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Students will pair
body, math skills

Students in Orange’s school
programs will show off their
mathematical skills today when
they compete at Bell Stadium.

The inaugural TryMathlon
2011 is scheduled for 8:30 a.m.
to noon inside the stadium, Bell
Street. Approximately 200 first-
through fifth-grade students
within the district’s four Sum-
mer Academy locations — For-
est, Lincoln, Park and Rosa
Parks — will compete in team
and individual math-skill exer-
cises, including grade-level
relay races.

Residents will enjoy
‘Taste of Orange’

Residents can learn about the
cuisine the city has to offer Sat-
urday when “A Taste of
Orange” is presented inside
Monte Irvin Orange Park.

Visitors can sample foods
from eateries throughout
Orange at discounted prices for
the event, which is scheduled
for noon to 5 p.m.

Activities will include enter-
tainment from Hunter Hayes,
Colonel Abrams and Kenny
Bobien.

The event marks the begin-
ning of Restaurant Week, when
city eateries show off their
menus, with many offering dis-
counts through Aug. 5.

Call 973-266-4051 for addi-
tional information.

Nonprofits can list
on new website

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages on
the Orange Transcript’s web-
site, orangenjnavigtor.com,
which can provide text, video
and audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail
kurt@mytownnavigator.com.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.

City opens cooling centers for heat wave
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
City officials issued a public warning to res-

idents last week to alert them to the heat wave
that produced record high temperatures
throughout New Jersey.

In response to the sweltering heat that set-
tled over the area last week, Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. issued the advisory during the
middle of week. In it, he designated the com-
munity room of the Orange Housing Authori-
ty’s senior building and the Orange Public
Library as “cooling centers.”

As part of the advisory, heat-related infor-
mation was issued to residents. They were
informed that heat-related illnesses are com-
mon when the temperature is above 95 degrees
and the humidity exceeds 80 percent.

“People most at risk are infants and older
adults,” Hawkins said. “Other risk factors
include dehydration, fatigue, obesity, people
with chronic disease, such as heart disease and
diabetes.”

As the temperature was being measured Fri-
day at a record high of 108 degrees in Newark,
Orange and the rest of New Jersey were also
suffering. Other record highs included 105
degrees in Trenton and 104 degrees in Atlantic
City. The utility company PSE&G officials
reported that at least 15,000 heat-related power
outages occurred throughout that day.

Essex County officials estimated the out-
ages included 8,000 customers in portions of
Bloomfield, Glen Ridge and Montclair who
lost service for more than an hour Friday night
when power lines serving two substations
approached dangerously high levels of usage.
PSE&G reportedly cut the service to preserve
the power grid.

In nearby East Orange, Anthony Puglisi, a
spokesman for Essex County Executive Joseph
DiVincenzo Jr., said Friday’s oppressive tem-
peratures led to the closing of the county’s One-
Stop Career Center on South Clinton Avenue.

“The building was closed at about noon,” he
said. “Clients who had appointments were told

to return Monday, when the air conditioning
would be up and running.”

Puglisi added the county’s Richard J. Codey
Arena in West Orange was designated as a cool-
ing center through the weekend.

Hawkins said that while last week’s heat
wave is over, city residents can still benefit
from using information that is available on the
city’s website at www.ci.orange.nj. That
includes summer tips for staying cool, includ-
ing wearing loose, light-colored clothing and a
hat; stay hydrated and eating small meals;
drinking water or sport drinks frequently during
the day; taking frequent breaks in shady or air-
conditioned areas to cool down; and taking time
to acclamate to conditions before outdoor activ-
ities.

One serious effect of the hot weather is heat-
stroke. Hawkins said symptoms of heatstroke
include confusion, bizarre behavior, loss of
coordination, hallucinations, agitation and
seizures. He recommended emergency person-
nel be called immediately if symptoms appear.

Police
program
Tuesday
Crime awareness
will be highlighted

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Orange will renew a tradition it
has had for nearly three decades
when residents come out in force to
express their intent to keep criminal
activity off the streets.

National Night Out, a country-
wide activity in which Orange was
among the first participants in the
early 1980s, returns Tuesday night.
City officials and personnel will
travel through
the city, stop-
ping at local
events, such as
block parties, to
meet with resi-
dents. While at
the sites, they
can learn from
residents about
problems with-
in their neigh-
borhoods while
informing them
of steps they can utilize to mini-
mize criminal activity outside their
residences.

The event also will present a
new program. Additional officials
and personnel will meet outside the
Freddie Polhill Law and Justice
Complex, better known as police
headquarters, at 7 p.m. for a three-
hour community fair. Activities for
residents will include music, bicy-
cle safety exhibitions as well as
children’s activities. Police officials
said visitors also can receive infor-
mation about personal safety relat-
ed to crime prevention, such as how
to secure residences to prevent ille-
gal entry and reporting outside
criminal activity to police.

National Night Out was created
as a national initiative that brings
attention to crime and drug preven-
tion. It has become a method for
residents to learn, and express sup-
port, for local anti-crime programs
and emergency preparedness.

Activities move to the Central
Playground on Friday night for the
city’s annual Family Fun Day at 5
p.m. Many of the activities from
the Polhill event will occur during
this program and will include the
“Stop the Violence” basketball
game between the Hassan C. Miller
All-Stars and the Orange Dream
Team on the court at 7 p.m.

The all-star club was named for
the son of Councilman Hassan
Abdul-Rasheed, whose son was
shot and killed in the taxi cab he
was driving in 2009 in East Orange.

The Polhill complex is at 29
Park St.; the Central Playground is
at Central and Lincoln avenues.
Contact the Orange Police Depart-
ment at 973-266-4111 for addition-
al information.

School changes in place within district
Moves include OHS co-principals, merger of Central and Rosa Parks

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Several administrative person-
nel will have new school desks
within the Orange School District
while new staff members have been
introduced to occupy additional
positions.

Board of Education members
approved the changes during its
June and July meetings. Five of the
district’s 10 schools will have new
personnel in leadership positions

when the school year begins on
Sept. 8.

• A notable move was the cre-
ation of co-principals to replace
William Gibney at Orange High
School. Faith Alcantara and
Kalisha Morgan have been moved
from their positions as principals at,
respectively, Heywood Avenue and
Oakwood Avenue schools.

• Debbie Luckey, who served as
principal of the Central Early
Childhood Center, will replace

Morgan at Oakwood.
• Karen Machuca will replace

Morgan as the new principal at
Oakwood.

• Noel Cruz will join the staff of
the Orange Preparatory Academy
as an assistant principal.

• Patrick Howell, who served as
coordinator of the Health Science
Small Learning Community at
Orange Prep, has been promoted to
an assistant principal’s position at
the school.

• Pamela Horn will serve as
director of the district’s Special
Education Department.

The school board also approved
the merger of Central and the Rosa
Parks School. It will be named the
Central Rosa Parks Campus School
and have new administrators.

Cayce Cummins will replace
Amod Field as the school’s princi-
pal; Debra Charles-Joseph will fill
the assistant principal’s post previ-
ously occupied by John Young.

Mayor recruiting residents for city boards
Positions available on five groups, including oversight of Housing Authority and library

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Applications again are being accepted
for residents who wish to serve on one of
the city’s boards.  

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said resi-
dents can apply for vacancies on the Rent
Leveling, Planning, Housing Authority,
Library and Alcohol Beverage Control
boards.

Hawkins said appointments will be
made under the city’s Call to Service initia-
tive, which he said is designed to encourage
residential participation in city matters.

“I will be appointing one member each
on the Orange Rent Leveling Board, Orange
Planning Board, Orange Housing Authority,
Orange Library board of trustees, and
Orange Alcohol Beverage Control Board,”
Hawkins said. “All board members serve as
volunteers without compensation. In filling
the vacancies, I want to choose from among
the most dedicated, best informed and high-
ly experienced Orange residents.”  

Hawkins said his administration will
conduct an “open appointments process” so
that all qualified citizens and “not just the
politically connected may apply.” The dead-
line for expressing interest is Aug. 12.

“The criteria and qualifications for serv-
ice on the separate and distinct boards vary
from one board to another, but that should
not discourage anyone interested in serving
the city from applying,” said Hawkins. “The
common thread that runs through all of this
is our desire to get the absolutely best and
most talented citizens who have the most to
offer.”

Hawkins listed the purposes and qualifi-
cations for the boards.

• Rent Leveling Board: Its purpose is to
protect tenants from steep annual rent
increases while allowing owners to receive
a fair return on their investments. The board
meets on the second Monday of each month
at 6 p.m. in the City Council chambers
inside City Hall.

“The process allows for mediation for
rent disputes and for binding decisions
regarding allowable rent increases,”
Hawkins said. “The board consists of seven
members and three alternates, and includes
at least two tenants, three homeowners and
two landlords. The only requirement is that
the homeowner member owns a home in
Orange.”

• Planning Board: The board meets on
the fourth Wednesday of every month at

7:30 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
Hawkins said among the Planning

Board’s powers are the consideration of
subdivision control and site-plan review for
permitted uses, recommendations as to the
official city map, conditional-use applica-
tions, recommendations as to zoning ordi-
nances or amendments, review of capital
improvement projects, and variances in
connection with site plans and subdivisions.

• Housing Authority: The Orange
Housing Authority is an autonomous entity
from city government but it does allow for
the interaction with Orange residents and
officials. The OHA is federally funded and
its mission is to provide and increase the
supply of affordable housing in an econom-
ic and efficient manner.

“The Housing Authority develops, owns
and operates public housing,” Hawkins
said. “It is committed to improving the
quality of life for residents and to providing
families with economic development and
home ownership opportunities.”

• Alcohol Beverage Control Board: It
maintains the files and records of liquor
licenses in Orange, regulates the sale and
distribution of alcoholic beverages of each
licensee and ensures that all licensees fol-

low the state and municipal laws, rules and
regulations governing their operation.

Meetings are conducted on the second
Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. in the
executive conference room of the  Freddie
Polhill Law and Justice Complex, 29 Park
St.

• Library Board: Another board that is
supposed to operate outside the govern-
ment, in recent years, the mayor’s appoint-
ments have become a high-profile job in
light of the historic institution’s ongoing
challenges that included its closing for sev-
eral months in 2010.

“The board of trustees oversees the oper-
ation and maintenance of the library, deter-
mines the library’s budget for building
maintenance, renovation and new acquisi-
tions, and is responsible for raising public-
and private-sector funds for the library,”
said Hawkins.

Hawkins said residents who wish to
express interest for a vacancy should mail a
resume and statement of their goals for the
positions they seek to his office inside City
Hall, 29 N. Day St., Orange, NJ 07050 or
send them by email to Lawanda Henry, sec-
retary to the mayor, at
LHenry@ci.orange.nj.us.

Group addresses gun violence

Orange City Councilman Elroy Corbitt, left, is joined by Essex County Freeholder Carol Clark, Joshua Brown,
chief executive officer of Communities Against Violence, and East Orange City Councilwoman Alicia Holman
during the Stop the Violence outdoor fair and forum Saturday inside Elmwood Park in East Orange.

Abdul-
Rasheed


