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Students from Park Avenue and
Oakwood Avenue Schools in
Orange were winners in a recent
youth bridge tournament at the
Manhattan Bridge Club in New
York City.

Oakwood students Michael
Simms and Makell Rainey won
first place while Aaron Williams
and his Park Avenue partner, Najii
Cox, placed third, both in mini-
bridge. In contract bridge, Derek
Waterton, Kareem Waterton and
Barbara Koriecha of Park Avenue
School won third place.  

Fifteen students from the Oak-
wood Avenue Bridge Club and four
from the Park Avenue Bridge Club
competed against 50 students from
the New York City area.

The students included:
• Park Avenue Bridge Club:

Najii Cox, Barbara Koriecha,
Derek Waterton, Kareem Waterton.

• Oakwood Bridge Club: Joseph
Awoyera, Chynna Beaumont,
Rasheed Boyd, Jada Bozeman,

Barry Calwell, Samuel Cherilus;
Also, Stefon Clementson,

Chantel Clementson, Ibin Johnson,
Princess Lockhart, Makell Rainey,
Sanya Richardson, Michael Simms,
Shanelle Whyte and Aaron
Williams. 

School district officials said
Barbara Clark, the former director
of special services, is an avid
bridge player who introduced
Orange students to the game.

Pamela Venable, school coun-
selor and adviser for the Oakwood
Bridge Club said, “Oakwood
Avenue School and Park Avenue
School were able to hold their own
in this intense competition.” She
accompanied the students, along
with Denise Harlem, Park Avenue’s
technology coordinator and Bridge
Club adviser. 

Harlem said she was also
pleased with the outcome of the
tournament. “The students had a
great time and were so happy on the
ride home,” said Harlem.   

Learn the world this summer
with E. Orange library events

Officials with the East Orange
Public Library said the next few
will not be a down time as activities
are planned through its summer
reading program.

Residents can learn about the
activities, books and events which
are scheduled during a day-long
program Monday. Information and
registration for the programs will
be available from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
at the main branch, 21 S. Arlington
Ave.

Registration will continue
through the summer. Library offi-
cials said the program was being
offered through the support of the
Friends of East Orange Public
Library.

Residents can register, read and
earn “points” for prizes, and it is
easier this year with the Summer
Reading Club’s on-line program.
Just visit www.eopl.org, click on
the “Summer Reading Club” icon
and sign up.

The program with have three
age-related themes:

• For the juniors, “One World,
Many Stories,” readers will travel

the globe and explore places from
Oceania to Russia through stories,
crafts, music and dance. Programs
for students in pre-kindergarten
through seventh grade include
crafts, belly dancing classes, films
and  a special visit from Snakes-n-
Scales and Turtle Tales, who return
to the library with “Worlds In
Themselves,” which feature ani-
mals from the Asian rainforest and
the South African grasslands.

The first activity is Wednesday
when children will create crafts
from around the world in the
“Global Craft Zone”  at 2:30 p.m.
in the main branch’s Junior Depart-
ment.

• East Orange teens will explore
the world this summer with “You
Are Here.” Teens can come to the
library and read for prizes as well

as participate in activities through-
out the summer. Special events for
students in grades 8-12 will include
games, crafts, gaming events, and
publishing a magazine, “The Teen
Zine.” 

• Adults also can join the fun
with the “Novel Destinations” adult
summer reading program. Readers
can enjoy discussions with book-
club selections that take them to
exotic worlds. Visit more countries
with events such as belly dancing
classes and a cultural film festival.
Other activities will include work-
shops in jewelry making and cre-
ative writing, poetry nights  and
drop-in craft sessions.

Visit the library website
www.eopl.org or call the main
office at 973-266-5600 for addi-
tional information.
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Orange students
score well in N.Y.
bridge tournament

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
A student from Park Avenue School surveys the
table before he makes his next play during a bridge
tournament in New York City.

Get healthy and active
with East Orange Rec

The East Orange Department of Recreation and Cultural Affairs
has programs and activities available during June for city residents to
enjoy and work on maintaining their health:

• “Butts and Guts,” a kick-boxing program to support the cardio-
vascular system, has classes Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at 6
p.m. and Saturdays at 9:30 a.m at the Elmwood Park field house. The
program is available for adults. Registration and class fees apply, and
fees may be more for non-city residents.

• Fitness programs are available in the New Jersey Nets’ Fun and
Fitness Center in Fellowship Civic Center. One program for children
is scheduled Tuesdays and Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m. and Saturdays
from noon to 2 p.m. Adult classes are Tuesdays and Thursdays from
noon to 2 p.m. A program fee is assessed, and fees may be more for
non-city residents.

• Tickets for the East Orange Night at the Newark Bears are avail-
able in the department’s office in Fellowship Civic Center. The Bears
are scheduled to play the Worcester Tornadoes on June 23 in a Can-
Am League game at Bears and Eagles Riverfront Stadium, Newark.
Proceeds will benefit the city’s youth baseball program.

• A wrestling program is available for students in grades 4-8. Ses-
sions are scheduled Mondays and Fridays from 4 to 6 p.m. for  grades
6-8 and 6 to 8 p.m. for grades 4-5. Sessions will be conducted in the
Hart Middle School complex, 116 Hamilton St.

Information about these and other department activities is avail-
able by contacting the office at 973-414-4141.

Long makes up for late career start
Senior, a first-year sprinter at Orange High, excels in Meet of Champions

By Joe Ragozzino
Sports Editor

Orange High School senior
De’Andre Long decided to run
track for the first time this year.

After what he accomplished this
spring, one cannot help but wonder
how good he could have been had
he taken up the sport earlier in his
high school career.

Long capped a great season
June 9 with a sixth-place finish in
the 200-meter dash during the
NJSIAA Meet of Champions in
Old Bridge. He was clocked in
21.75 seconds.

“It was exciting and exhilarat-
ing,” said Long. “It was a very
good feeling.”

“It was great,” said second-year
head coach Akil Boucaud of Long’s
performance. “He worked hard all

season long. He did an excellent
job in his first year and to cap his
career.”

After being a letter-winner in
football as a receiver and defensive
back in the fall, Long joined the
indoor track-and-field team during
the winter. He stuck with track this
spring and turned up his efforts.

During the Super Essex Confer-
ence’s Colonial Division Champi-
onships in Newark on May 14,
Long won three events: 100 meters
in 11.43 seconds; 200 meters in
22.88; and 400 meters in 50.70.
Long also helped the 4x400-meter
relay team to a first-place finish in
3:33.97. The other members of the
relay were senior James Howell
and juniors Jeff Noel and Shawn
Robinson.

A week later, Long won the 200

meters in 21.92 and took second in
the 100 in 11.20 during the Essex
County Championships in Mont-
clair.

At the state level, during the
NJSIAA North Jersey Section 2,
Group 2 meet May 27-28, Long
took second in the 400 in 49.12 and
third in both the 100 in 11.08 and
the 200 in 22.59. Long then took
fifth in the 200 in 22.20 during the
state Group 2 meet on June 3-4.
Both meets were in South Plain-
field.

Understandably, Long was quite
surprised at how well he performed
in his first year.

“I never knew what was going
to happen,” said Long. “I just gave
it my all.”

Boucaud knew Long had
tremendous potential and took

great joy in coaching him.
“He had raw, athletic ability,”

said Boucaud, a 2001 Orange High
graduate who was an assistant
coach for the Tornadoes track team
for one year before taking over the
helm. “Just teaching him the tech-
niques of running and his hard
work, to get better at track, made
him a better runner. He really didn’t
know he was that fast.”

Long credited Boucaud for
helping him learn to run track.

“He took me step by step,” said
Long. “He showed me the ropes
and the form to better myself, how
to run races without going too fast
or going too slow.”

Boucaud also cited junior Dillon
Smart for a fine season in throwing
the discus. Smart was second in the
discus at the conference meet.
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Father’s Day breakfast
planned in East Orange

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Councilman Ted Green is invit-
ing East Orange residents to attend
a Father’s Day breakfast inside the
Langston Hughes School on Rhode
Island Avenue.

Saturday’s breakfast will be
served at 8:30 a.m. The theme of
the event will be, “Raising Young
Boys to be Men.”

“We would particularly like to
see fathers come in with their kids
as a family. We here so much talk
and stories about the deterioration

of the black family where single
mothers are forced to act as the
mothers and fathers for their chil-
dren,” said Green. “We think that
it’s time to change that stereotype
and misperception by showing the
real men who out there trying to do
the right thing and be strong for
their families and provide for them
the way that they should and we
just want to show them that we
appreciate them on Father’s Day.”

Contact Green at 973-303-0220
for additional information about the
breakfast.

Church will host community fair
Local residents can check their

health and other concerns next
week when Peaceful Zion Baptist
Church hosts its annual community
outreach fair.

Screenings for depression,
blood pressure and sugar, and other
health issues will be available
through the East Orange General
Hospital’s mobile unit.

Representatives of local organi-
zations, such as the East Orange
Public Library, Veterans Adminis-
tration and East Orange fire and
police departments, will be in atten-
dance.

The church is at 213 Rhode
Island Ave., East Orange. Contact
the church office at 973-674-0015
for additional information.


