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WELL WISHES — A
senior from East
Orange Campus High
School is congratulat-
ed by school and dis-
trict officials as well
as members of the
Board of Education
during the June 20
graduation ceremony
inside Paul Robeson
Stadium.

Photo By Steve Ellmore 

Historical Society hands out several honors
The overcast sky that blocked

out the piercing sun, along with a
pleasant balmy breeze, made for a
perfect setting for the lawn recep-
tion of the Historical Society of
East Orange.

The sounds of the Daryl Robin-
son Trio welcomed guests. Restau-
rateur and catering expert Randy
Graves oversaw the display and
serving of sumptuous platters of
sandwiches, dips and desserts. 

Interesting facts about the city
from the 1800s were related by
Lucious Bowser, the society’s
founder and president emeritus.
Along with Suburban Essex Maga-
zine publisher David Black and
dentist Alexander Hall Jr., I
received a unique porcelain award
that displayed our likeness. Louis
Pierre, a recent Campus High grad-
uate, was the proud recipient of the
Historical Society’s scholarship
and the reason for the festivities.
He was introduced to rousing
applause.

• Attendees were reminded by

committee member Florence John-
son to mark their calendar for July
5 for the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra and fireworks extrava-
ganza at Branch Brook Park at 7:30
p.m. Bring a folding chair. Another
date to remember is July 12 at 7
p.m. to enjoy a rhythm-and-blues
concert by Bradford Hayes at
Monte Irvin Orange Park.

• The annual Black Film Festi-
val will celebrate its 37th year at
the Newark Museum on July 6 at 7
p.m. by remembering Lena Horne.
“Cabin in the Sky,” a 1943 all-
black-cast film, will be shown.
Talks at the conclusion of each film
will be presented. The six-week

festival is free and runs Wednes-
days through Aug. 3. Note: the July
30 program will be at NJIT.

• This is the time of year when
congratulations are in order. The
Codey Arena in West Orange was
the site of the Orange High School
commencement exercises. William
Librera was the keynote speaker.
He expressed the need for students
to persevere in spite of setbacks
and disappointments.

We are all in agreement that
there are many bumps in the road to
success and encourage our young-
sters to keep their eye on the prize
and they will reach their goal. Suc-
cess to the class of 2011!

• Norman Towers in East
Orange hosted 72 residents who
participated in a symposium by the
Health Committee members of the
North Jersey Unit of the National
Negro Business and Professional
Women’s Club and the American
Heart and Stroke associations.

“Power To End Strokes” was the
theme of the day. Orange residents

Delores Tyson and Mary White,
along with East Orange residents
Ada Banks, Sheltry Ward and Joyce
Thompson coordinated the effort.

• Dr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson
of Orange recently returned from
Chicago. The 166th presidential
inauguration of the American Med-
ical Association took place there
June 21.

Dr. Peter Carmel was selected
president. He holds the title of
“Best Doctor” at national and state
levels, designated by noted publica-
tions. He is chairman of the Depart-
ment of Neurological Surgery at the
New Jersey Medical School in
Newark.

We are proud to be among his
many affiliations and to have his
expertise available to us. We con-
gratulate you with pride, Dr.
Carmel, and know that your service
to our community is all a part of
helping us to live our best lives.

Shirley Hendricks is an Orange
resident.

Living
Your
Best Life
By Shirley Hendricks

Union rhetoric, on cue
To the Editor:

Kevin Taylor’s letter to the editor, “Say ‘No’ to School Experiment” in
the June 23 East Orange Record puts him squarely in the pocket of the
powerful teacher’s union, which has been fighting every effort of Chris
Christie to bring fiscal sense to an out-of-control “entitlement economy”
in our state and city.

The moment Gov. Christie announced his plan to expand privatization
to five of the worst failing school districts in the state, the union began
pumping union dues money — read: your taxpayer dollars — into news-
paper ads and organizing public protests against what they must already
know will be the outcome: the exposing of the inefficiencies and corrup-
tion of the public school system. If they didn’t think they would be
exposed, they would be in favor of this “experiment” to prove public
schools with a union are better than private schools without a union. 

Taylor, prompted by the unions, jumped on the word “experiment” as
if it were a scheme of the devil to try something new to see if it works.
The fact is, New Jersey’s preschool program, following the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s ruling in 1998, is already an example of using a priva-
tized system that has been in place for years and has proved itself useful
in saving taxpayer money.

Also, what makes Taylor think East Orange is one of the five failing
school systems that will be a part of the privatization trial period Christie
has proposed? In order to be accepted for the test, a failing school district
needs to apply to the state to be included. In other words, the district itself
must be so desperate and recognize its inability to cope with the situation
it begs to be one of the lucky five hoping to turn failure into success.

East Orange public schools have their problems and problem teachers,
but it doesn’t yet fall into the category of a failing school district in need
of privatization. If it did, I’d favor trying anything that could help our stu-
dents succeed instead of demonizing whatever the union leaders deter-
mine needs to be demonized, and using our tax money to demonize it.

James Gerrish
East Orange

E. Orange students lauded
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter in praise of the East Orange schools and the stu-
dents who attend them.

I have been presenting assembly programs in schools for over 15
years. I recently had the pleasure of doing environmental programs at
seven different elementary schools in East Orange.

At each school, the students in East Orange were among the most well-
behaved, intelligent, respectful and fun to be with students that I have
been with anywhere in the country.

At each school, the teachers, administrators and staff all went out of
their way to make sure the programs were a success. It is obvious that the
schools are being run by caring, quality, professional people.

In these days when we don’t hear enough positive things about schools
and the young people in our communities, I would just like to say that
being at the schools and with the wonderful students in East Orange has
convinced me that the future of our country looks bright!

Dave Street
South Plainfield

Investigate the Orange council
To the Editor:

We began the 2011 fiscal year with the Orange City Council denying
stakeholders an opportunity to comment on an estimated tax levy and ini-
tial temporary appropriation. We ended the year with it denying stake-
holders reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard before a vote on
five “walk-on” resolutions not listed on the June 21 meeting agenda and
introduced after the close of citizen and council comments.

On June 21 at approximately 10:30 p.m., the Hawkins Administration
disclosed the existence of a $2 million unfunded severance liability and
the need to capitalize this obligation over five years beginning Jan. 1,
2012. In effect, the council amended the budget without published notice.  

Some branch of state and federal government, with subpoena powers,
needs to investigate why this obligation was not discovered earlier and if
taxpayers have any causes of actions against city employees or retained
professionals. Shortage of staff is no excuse.

In addition, some branch needs to investigate if the city’s executive and
legislative branches violated the legal rights of stakeholders. The Open
Public Meetings Act provides that stakeholders be given reasonable notice
and an opportunity to be heard.  Both the local budget law and the local
bond law require published notice before enactment of financial legislation.

On June 21, City Attorney Marvin T. Braker contradicted some earlier
comments. On March 21, he advised the council not to vote to amend the
budget that evening because it was not listed on the special meeting’s
agenda. But on June 21, he suggested that Orange’s administrative code
pre-empted the state law. The City Attorney ignored a court provision that
prohibited consideration of materials and matters not contained in the dis-
tributed agenda packet.

Indeed, no one chastised City Council President Hassan Abdul-
Rasheed for directing the City Clerk’s Office to strike my impromptu
OPMA oral objection from the record. In other jurisdictions, tampering
with official records and spoilation of evidence are serious offenses. In
this municipality, this is deemed reasonable, acceptable and the ordinary
behavior of our elected officials!    

Jeffrey S. Feld
Orange

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fourth of July
Independence Day will be celebrated on Monday. This

festive holiday commemorates the day on which the Decla-
ration of Independence was officially adopted by the Second
Continental Congress, on July 4, 1776. In short, that docu-
ment explained to the world why the American Colonies
were absolving themselves “from all allegiance to the British
Crown.” Fifty-six men, representing all 13 Colonies, signed
the parchment, pledging their “lives, ... fortunes and ...
sacred honor” in support of the insurrection. In American
history, their defiance is considered courageous. They knew
they were advocating treason, for which they could be taken
prisoner and hung. And yet they signed.

The first Fourth of July celebration, in 1777, held during
the Revolutionary War, would be recognizable to every
American today. In Philadelphia, there was red- white and
blue bunting, parades, political speeches, patriotic music,
and fireworks at night. The observance grew during the ensu-
ing generations, and in 1870, Congress declared Indepen-
dence Day an official holiday. 

Today in Essex County, we have our own traditions. The
celebration is held outdoors, within the company of our
neighbors and friends. Small parades fill the streets. Children
ride around on decorated bicycles. Barbecues are held, and in
many towns, community events occupy the afternoon.

And at night are the fireworks, the one event that most
symbolizes the holiday. In East Orange, the city will present
its annual fireworks show Friday night inside Paul Robeson
Stadium. It may be a municipal expense, but last year, when
members of Bloomfield Township Council discussed a pos-
sible cancellation of the fireworks show to save money, 3rd
Ward Councilman Robert Ruane raised his voice and said,
“What do we cancel next, motherhood?” 

For most of us, the fireworks are the highlight of the entire
day. We bring blankets and everyone sits close together on
the lawn. Dusk falls, and in that instant when the first rocket
is launched, a thrill like none other passes through the crowd.

We wish all our readers a patriotic Fourth of July and
encourage everyone to fly the American flag.

More work needed
During the course of its business, a municipal governing

body grants many contracts to private entities for services
such as legal representation, financial reviews and capital
projects. Each contract means taxpayer money is spent, so
residents expect each has been awarded without outside
influence.

The city councils in Orange and East Orange understood
this and considered “pay-to-play” ordinances. One was
approved in East Orange; Orange’s is scheduled for a final
vote on Tuesday.

East Orange’s ordinance limits contributions to city or
Essex County candidates by businesses which may be in a
position to seek contracts for “professional” or “extraordi-
nary unspecified” services. Those contracts can be awarded
without competitive bids, usually for specialized services.

The legislation appears tight: maximums of $300 to
municipal candidates and political committees or $500 to
joint committees for municipal candidates; $500 to county
political and political action committees; a total of $2,500 for
all contributions. It’s strict because the limits are for a calen-
dar year;  businesses may not exceed those amounts for one
year prior to entering negotiations for a contract, and they
shall not make contributions to the political entities during
the period of service.

Orange’s measure, however, appears short and sweet but
extremely lacking and should be withdrawn for further con-
sideration.

In just one paragraph, the council would prohibit individ-
uals and businesses which give more than $300 to municipal
candidates and political committees from receiving contracts
for one year after the contributions were made. The prohibi-
tion goes farther than in East Orange, but unlike that city’s
new ordinance, Orange’s proposed measure does not define
“business entity.” That means an owner, partners and their
family members could argue they legally can still make larg-
er individual contributions, which would make a mockery of
this legislation.

The proposal also is legally flawed in that it does not limit
what contracts would be covered. East Orange’s ordinance
correctly notes state law does not provide exemptions for
contracts that were awarded through competitive bidding. In
those cases, contribution limits set by the state Election Law
Enforcement Commission are enforced.

While we hope previous contracts have not been awarded
based on how much a business contributes to a politician,
especially to those who make the decisions, appearance is
everything. Residents deserve to be assured contracts have
been awarded based on qualifications. That appears to have
been accomplished in East Orange; more work is needed in
Orange.


