served on the final day of an
Extended School Year enrichment program at Orange High School in life-skills
training. The event was mentored by students from the Orange Preparatory
Academy and Orange High School and included academics, arts and crafts, and
cooking meals for their peers.

City man kills self
after reportedly
shooting co-worker

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

An employee at a Somerset
County country club was found
dead after shooting a colleague and
fleeing the scene, police said.

City police found the body of
Francisco Jimenez, 59, of Central
Place in the area of Monte Irvin
Orange Park at about 6:45 a.m.
Monday. Investigators with the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
said  the man apparently committed
suicide after he was found with a
gunshot wound to the head. 

Essex County investigators said
they believed the man was involved
in a shooting reported in Somerset
County nearly two hours earlier.

Police in Bedminster Township
were called to Fiddler’s Elbow
County Club after a groundskeeper
was shot at about 5 a.m., said Som-
erset County Prosecutor Geoffrey
Soriano in a statement Monday.

After questioning the victim,
detectives said it appeared Jimenez
stopped the automobile, in which
the victim was the front-seat pas-
senger, at the club’s entrance.
Jimenez then allegedly approached
the victim and shot him twice, with
both bullets entering his upper
body.

The victim was taken to a near-
by hospital while Jimenez reported-
ly returned to Orange.

After questioning the victim,
whose name was not released,
detectives identified Jiminez as
another groundskeeper. It was
determined that the shooting result-
ed from a work-related dispute
between them.

The victim’s condition was
upgraded from critical to stable, a
spokesman for the Somerset prose-

cutor’s office said Tuesday. The
hospital to which the victim was
taken has not been identified.

State Police were notified after
the shooting, said the spokesman,
and after an Orange address was
provided for Jimenez, detectives
began their search. While en route,
the State Police notified them that
Orange police had begun an inves-
tigation into an apparent suicide
outside the park.

The Homicide Task Force in the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
was called in to investigate
Jimenez’s death, said Katherine
Carter, a spokeswoman for the
Essex Prosecutor’s Office. The
Somerset spokesman said
Jimenez’s black SUV was found
near South Center and Henry
streets.

Jimenez was pronounced dead
at the scene. An autopsy by the
Regional Medical Examiner’s
Office has not been completed.

Francisco Jimenez

Mathletes in action

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
A staff member watches as students from one of Orange’s Summer Academies
work to solve a problem during the school district’s TRYMathlon during late July
at Bell Stadium. Approximately 200 students participated in a mathematics-
based competition, some of which included an athletic component.

Arts, fun combine on Saturday
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
An afternoon of activities for local youth will be

available Saturday as an organization within the city
hosts a day-long program.

ORNG Ink, a youth-based organization, will host
its annual Inkalicious Art Party on Tompkins Street.
It  was created, as an interdisciplinary art and design
studio, by students from Orange High School in
2008.

The organization is one of those which is based
within the Valley Arts District of Orange and West
Orange. It is in the IronWorks gallery, 406 Tompkins

St., around where the activities will be centered.
Among the activities planned between 11 a.m. and

6 p.m. are skating, music and what planners call “col-
laborative art-making.”

According to advisors, ORNG was created to help
teenage students develop and maintain a commerce-
based enterprise through self-expression and explo-
ration in visual, performing and literary arts and digi-
tal media.

IronWorks officials said their gallery provides
space for the program and assistance for the students
through free programs emphasize self-initiated educa-
tion, motivation and evaluation.

Non-uniformed personnel return after being released earlier this year
Workers were called back
after the city hired new
officials and granted a
salary increase to a pro-
moted official.


