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Orange officials show contempt
To the Editor:

At the last Orange City Council meeting, President Hassan Abdul-
Rasheed and Director of Planning and Economic Development Valerie
Jackson displayed their contempt and disdain for stakeholders.

During citizen comments, the president interrupted and berated former
Councilman William Lewis for questioning the immediate effective date
of a proposed amending Central Orange Redevelopment Plan ordinance.

Later that evening, during the second reading on this ordinance, I
caused City Attorney Marvin T. Braker to concede that former Council-
man Lewis was correct and the proposed ordinance contained the wrong
“effective date” language on its face. The Hawkins Administration then
proceeded to amend the proposed ordinance on the floor.  

Ms. Jackson indicated the city’s planning board would hold a special
meeting on the day after the ordinance’s effective date. She never dis-
closed the urgent need for this special meeting.

The Hawkins Administration then dismissed my continuing concerns
about the continued lack of a consistent policy and procedure regarding
the private sale of city-owned real estate located within the Central
Orange Redevelopment Area.

After I spoke, Kaitlin Gordon questioned a change in density in this
amended redevelopment plan. This issue struck a raw nerve. Ms. Jackson
criticized Ms. Gordon for asking her density questions at the council
meeting and not at the planning board meeting.

Both Ms. Gordon and Mr. Lewis are entitled to public apologies.  
I do not trust the Hawkins Administration. John Mason, the city’s busi-

ness administrator, continues to evade answering when he received the
city’s 2010 fiscal-year audit, which was dated March 15. He now admits
to receiving the audit shortly after his unspecified exit interview with the
city’s outside auditors.

The Hawkins Administration granted a long-term tax abatement to a
project not located within a lawfully designated redevelopment area. It
transferred various parcels of city-owned property for $1 a tract, by pri-
vate sale, to a for-profit entity without any appraisals and without any
pay-to-play certificates. It transferred five parcels of city-owned real
estate to the Orange Housing Development Corp. for the sum of $1 with-
out any affordable-housing reversionary restrictions in the recorded deed.
It issued building permits to a project site with substantial outstanding
water/sewer charges.

Also at the last meeting, the Hawkins Administration sought to replace
a civil service position with a political appointee without any justification
and without stating a new salary range. At least a majority of the council,
except the president, voted to table this municipal court administrator pro-
posal until it received additional information and documentation.

Stakeholders cannot be intimidated.  Follow the example of your fel-
low residents. Speak up. Ask why the mayor avoids citizens’ comments.

Jeffrey S. Feld
Orange

Editor’s note: Jeffrey S. Feld is a Main Street business owner.

South Ward vote affected Orange
To the Editor:

How did the South Ward blow the Orange municipal election of 2008?
What has been the impact in Orange? How can the city recover?

Until 2008, the Orange City Council included at least two South Ward
residents as council members at-large. The election that year was chaotic
due to the incumbent mayor being under indictment and choosing not to
run for re-election. This brought out six candidates in a wide-open may-
oral race, including a newcomer, Eldridge Hawkins Jr., the ultimate win-
ner. The South Ward votes were split between Donald Page, a veteran
council member, Janice Morrell, Tency Eason, another veteran council
member, and Hawkins. 

There were nine candidates for council member at-large. What did the
South Ward do and how did it affect the council race? There was a decid-
ed lack of leadership, which led to decisions against the benefit of the
town.

Mr. Page ran with a slate of three council candidates, and the citizens
split their votes over his slate despite the fact that not one resided in the
South Ward and was in sync with the city’s needs from a South Ward per-
spective. This was despite the fact that there were other candidates with
the kinds of financial backgrounds the city needed.

As a result of this lack of leadership, the current council has no one
with a financial or business background, which has cost citizens more
than $10 million in the last two years. Taxpayers are now paying for con-
sultants to do work that the council can’t do. Dates have been missed for
filing applications, which has resulted in the loss of millions of dollars in
state aid. Vital information needed by the council is not forthcoming from
the administration. Why is this important?

In 2012, there is another election for mayor and council-at-large. It is
important that those who have run for office before, and those who have
an ambition to serve and have the needed skills, get together and, with the
leaders, step up and play a more active role in solving the city’s problems.
Then run for office so we can have a better, diversified council as the
town richly deserves.

William R. Lewis
Orange

Editor’s note: William R. Lewis served the South Ward on the
Orange City Council from 1990 to 2006.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our community is full of dedication, talent 
This column is a salute to dedi-

cation. I’ve been privileged to wit-
ness extraordinarily talented peo-
ple performing and others who
have displayed exceptional perse-
verance in their careers. There are
also those who fundraise annually
for the support of our students and
others who work to stamp out dev-
astating diseases or to bolster
health issues or institutions. 

We are a music-loving people.
Beyond just listening, there are
those who’ve studied and excelled
at some of the nations most presti-
gious institutions such as  Juilliard
in New York City and the Hart Col-
lege of Music in Connecticut.

• Kathleen Thomas and Tanya
Murphy, phenomenal violinists,
are a performing duo known as
Ebony Strings. It is quite an expe-
rience  to enter a banquet hall that
is being permeated with the sounds
of traditional, contemporary and
popular music being produced by
the nimble fingers and bows of
these elegant and talented ladies.
The attendees at the spring
fundraiser of Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver were enthralled,
appreciative and very impressed.

• The featured musician at the
June 4 jazz vesper at the Bethany

Baptist Church in Newark was
classically trained harpist Brandee
Younger. She has performed with
symphonies and orchestras in the
tri-state area — creating a unique
niche in both traditional and non-
traditional harp arenas. Ms.
Younger remains in high demand
and attracts the attention of today’s
well-known groups and producers.
All three ladies are dedicated musi-
cians.

• Speaking of jazz, the free con-
cert series will continue for five
consecutive Thursdays beginning
June 30.

The always popular events will
take place in the garden of the
Newark Museum from 12:15 to
1:45 p.m. Lunch will available for
purchase.

Also, don’t miss the annual jazz
barbecue benefit Wednesday at 6
p.m. at the museum. Come out,

bring a friend and enjoy!
• Fraternity and sorority mem-

bers from near and far came to per-
form Friday in the first scholarship
step show at the Cicely Tyson
Community School in East
Orange.

Former and present college stu-
dents displayed the popular preci-
sion hand-slapping and foot-
stomping routines that expressed
pride and discipline, all while hav-
ing fun and raising funds.

Attracting potential students to
college life is the wonderful result
of these rousing performances. It is
a must-see for next year.

• I joined neighbors Sunday in
attending the annual Cornell Simp-
kins fashion show and buffet in
Newark. It was a fundraiser for a
scholarship in the memory of his
teenage son. He is a dedicated
father who turned his loss into hope
and help for a deserving youngster.

• The bright sunshine shone on
the outdoor salute to beloved edu-
cator Gladys Calhoun, for 30 years
the principal of Jackson Academy.

Monday’s street-dedication cer-
emony was attended by career-long
friends, city officials, students and
staff members. So profound was
her influence, a portion of Prospect

Street in East Orange, where the
school is located, was named for
her.

Before the unveiling of the
street sign, the student chorus sang
a touching farewell followed by
“Happy Birthday” to their favorite
role model. Kudos to the city for
honoring its own in such a signifi-
cant way.

For Garfield Jackson, after
whom the school was named, and
now Gladys, both will always be
remembered for their love of our
children and their standards of
excellence.

• The Historical Society of East
Orange will have its annual lawn
reception Sunday at 3 p.m. at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Taylor
in East Orange

The presentation of the William
McNeely Memorial Scholarship
will be made. David Black, Dr.
Alexander Hall Jr. and yours truly
will be honored. Join us or call
Goldie Burbage at 973-672-1783
for additional information.

Dedicated community involve-
ment is all a part of living your best
life.

Shirley Hendricks is an Orange
resident.

Living
Your
Best Life
By Shirley Hendricks

Fewer inspections
will hurt tenants

When someone looks for an apartment as a residence, a poten-
tial tenant does it with the sense that they will be living in a safe
and healthy apartment. The first impression often is good. But
what happens after they move in and find cracks forming in the
wall or floorboards becoming loose?

Most tenants will not need to worry: The landlord or a repair
person will fix the problem. But there are landlords who will
show an apartment, collect the security deposit, collect the rent,
and then let conditions deteriorate. No matter how many calls are
made to the landlord, or a management company, those requests
may be ignored.

In Orange and other local municipalities, tenants have the sup-
port of code enforcement personnel and contractors who inspect
apartments more frequently than state inspections, which occur
once every five years. In the case of Orange, inspections by the
city are conducted annually.

Making its way through the state Legislature, however,  is a
bill that would take control of inspections from municipalities
and hand them to state personnel or municipal staff contracted by
the state. We believe that would have a detrimental effect on the
many tenants in Orange and nearby.

Within the bill, the municipal option for regular inspections
conducted more frequently than those by the state would be
eliminated. Municipal officials still could respond to a tenant’s
health and safety problems, such as mold or rodent infestation,
and order their remediation, but general inspections would occur
on the state timetable of just once every five years. This, howev-
er, might hurt tenants who are afraid to complain to officials for
fear of eviction. In those cases, an annual inspection of each
apartment might bring to light any problems without jeopardiz-
ing the tenant.

Code enforcement staff still will be able to inspect a residence
when there is a change of tenant. Imagine, however, how much
can occur to the walls, floors and plumbing during the five-year
interval between state inspections. This is asking for trouble.

Proponents say the bill, should it become law, will accomplish
two things: it would remove an overlap of state and local laws
that landlords now have to follow, plus reduce landlords’ expens-
es by eliminating local inspections, which they pay for. The state
Office of Legislative Services, in its analysis of the bill, said the
measure would reduce revenues for municipalities; however, it
should also result in decreased expenses, mainly in personnel.

Among the sponsors in the Assembly is Mila Jasey, one of the
two members who represent Orange in the 27th Legislative Dis-
trict. Tenants should contact her office and ask her to reconsider
her support for this bill. While most landlords are conscientious,
this is a potentially dangerous measure for tenants who may be
left to fend for themselves  when a landlord ignores their com-
plaints.

Father’s Day
Father’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday. This is a relative-

ly new addition to the American holiday calendar, and as such its
traditions do not extend back through several generations. So
before any attempt is made to nail down exactly what the holi-
day means, a little history is apropos.

Following the deaths of 210 fathers in a mining disaster in
Monongah, W. Va., in 1907, a young woman, Grace Golden
Clayton, living in nearby Fairmont, organized a 1908 celebration
for fathers and all that they do. But the observance was not
repeated the following year, and no tradition was established.
Two years later on the other side of the continent, in Spokane,
Wash., in 1910, another young woman, Sonora Smart Dodd,
joined with her church and the local YMCA to organize a simi-
lar day of praise, which they called Father’s Day. Dodd’s inspi-
ration was said to have been her own father, William, a Civil War
veteran, who single-handedly raised the family after his wife
died giving birth to their sixth child. Sonora was the only daugh-
ter and the eldest sibling. Some have suggested she also was
inspired by the recent creation of Mother’s Day. 

But while enthusiasm for Mother’s Day spread like wildfire,
the public was slow to accept a Father’s Day. It took more than
half a century before the first presidential proclamation was
issued to mark the occasion, by Lyndon Johnson in 1966. And it
wasn’t until 1972 that Richard Nixon made Father’s Day a
national holiday, to occur each year on the third Sunday in June. 

Now, for guidance in how to celebrate the occasion, we turn
to the words themselves. The apostrophe in Father’s Day is
placed before the letter “s,” and not after, meaning the noun
“father” is singular. In other words, we are celebrating not
fatherhood in general, but one father, our father, the father of our
family, and that makes the day much easier to define.  He’s the
one who gives us good counsel, and who stands by our side when
all others have turned their backs and walked away. 

This year, make Father’s Day special for him. Purchase a
small gift, serve a favorite dinner, and do what he would like to
do. After all, it’s his day. And perhaps tell him how important his
support has been for you all these years. For those who have lost
their father, the day might serve as an occasion to honor their
memory.

We wish a happy Father’s Day to all fathers in our readership
area.

FOR OUR FALLEN SOLDIERS — Matthew Mulligan Sr., his wife, Rose, and son Matthew Jr., secretary of
Elks Lodge 135 in Orange, are joined by Richard Reinhardt, the Elks’ exalted ruler, his wife, Susan, chair-
woman of the Elks’ Special Needs Program, their son, R.J., and other Elks’ members with the wealth that was
laid outside their Main Street lodge to honor the members of the armed forces who died while in service to
America.
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