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Offices to close 
for July Fourth

Our offices will be closed
July 4 for the Independence
Day holiday. 

The deadlines for the issue
of July 7:

• Legal ads, June 30, noon
• Editorial copy, July 1,

noon
• Display ads, July 1, noon
• Classifieds, July 5, 3 p.m.

Orange High grads
ready for ceremony

Seniors at Orange High
School will  receive their diplo-
mas Friday during the school’s
graduation  ceremony. The pro-
gram is scheduled  for 6 p.m.
inside Codey Arena, Northfield
Avenue, West Orange.

Photographs from the cere-
mony, as well as the list of
graduates, will be published in
the June 30 issue of the Orange
Transcript. Drug aid

program
continues

The city’s program to aid residents
with their prescriptions continues.
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.  issued a
statement urging them to utilize the
program if they qualify.

The city and its Health and Well-
ness Alliance began a partnership
with the Heinz Family Foundation in
October 2010 to create two programs
of free or discount prescriptions for
Orange residents. 

Orange was the fourth city in the
nation to be chosen to participate in
the discount program.

The prescription plans include:
• OrangeRx: The OrangeRx

patient assistance program provides
residents with a year of free brand-
name prescription medications. They
must not have prescription insurance
coverage to quality.

• OrangeRx-Generic: Under this
program, the city works with local
pharmacies to provide a formulary of
more than 400 generic medications at
$2 for a 30-day supply. This option is
open to individuals regardless of
insurance status.

Residents also meet income guide-
lines for the two programs, which are
approximately 200 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, or $21,660 for an
individual or $44,100 for a family of
four. Individuals without legal resi-
dency status may be eligible.

Residents may visit one of the two
participating pharmacies: Value Mart
Pharmacy, 314 Main St., and E&M
Pharmacy, 325 Henry St.

Additional information regarding
the program is available by calling the
Department of Community Affairs at
973-266-4080. For bilingual assis-
tance, contact Sandra Barrera at 973-
266-4003.

Police: New initiative won’t hurt local effort
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Police and city officials said residents who

may be concerned that the city’s participation
in Essex County’s new Homicide-Major
Crimes Task Force will diminish police activi-
ties locally should not worry.

While municipal police are the first to
respond to homicides, the Essex County Prose-
cutor’s Office, often with local detectives, han-
dles the investigations. The difference now,
said Acting Essex County Prosecutor Carolyn
Murray, is that detectives in the task force will
all be housed in downtown Newark.

“They will now be co-located on the fourth
floor of the Essex County Veterans Court-
house,” state Attorney General Paula Dow
said. “All of the detectives who will be work-
ing homicides will be working under a com-
mand structure from one location. Co-locating
and being together under a single command
structure will allow us to respond more quick-
ly when homicides happen.”

Dow said she pushed for the creation of a
countywide task force when she served as
Essex County prosecutor. She and Anthony
Ambrose, the chief of detectives for the coun-

ty, said the task force had been 10 years in the
making and will benefit to law enforcement
agencies.

Through a spokesman, Orange Police
Director John Rappaport echoed those senti-
ments. Capt. Kevin Sooy, who represented the
department during Monday’s press conference
which announced the new task force, said it is
the expansion of the good working relationship
the city has had with county and state officials
for a long time.

“We entered into an agreement with the
county, and as a result he will be assigned and
investigating crimes throughout Essex Coun-
ty,” Sooy said, referring to Detective Peter
Cassidy. “But whenever anything happens in
Orange, the whole task force assigned to be
working on that shift will come to the city to
assist us. That will give us extra resources with
our investigation and will enable us to free our
investigative personnel to do other crimes and
follow up on other incidents that have hap-
pened in the city.”

Sooy said joining the task force will allow
Orange police continue taking a preventative
approach to crime. As “any crime is one crime
too many,” Sooy said department personnel

strive to create an environment that is not con-
ducive to crime through their strategies and
presence on the city’s streets.

“We try to take a proactive approach in
Orange and stop crime before it occurs,” Sooy
said. “We received a technology grant recently
from the Attorney General and the Essex
County prosecutor that will be used to install
cameras throughout the city. We were one of
the awardees and we will use it to put up cam-
eras in designated areas.”

All this law enforcement activity comes at
the right time, Sooy said, as the busy summer
season begins.

With the new initiative, everyone in Essex
now has a task force dedicated to one specific
task — solving homicides. That frees officers
to help each other.

“We have mutual aid all the time with our
neighboring jurisdictions, and we have mutual-
aid agreements we sign annually,” Sooy said.
“If we need mutual aid, like the fire depart-
ments, the officers do respond across borders.
This is a designated task force for a specific
reason and it will provide resources to all the
municipalities in Essex County and to the
county itself.”

Photos Courtesy Orange School District
SERVING SCIENCE — Oakwood Avenue School
student L’Nai Bryant, left, presents her gum-pop
experiment while, right, Rosa Parks seventh-grad-
er Sadja Montesir  describes her research on
molds during the Orange School District’s annual
science fair June 8 at the Park Avenue School. Pro-
jects from each of the district’s schools were pre-
sented during an exhibition in the gymnasium.

Derek Mitchell, stage
and television chore-
ographer and dance
school director, leads
a hip-hop class June
8 for students at Park
Avenue School. Stu-
dents gathered in the
dance studio and the
cafeteria for  instruc-
tion from Mitchell.
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Resident
dies in
shooting

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Detectives are searching for a sus-
pect in the shooting death of a city
man.

Anthony Williams, 20, was found
after he was shot at Pierson and Hick-
ory streets late on June 15. He was
taken to University Hospital in
Newark, where he died three hours
later.

According to Katherine Carter, a
spokeswoman for the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Homicide-
Major Crimes Task Force is investi-
gating the shooting. No suspects have
been identified.

“The response from the Essex
County Prosecutor’s Office Homicide
Task Force, which includes personnel
from the Orange Police Department,
was exemplary,” said Orange Police
Chief John Rappaport. “We hope it
will result in a swift arrest and a suc-
cessful conclusion to this case.”

Carter said that anyone with infor-
mation about the Williams homicide
is urged to contact the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office tip line at 877-
847-7432.

City police will join multi-group task force
State, county, municipal law enforcement organizations comprise new investigative body

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Acting Essex County Prosecutor Carolyn
Murray and state Attorney General Paula
Dow have announced the creation of a
countywide investigative task force that will
include police officers from Orange.

Capt. Kevin Sooy represented the
Orange department during Tuesday’s press
conference in Newark. Sooy said a detective
has been assigned to the task force to guar-
antee the city has a presence in the crime-
fighting collective.

“We do have a detective assigned there,
Detective Peter Cassidy,” Sooy said.
“Director John Rappaport is confident we
will be able to achieve great success work-
ing with the Prosecutor’s Office and the
Sheriff’s Department and the other munici-
palities engaged in this endeavor. Our

detective is an employee of the OPD, but he
has been assigned to the county for a spe-
cific period of time.”

Murray said the new task force will be
staffed by 29 officers from the Essex Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office, the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office and the Newark, East
Orange, Irvington and Orange police
departments. In addition, she said the State
Police will provide assistance, and several
suburban towns will assign officers one day
a week during the summer months to give
officers experience in investigating major
crimes.

Murray said detectives assigned to the
task force will investigate homicides, suspi-
cious deaths that require a response, police-
related incidents involving death or serious
bodily injury, and other violent incidents.
While the task force is similar to what

her office already does when it investigates
homicides, Murray said it will be different.

“Our goal is to avoid duplication and to
put together the most efficient and effective
crime-solving team,” Murray said. “Given
current economic realities, we believe a
coordinated approach will best serve the
people of this county.”

Dow, a former Essex County prosecutor,
said she has a good working relationship
with the Essex County departments.
Because of that, she continued, creating the
task force was an excellent decision.

Dow said Tuesday’s announcement was
the culmination of more than 10 years of
planning between the police departments in
Essex County. She said crime in the modern
age has no borders, so police also have to
operate without borders.

“When murders occur, or when criminals

threaten our residents with repeated carjack-
ings or other serial crimes, this task force
will respond. It will bring the unified
resources of the participating agencies to
bear with a consistent and cohesive
approach to investigations,” Dow said. “In
doing so, the task force will free officers to
engage in additional crime-suppression
activities, such as targeted patrols.”

Rappaport, who did not attend the press
conference, issued a statement regarding his
department’s inclusion in the task force.

“It is an honor and a privilege for the City
of Orange Police Department to be invited
to joined the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office Homicide Task Force,” Rappaport
said. “I am confident the men and women
assigned from the Orange Police Depart-
ment will do due diligence in performing
their duties.’’

Our July 4th
Fireworks Guide
This special publication pro-
vides local dates, times and
information to help everyone
fully enjoy the July 4th fun and
festivities. 

See Inside.

Dance like Derek


