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Switching city budget cycle wasn’t simple
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Orange’s move to a calendar-year budget cycle may have

appeared to be a simple decision. The move, however,
required deep analysis and a commitment for the future,
especially for the next six months.

City Council members authorized officials in April to
apply to the state’s Local Finance Board for permission to
switch from a fiscal-year to calendar-year budget. The board
granted approval during its June meeting. Orange was one of
14 municipalities during the two months prior to July 1
which received approval to switch cycles.

To gain permission, however, city officials had to present
detailed financial projections for the next 2 1/2 years. These
included  projected budgets for 2012 and 2013 and monthly
cash flow through the end of 2013.

In addition to the financial information, city officials had
to promise that, with one exception, they would not seek
Transitional Aid to supplement normal operations until 2014.
The exception would be if an “unexpected” event, such as a

building loss or major weather event, occurred which led to
a large loss of tax revenue.

State officials said the financial analysis and aid restric-
tion is to ensure Orange, as with the other municipalities
which applied, should not experience adverse effects from
the switch.

The budget projections provide a glance into Orange’s fis-
cal expectations during the next 29 months. In it, city offi-
cials presumed a spending plan of approximately $26 million
for the six months through Dec. 31. It is less than one-half of
the 2011 adopted fiscal-year budget of $53 million. 

City officials were working on a “transition year” meas-
ure that Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. could present to the
council, Frank Baraff, the city’s publicist, said Tuesday. He
said they were attempting to complete their work in time for
last night’s council meeting.

Orange is expected to receive $2.6 million in state aid
during the six-month period, according to the state Division
of Local Government Services when it released municipal
aid figures last week. City officials they also have budgeted

for the city to get a combined $8.36 million in aid in 2012.
The 2011 transition budget, said Baraff, will not include a

tax increase for the remainder of the year as city officials said
Orange will receive “a full year of state revenue aid for a six-
month period.”

Lisa Ryan, a spokeswoman for the state Department of
Community Affairs, said Tuesday the statement did not mean
Orange and other transitioning municipalities would receive
excess aid. Ryan said the aid would be distributed within the
same schedule.

“The transitioning towns get no more and no less. The aid
is accounted for differently in their technical budget account-
ing,” said Ryan. “The switch causes towns to recognize funds
in a manner that builds a technical surplus,” said Ryan.
“These provisions ensure there is stability in their budgets
and towns do not use the transaction as a one-time gimmick
that causes out-year problems.”

Baraff said city officials plan to follow the state’s sugges-
tion by deferring aid into 2012 and 2013 to limit potential tax
increases.

Arts Unbound
hosts ‘Untitled’

Residents can view works
from many local artists as Arts
Unbound presents an exhibit in
Orange.

The Friends of Arts
Unbound Invitational is hosting
Sherri Zuckerman’s “Untitled,”
an show and sale to benefit
future exhibitions for artists
with disabilities.

The exhibit is being present-
ed at the Arts Unbound gallery,
544 Freeman St., daily from
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. or by
appointment until Aug. 19. Call
the gallery at 973-675-2787 for
additional information.

Barnhardt returns
for Tyson concert

Sandra Barnhardt, wife of
former City Councilman Allen
Barnhardt and former minister
of music at St. Matthew AME
Church will return with several
groups and a choir from the
Charleston, S.C., area during an
evening of gospel music.

“Gospel Music: The
Charleston Experience” will be
presented Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. in
the Cicely Tyson Community
School in East Orange.

In addition, a choir of former
Tyson students is being formed
to perform during the concert.
Organizers said at least 80
alumni have expressed interest
in singing that evening.

The school is at 35 Winans
St., East Orange. Call the
school at 973-414-8600 for
additional information.

Free web listing
for local nonprofits

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages
on the Orange Transcript’s
website, orangenjnavigtor.com,
which can provide text, video
and audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail
kurt@mytownnavigator.com.

Church
award
nominees
selected

The Newark Chapter of the
Union of Black Episcopalians will
honor five candidates for the Clara
Horsley Leadership Award during a
breakfast Sept. 24 at the Chandelier
restaurant in Belleville. The winner
will be announced during the event
and proceeds will go to the chap-
ter’s scholarship fund.  

Nominees for this years award
include the Rev. Kathleen Ballard,
the House of Prayer, Newark;
Dorothy Fowlkes, Church of Our
Saviour, Secaucus; A. Lorraine
Jones, Church of the Epiphany,
Orange; Ruth Mayes, Trinity and
St. Phillip’s Cathedral; and Clare E.
Thompson, Christ Church, Tea-
neck. 

The award is given by the
Newark Chapter of the Union of
Black Episcopalians in memory of
Clara Horsley, a founding member
of the chapter.

For more than 30 years, Horsley
was a member of Christ Episcopal
Church, East Orange, where,
among her many positions, she
served as senior and junior warden,
vestryperson, president of the Altar
Guild, and a member of the Preser-
vation and Restoration Committee.
She served as president of the
Diocesan Episcopal Church
Women for two terms and was also
active at the provincial and nation-
al levels.

Horsley attended the General
Convention of the Episcopal
Church for many years. She served
on the Diocesan Profile Committee
for the selection of a the ninth bish-
op of Newark.  Horsley also was
was a president of the local chapter
of the Union of Black Episco-
palians for two terms.

Chapter officials said award
nominees are persons who demon-
strate strong leadership qualities as
well as those who are willing to
serve the church. They added the
individuals are special in that they
are willing to serve not only on a
parochial level but also on a dioce-
san level.  

Organization officials said nom-
inee leadership qualities must
model that of Horsley: a communi-
cant in good standing in the Episco-
pal Diocese of Newark and
engaged in the life, work and min-
istry of the diocese of Newark as
well as their congregation for a
minimum of three years.  They can
be either lay members or clergy.

For 32 years, the Newark Chap-
ter has awarded more than $40,000
in scholarships to high school grad-
uates who chapter officials said
exhibit excellence in academics,
community activities and their
church mission.

Contact Lauren Harrison at 973-
349-7519 for more information.

Two join Fire Department

Photo Courtesy City of Orange
With Fire Chief Robert Manganelli holding the Bible, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., swears in Robert Glassman
and Daniel Hessler to the Orange Fire Department. Both were hired through a federal grant the city received
earlier this year and a state law that permits municipalities to expedite the hiring of firefighters with previous
training and experience. Ten more who will be hired through the grant are attending an area fire academy.

Orange presents tastiest foods and sounds
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Visitors to Monte Irvin Park

were treated to a sampling of
Orange’s best cuisine through the
city and its business community.  

Saturday’s inaugural “Taste of
Orange” kicked off Restaurant
Week, which runs through Friday.
The event that highlighted the taste
delights the city has to offer includ-
ed a concert featuring “classic”
1980s artists, including the Force
MDs, Hunter Hayes, Anonymous,
Kenny Bobien and Colonel
Abrams.

Food was available to purchase
from local eateries, and a city offi-
cial said more than 500 people
attended the five-hour fair.

“Taste of Orange is part of our
larger economic development strat-
egy of marketing Orange as a desti-
nation city,” Mayor Eldrige
Hawkins Jr. said. “Our wonderful
restaurants already attract dollars
from around the around the region,
and this event plus Orange Restau-
rant Week are designed to make
many more people, residents and
outsiders alike, aware of what
Orange has to offer. Taste of
Orange was a spectacular success.”

Hawkins said the city’s Urban
Enterprise Zone program funded
Saturday’s event.  

“The purpose of UEZ funding is
to strengthen businesses in the zone
for the benefit of everyone in
Orange,” Hawkins said. “The city
still had funding in its UEZ budget
for marketing and advertising
despite state cuts. The funds are
part of open projects.”

Hawkins referred to the state
budget in which, for the second
consecutive year, Trenton will keep
the full 3.5 percent sales tax col-
lected in the city. Previously, the

amount was credited to the city’s
UEZ program for use in promoting
commerce.

At Large Councilman Rayfield
Morton is veteran music industry
manager and promoter who once
counted the Force MDs as clients.
He has been responsible for bring-
ing other notable performers to
Orange and said it was worth hav-

ing them provide the entertainment.
“It was a good time for residents

of the city and visitors alike to
come through and listen to some
good music, eat some good food
and have a good, safe time,” said
Morton. 

Referring to the Lincoln Park
Music Festival on Sunday in
Newark, he continued: “Even

though there were two cultural
events going on in Orange and
Newark over the weekend, it was-
n’t like they were competing
against each other for people or
performers because what they real-
ly ended up doing was giving peo-
ple from all over the greater
Newark area a chance to do some-
thing positive.”

Photo Courtesy City of Orange
A buffet awaits visitors during Saturday’s ‘Taste of Orange’ fair in Monte Irvin Park.

Editorial
deadlines

• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be sent

by email to orangetranscript@the-
localsource.com.


