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Debt crisis? Let’s talk family first
To the Editor:

What’s the story with the debt crisis? Why is Moody’s threatening our
credit rating? What is the danger of default?

First, I’ve returned from vacation, where my daughter and her family
kidnapped me. Second, her son, Kyle, was inducted into the national High
School Scholars Society and he just finished his Junior ROTC encamp-
ment successfully as company commander.

Third, Kyle’s cousin, Brendan, successful completed his computer
camp at Ohio State University with rave notices from his instructor for his
abilities and assistance in helping other high-schoolers at the more diffi-
cult programming levels. So our family shares these events with everyone
to show that people associated with Orange do well.

Now, on to the “debt crisis.”
Several weeks ago, I described the debt-ceiling process. What had

gone on in Washington was a situation created by people we elected who
have no background in math, finance, economics or business. As I’ve
stated before, the government has overspent and doesn’t want to live
within its budget.

There is a lack of leadership and Washington is floundering. Those of
us who have such backgrounds can recognize the bumblers quickly. When
you put together a budget, the various divisions and departments input to
it based on financial directions from the top, such as with wages, inflation.

This may be done by the executive staff as a first cut. This budget is
consolidated and revised, then sent back to the others. There are no press
conferences after each session while the president makes no disparaging
comments about the other and vice versa.

As for the threats of a credit rating downgrade, the rating by Moody’s
and other services is not based on the debt ceiling but on the management
of the country. As a result, raising the debt ceiling may have no effect on
a lower credit. Also, remember that Moody’s and the other services were
the same people who gave the subprime mortgages AAA ratings. All the

talk out of the White House was an attempt to frighten people, which
shows weak leadership.

As stated by me and others, the government needs to cut spending. The
projections for Social Security and Medicare were shortened by five years
since 2010, which means both programs will run out of money five years
earlier than was predicted last year.

The only people who are unemployed or have decreased wages are
nongovernment workers. God Bless America.

William R. Lewis
Orange

Guidelines for letters
The Orange Transcript and the East Orange Record welcome submis-

sions from their readers. Letters to the editor or opinion pieces on any
subject will be considered for publication on the opinion pages.

This opportunity is open to all residents, officials and employees of
Orange, East Orange and Essex County. The Transcript and the Record
reserve the right to edit all submissions for length, content and style. Writ-
ers must include their name, address and daytime telephone number for
verification.

Letters must be no more than 400 words; longer pieces must be
arranged in advance. The Transcript and Record accept letters to the edi-
tor and columns via e-mail at eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

Letters and essays may also be mailed to 1291 Stuyvesant Ave., Union,
N.J. 07083. All letters and guest columns must be received by 9 a.m.
Monday to be considered for publication in Thursday’s edition.

Letters received must be on topics of interest, preferably about news
events or in response to content that appeared in the newspaper. Thank-
you letters will not be published.

The editor will make any necessary grammatical corrections to the text
of the letter as needed. Although the writer’s style will be maintained, cer-
tain changes may be made in the interest of clarity.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Our can-do spirit remains alive and well
I had the extreme pleasure in

June of attending the Invention
Convention at the South Mountain
Elementary School in South
Orange. The third-graders had been
encouraged to come up with a
pressing problem that needed solv-
ing, then present a proposed solu-
tion to the public, comprised most-
ly of their peers. 

Long tables ringed the perimeter
of the gymnasium, with three to
four inventors behind each table.
They waited — some patiently,
some anxiously — for folks to
wander up and ask them what they
had to offer. Then, like old-time,
snake-oil peddlers, their eyes
brightened as they let loose sales
pitches that would make Ronco
proud.  

Clearly they had practiced; their
spiels were down to a science. I
would walk up to a huckster, and he
or she would take a deep breath
then lean toward me a little, gearing
up for the big sell. Most of them
began the same way, regardless of
the age of the listener: “You know
how when…” I liked that I was one
of them; sharing their problems,
feeling their pain. When you get
down to it, aren’t we all just sim-
patico souls looking for answers?

I walked up to a fair-haired girl
who looked into my eyes and
asked, “You know how when
you’re on the monkey bars and
your hands slip?”

“Yes,” I said in all earnestness,
because it is an irksome predica-
ment. “Well, these gloves are sticky

on the palm, for wearing on the
monkey bars.” I looked at the
proto-type. “Awesome,” I said. And
I meant it. Slipping off the monkey
bars can ruin any gal’s day. But it
doesn’t have to now, not when
you’re wearing Stickeroo Gloves. 

Looking at the pretty, colorful
charm bracelet dangling from the
next inventor’s wrist, I asked,
“What have you got there?”

She answered matter-of-factly,
“It’s the Eraserlet. All the charms
are erasers so you just wear it to
school and you’ve always got one
nearby.”

“Genius,” I said. I couldn’t help
it, I thought it was. In fact, they all
were.  

The Jump Rope Soaker had
water bottles for handles, with
small holes that sprinkle water to
keep the jumper cool. The Wheel of
Fun spins to help kids decide what
to do on a playdate. I checked out
the No-Hands Rabbit Feeder and
the Semi-Automatic Bed-Maker,
which helps make a bed by drag-
ging the sheet, blanket and com-
forter to the top of the bed with one
all-attached rope handle with multi-
ple clips. Its semi-automatic action
was demonstrated on a doll’s bed. It
was amazing; I would have placed

an order on the spot.  
There was the Stuffed Animal

Holder for keeping your stuffed
animals from falling out of bed and
onto the floor at night while you
sleep, and the Backpack with Inter-
changeable Decorative Covers.
There was the Remote Finder, the
Lollipop Saver and the Toothpaste
Pump. Here were the pressing
dilemmas of 9-year-olds and their
obvious solutions.  

The inventors were so creative
and sure of themselves, hawking
their wares like Javitz Center pros,
it was clear to me that our national
sales and promotions culture has a
robust future. 

But mostly, I was proud of their
creativity and imagination; proud
beyond belief, and they weren’t
even my kids. I wanted to linger
and ask if they’d considered spend-
ing their summer applying for
design patents, but I was short on
time and didn’t want to miss any
inventions.

Some ideas were clearly born
from hearing grown-ups kvetch
and, although those inventions
secretly cracked me up, I was just
as impressed by them as by the oth-
ers. Like the people-pleasers some
kids — mostly eldest children —
become, they had fashioned solu-
tions for an adult world, hoping to
cut down on the carping they over-
hear while playing video games.
They are half in their world, half in
ours. Or maybe they just want to be
helpful.

There were the Thorn Avoider

Gardening Gloves, the Mop with
Hollow Handle, into which  you
pour water, then squeeze into the
floor sponge as needed. There was
the Toss-A-Meal Dinner Decider
spinning wheel, and the removable,
washable Dirty Tissue Jacket Pock-
ets that velcro inside your jacket so
you can pull a clean tissue from one
pocket, then put it, used, into the
other. 

One girl had designed a hollow,
secret key-hiding place inside a
flower pot that could house real dirt
and flowers. A future funnyman
showed off his Nail Holder — for
holding nails away from the ham-
mer so you don’t hit your fingers —
while wearing a fake, bloody, nail-
through-the-finger bandage. Points
for visual drama and gross-out
humor, kid. Way to know your
audience.

I left the Invention Convention
with a bounce in my step and a
chuckle in my heart. I know that
China’s going to clobber us in told
and untold ways for many years to
come, but our can-do spirit is alive
and well in our elementary schools.
These students were polished and
passionate, creative and industri-
ous, and I’m anxious to see what
they come up with next. 

Until then, put me down for a
pair of Stickaroo Gloves and a Lol-
lipop Saver. Make it two.

V.C. Chickering is a writer who
lives in Maplewood. To read
more of her essays, go to vic-
kichicki.blogspot.com.

IT’S ALL ADDING UP
— Students work on
solving a math prob-
lem during last
week’s TryMathlon at
Bell Stadium. Stu-
dents from the
Orange School Dis-
trict’s four Summer
Academy sites com-
bined their talents in
mathematic and ath-
letic events in activi-
ties on the football
field and track.
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Pith
Monger
By V.C. Chickering

Bowser should stay
In many cases, when government officials find them-

selves the target of legal problems, there often is a cacoph-
ony of calls for their resignation. It is understandable; the
argument is that taxpaying residents deserve people who
need to devote full attention to their positions.

We agree with that argument — most of the time. There
are times, however, when a resignation may do more dam-
age than the effects of the legal issues.

There has been little public reaction to the sexual-harass-
ment lawsuit filed two weeks ago against Mayor Robert
Bowser of East Orange. We would not be surprised, howev-
er, if there were private wishes for him to step down “for the
sake of the city,” to prevent embarrassment to the city.

It would be a logical argument, but an illogical sugges-
tion.

East Orange escaped fiscal distress and city oversight
during Bowser’s first few years inside City Hall. During
that period, especially after he gained majority support on
the City Council, city officials began using the city’s rail
and road infrastructure to promote East Orange as a poten-
tial destination for businesses and residents.

Part of the promotion had to involve an improvement in
public safety, and through Bowser’s nomination, and the
City Council’s approval of Jose Cordero as East Orange’s
police director, the city recorded a massive reduction in
reported crime during a seven-year period.

Many opponents of the Council incumbents, especially
during the recent Democratic primary, argued for the need
for redevelopment. The pace, indeed, has slowed during
recent years, but it is not due to inaction but bad economics
even before the recession.

These are a few examples of Robert Bowser’s accom-
plishments during his four terms. This is not to reject the
lawsuit; the civil charges against him are serious. And if the
charges or accusations against him escalate, we would
reconsider our position. But right now, we believe any
attempt to force his resignation would do more harm to the
city than having him serve out his term.

Electronic policing
As municipal budgets grow tighter, many towns are turn-

ing to increases in technology as a possible solution to pro-
vide the same amount of services at a reduced cost. More
and more, this is happening in police departments. 

Last week, the West Orange Township Council approved
a resolution which permits its police department to lease a
package of electronic innovations. The five-year contract is
for $394,000. Included is equipment that enables officers to
write traffic tickets electronically at the scene of a motor-
vehicle stop. With this capability, there would be no addi-
tional paperwork for the officer at the end of their shift. The
officer can spend more time on patrol. Township officers
write slightly more than 200 tickets each month.

Another piece of equipment is more advanced. The
department will receive a camera, to be mounted on a patrol
car, that records the license plate of every vehicle that is
passed. A data bank examines the plate number and imme-
diately notifies the officer if a vehicle is stolen, unregistered
or wanted for any reason.

A similar system operates in Nutley, and officials in that
department are satisfied with its performance. A photo of
every car passed, with date, time, location and plate num-
ber, is retained. The system has been in Nutley for about 18
months, and after the first year, the data bank had about
670,000 photos, which included 13,000 with some degree
of violation. This data bank also has been helpful in identi-
fying suspects.  

We consider these cameras useful weapons in the fight
against crime. They are the newest version in a long list of
technological advancements, which include surveillance
cameras in stores and cameras at intersections that identify
vehicles that run red lights. But moving forward, these new
technologies seems to be growing more invasive, and we
see the potential for violations of privacy. Internal policy
regarding access to the data banks should be restricted to a
select few, and that access should be monitored.  

It also would be beneficial for town officials and the tax-
payers to know the true value of what these investments are
providing. For example, Newark joined a statewide pilot
program and allowed the installation at zero cost at 10 inter-
sections to capture images of cars running red lights. Dri-
vers in violation were then sent a ticket with a fine. During
the first year, accidents at those intersections decreased 16
percent, 93,634 tickets were issued, and the city received
about $3 million in revenue.

These are facts that can give a taxpayer or town official
a better understanding of the program. Police departments
should be able to provide similar justification for their pur-
chases of new technology.


