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Election and selection
To the Editor:

In less than one year, the terms of our mayor and our three at-large City
Council members expire. As state Sen. Richard Codey notes in his auto-
biography, “Me, Governor?” Essex County politics is like “square danc-
ing” with new partners and alliances formed for each election.

During the next year, observe voting patterns on the Orange council.
Observe who is beholden to our mayor and his administration. Observe
who defends the interests of real estate taxpayers. Observe who asks hard
questions. Observe who props up the Hawkins Administration. Observe
who has read the agenda packet before each meeting. Observe who
attacks and demands apologies from stakeholders.Observe who has read
the state comptroller’s August 2010 report on long-term tax abatements. 

Indeed, at the July 5 council meeting, no council member questioned
why Orange’s former prosecutor spoke publicly about leadership, charac-
ter and public trust. None questioned what essential municipal services
publicist Frank Baraff provides the municipality.  

No council member questioned the conflicting process and procedure
used to approve two long-term tax abatements for affordable housing
rental projects located just blocks away in the Central Orange Redevel-
opment Area. None questioned if this discrepancy violated the due-
process and equal-protection clauses of the United States and New Jersey
constitutions.

No one questioned if the council had approved redevelopment agree-
ments, with and the sale and transfer of city-owned real property, to a
newly created RPM affiliate. No council member questioned if the city
would be entitled to all excess net revenues under the two proposed finan-
cial agreements. No one asked if the new chief financial officer, tax asses-
sor, the county government and city’s school board had signed off on the
two PILOT agreements.

In addition, based upon this newspaper’s editorial and my questions
and comments, the proposed simplistic pay-to-play ordinance was defeat-
ed. But no sponsoring council member would explain why the state’s
posted pay-to-play model ordinance was not used in the first place.

Nor did anyone question the mayor’s gibberish about why a walk-on
nonuniform labor settlement, and not the uniform fire labor settlement,
required approval by the council. No one questioned when the Hawkins
Administration would introduce its six-month transitional budget, which
most likely was submitted to the state’s Local Finance Board with the
city’s application to convert to a calendar fiscal year.

This financially distressed municipality needs independent, competent
voices. We need individuals who will be willing to analyze and to exam-
ine complex financial reports and documents. We can no longer tolerate
or afford a “robo-signing,” rubber-stamping legislative governing body.

Jeffrey S. Feld
Orange

Editor’s note: Jeffrey S. Feld is a Main Street business owner.

Orange council a perfect vacuum
To the Editor:

What did the Orange City Council overlook in its rush to have a long
July 4 weekend? Why does the council feel it does not need advice? Is it
good business for the council to make comparisons to other citizens?

The council, as stated previously, revised a statutory schedule and did
not meet July 1 to reorganize in order to have a long weekend. This left a

city without legislative leaders had an emergency arisen.
In addition, during the council’s regular meeting July 5, no temporary

budget was presented. This raises the question, “How will the city pay its
bills for the new year in transition?”

No member questioned, nor dealt with, the funding issue. The council,
on June 21, approved a municipal tax levy of $17.5 million when I asked
a question of the administration. No member questioned this even though
I had calculated the transition budget for them at $26.5 million, which
was later supported by its budget consultant. What is the explanation?
Obviously the council did not know or thought it was unimportant.

I did a survey of meetings from May 17 to July 5. There were 22 ordi-
nances and resolutions I believed should have been questioned by the
council. Only five were questioned by members. There’s a big gap here;
if the public is not questioning things, neither is the council — and the
public outnumbers the council in experience and ability.

Finally, the council and some members of the administration, aided by
the council, makes personal comparisons to citizens, with or without
provocation.

In my nearly 30 years with a Fortune 500 company, I have managed
between 11 and 220 professional employees, including engineers, com-
puter scientists, market and financial planners, personnel administrators.
I exclude the shop personnel I supervised because of the differences in
their universes.

In those 30 years, I always cautioned my people not to make compar-
isons between themselves and other employees, but to concentrate on
what they needed to improve upon in order to succeed to higher levels
within the company. I worked in all three major divisions of the compa-
ny, plus served in corporate headquarters, and this was the most success-
ful route for the successful people I knew.

The council is frustrated; did not use the advice of Dwight Mitchell,
the city clerk, when he was present before his accident; does not take
advantage of courses at Rutgers and League of Municipalities confer-
ences; but does try to get by on “street smarts.”

The council lacks confidence and slips legislation onto the agenda late
in the night to escape scrutiny and because the authorities do not crack
down on them immediately. They need to step up, educate themselves and
do a better job for the citizens.

William R. Lewis
Orange

Editor’s note: William R. Lewis was a former South Ward mem-
ber of the Orange City Council.

Williams thanks colleagues
Editor’s note: The following was an open letter to the Orange City

Council.
To the Editor:

I am sending this letter to formally thank you for your support of me
as your vice president. I am reminded of a quote, “The greatest use of life
is to spend it on something that will outlast you.”

Like you, I am honored and humbled to have the opportunity to serv-
ice the citizens of Orange. Though the election showed I did not win
every vote, I am committed to show though leadership, dedication and
service that we are in agreement when it comes to improving the quality
of life for all Orange residents.

Donna K. Williams
Orange

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There’s a summer activity just waiting for you
The summer season is in full

swing. Buses are departing laden
with fun-seeking seniors off to
enjoy a day trip in the tri-state area.

• Theater and concert lovers
swarm to the many performances
being offered throughout Essex
County. The new Luna Stage in
West Orange, South Orange Per-
forming Arts Center and Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn are all
still going strong and only 20 min-
utes away.

• For those who really want to
get in the swing of things, make
your way to NJPAC Wednesday
evening for DJ music and dancing,
or the following night for open-air
listening on the plaza. Vendors of
variety display unique items for
wardrobe, accessories or home
decor.

• The proud tradition of gospel
music has been a prominent part of
the summer offerings. Newark’s

Prudential Center hosted a mega-
show that featured local and
national talents.

The notable Rev. T.D. Jakes
stirred the crowd with his inspiring
and insightful message. The
extravaganza began at midday and
lasted well into the evening. The
performers ranged from the very
young to very old. What a fellow-
ship!

• Orange hosted its 10th annual
Gospel Festival. Local choirs,
soloists and praise dancers made
for an entertaining spirit-filled

afternoon. The master of cere-
monies was Dr. Albert Lewis Jr.,
chief executive officer and founder
of the World Gospel Music Associ-
ation and organizer of Gospel
Month.

Lewis expressed to me that he
had nothing against the popular
contemporary music; however, he
added, if you take “con” out of the
word, you are left with “tempo-
rary.” He said he was about perpet-
uating the original, traditional form
of gospel music: songs that will
always stand the test of time.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
greeted the performers and spent
much of the afternoon chatting
with attendees. Those needing to
quench their thirst or appetite could
partake of deli favorites, cole slaw,
turkey club and chicken wings.

• Which brings me to mention
the “Taste of the City Festival”
July 30 from noon to 5 p.m. in

Monte Irvin Orange Park. Sample
the best dishes from Orange’s finest
restaurants. There will be activities
and entertainment for children.

• Aug. 1 begins “Restaurant
Week” in Orange. Visit
www.shoporange.org and click on
“Dining.”

There are a plethora of activities
to enjoy, such as free clinics,
camps, tournaments, meets and
events. Those who are charged with
coordinating these events do their
best to inform the community via
fliers handed to residents and post-
ed on Channel 35, www.orangeon-
line.org, and submitted to newspa-
pers, but without much success. It
take everyone’s help to pass the
word and participate in the exciting
activities: after all, it’s all a part of
living your best life.

Shirley Hendricks is an Orange
resident.

Living
Your
Best Life
By Shirley Hendricks

CLOTHING GETS
NEW LIFE — A resi-
dent at the back table
reviews second-hand
clothing, part of the
many items available
Saturday for visitors
to the Community
Day event hosted by
St. Matthew AME
Church in Orange. 

Photo Courtesy St. Matthew AME 

The Christie Effect
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. again found his way onto the

pages of many newspapers in New Jersey when he joined with
state legislators in a photograph taken as Gov. Chris Christie
signed bills to adjust the state’s pension and health-benefit plan
in an effort, most said, to help governments stabilize employee
expenses.

As chairman of the Management Reform Committee within
the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, Hawkins made
himself into a statewide public figure in the discussions. He
spoke to legislators and media that the reforms were necessary
to combat the ever-increasing cost of employee compensation
to governments which had limited fiscal resources.

The Orange mayor then did something inexplicable, he crit-
icized Christie for reducing potential municipal funding, a
move the governor made for the same reasons he wanted health
and pension reform: to save money.

When Christie received the state budget after it passed the
Legislature, he used a power few governors nationally receive:
the line-item veto. Among the more than $1 billion in items for
which funding was reduced or eliminated was supplemental aid
for municipalities and law enforcement, and Urban Enterprise
Zone money. Such cuts may have been too much for Hawkins,
who has shown in the past to treat state funding as an entitle-
ment.

• In previous years, Orange was a regular receiver from the
state’s Extraordinary Aid fund, which was merged with other
funds last year to create one Transitional Aid fund. It was
reduced by Christie from $149 million to $10 million.

• Orange was one of the original Urban Enterprise Zone pro-
grams, whose businesses could charge one-half of the state’s
sales tax and use the proceeds to improve commerce within the
zones. After the governor and Legislature agreed for the state to
keep revenues collected during the 2011 fiscal year, Democrats
tried to restore $47 million, but that was chopped from the
budget by Christie.

• The city also was a recipient earlier this year of a portion of
special police aid, which was given to departments in munici-
palities with crime rates above the state average. That fund, pro-
posed at $50 million, also met Christie’s ax.

Hawkins first expressed his frustration with Christie during
Orange’s 2011 budget proceedings. He condemned the gover-
nor, unfairly, of “taking” $1 million in UEZ funds and $500,000
in Extraordinary Aid he presumably expected the city to have,
though there were never any guarantees. Hawkins continued
those comments after Christie’s vetoes, specifically targeting
the loss of UEZ and police funding.

Like many Democrats who contributed, at great political
risk, to Christie’s efforts at benefits’ reform, it would seem
Hawkins expected Christie to reward them for their assistance.
But the governor’s actions were taken for the same reason
Hawkins said such reforms were necessary: the taxpayers no
longer could afford large increases in government spending —
and aid to municipalities is part of that.

Keep reading
According to the American Library Association, a child who

reads often during their summer vacation will reap many bene-
fits. All of them are good, but one of them is very good: Read-
ing during the summer helps a child retain their reading level.
For younger students, for whom reading is a newly acquired
skill, this becomes important in September when they return to
class. We have heard teachers speak of the time it takes for stu-
dents who were lax during the summer in their book habits to
return to the expected level of reading for the classroom. 

For this reason alone, it makes perfect sense to encourage
your child to read over the summer. For those parents who
might need help in pulling their children away from the televi-
sion or video game to read a book, the public library is a good
place to start.

Each year, public libraries in the state provide a summer
reading program for their communities. Activities are offered
for all ages and many reading preferences. The theme usually
comes from the New Jersey Library Association, which this
year has selected “One World, Many Stories,” and libraries are
offering activities from subjects that span the Earth. 

This week alone, the East Orange library is offering the
newly released film, “Gulliver’s Travels,” West Orange is pre-
senting an interactive program which explores the world
through magic, juggling and stories, and Nutley will present
“Frogs from Around the World,” for younger kids, of course.
These activities not only entertain children, but guide them
toward books they can explore to learn more. 

Also this week, Glen Ridge is offering a program in which
children bring a favorite book to the library and read selections
to a therapy-trained dog. And West Orange has storytellers from
the library who visit both the farmers market and community
pool at set times each week to read stories to children.

Reading during the summer is a valuable educational pas-
time for children and it should be encouraged by their parents.
Libraries provide many activities and creative ways to stimulate
a child’s interest in the printed page. This summer, when chil-
dren tell you there nothing for them to do, plan to steer them
toward a good, age-appropriate book. 


