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Preparing for a really big show

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Drama instructors Michael Seidel, of Oakwood and Central elementary schools and Rachel Green of Orange
High School, work with students in preparation for Wednesday’s 14th annual All-City Arts Festival at 7 p.m. in
the auditorium of the Orange Preparatory Academy. Students in each of the city’s 10 public schools will be
highlighted in the fine and performing arts showcase.

On track
toward
the future
Students wind up
city job program

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The completion of the second
year of the city’s Extended Day
Youth Job Readiness Program was
celebrated last week during a cere-
mony in Orange High School.

The program for high school
students was created under the
direction of Keith Pressey, manager
of the Division of Recreation.

“The YJRP program was a joint
effort by the city and the Orange
Board of Education,” said Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. “The goal of
the YJRP program is to give
Orange students the job-readiness
training and life skills needed to
help their transition from high
school students to adults. The pro-
gram focuses on job training and
business etiquette as well as
encouraging college or vocational
training.”

Hawkins said the program seeks
to motivate students to set goals for
themselves and to work toward
achieving them. He said the staff
attempts to give students the ideas
and information needed to be
responsible and productive adults.

The subjects included employ-
ment-related issues, sexual harass-
ment in the workplace, finances,
HIV and sexual awareness, drug
abuse and gang violence, and sec-
ondary education.

“Many of the students were
actually employed during the pro-
gram and many more went on actu-
al interviews and honed their job-
seeking and networking skills

learned in the program,” Hawkins
said. “Over the summer, the stu-
dents will continue to seek jobs and
prepare for college and vocational
education.”

Hawkins presented the Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. Awards to
Erick Noncius and Naika Davdin,
who were selected as the outstand-
ing male and female participants.
The James Wolfe Civic Award was

presented to Flore Dorcelian; the
Most Improved Students Awards
went to Isaiah Carter and Miosha
Henryl.

Among the program coordina-
tors were Weldon Montague III, re-
entry specialist for state Depart-
ment of Labor; substance abuse
counselor Thomas Wright, business
consultant Gregory Bryant; and
Orange High teacher Linda Siddiq.

Photo Courtesy City of Orange
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., middle, third from left, and Recreation Manager Keith
Pressey, left, as well as staff with the Orange School District presented awards for
the Youth Job Readiness Program during a ceremony last week.

Looking
into our
schools
Education is topic
of forum program

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Members of the Oranges-
Maplewood Unit of the NAACP,
East Orange Education Association
and FAST will meet next week for
panel discussions on education.

The event, planned for St. Paul
AME Church along Sanford Street
in East Orange, is scheduled June
18 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will
feature discussions on the student’s
role in education, the parent’s role
in education and the development
of proficient readers.

Several professors, including
Ansley LaMar of New Jersey City
University and Jennifer Robinson
and Linda Wise of Montclair State
University, will attend.

“A proactive NAACP has to
respond to the needs of its commu-
nity and it is a natural extension to
help our communities become
viable force in the 21st century,”
said Thomas Puryear, the unit’s
president. 

“Education is an issue that is
just as important to rich people in
suburban communities, like Maple-
wood and South Orange, as it is to
economically challenged people in
urban areas like Orange and East
Orange,” he continued. “Every dis-
trict is different and has its own
unique challenges, but some issues
are relevant across the board.”

One such issue, Puryear said, is
adequately measuring academic
achievement. He said the South
Orange-Maplewood district was a
good example as it has studied why
black children from affluent fami-
lies have not achieved academic
levels at the same rates as students
from other races.

“They did a study that found
that the African-American kids
who had always been in that public
school system did not do as well in
almost all areas as their white coun-
terparts,” Puryear said. “Nobody
asked them to do it; they did it on
their own. They have leveling,
which is homogeneous grouping by
age, but the study found that there
is a separation of students that pre-
vents some students from getting
ahead while other make progress.”

Puryear said he believed if these
results come for affluent minority
students, things are worse for stu-
dents in areas where families face
greater socioeconomic challenges.

“Every individual has the right
to rise to the maximum level of
their potential and performance,”
Puryear said. “We need to look at
other issues, including the homes
and communities, to address this
issue.”

Additional information is avail-
able by calling 973-393-2036.

Summer school
registration begins

Registration is under way as
students in kindergarten
through seventh grade can
attend partial- and full-day
classes which are being offered
during July at several district
schools:

• Rosa Parks and Forest
Street schools will host classes
from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

• Lincoln Avenue and Park
Avenue schools will host class-
es and activities from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The academy will feature
theme-based projects, field trips
and recreational activities. Fees
will be charged; forms are
available on the district’s web-
site: www.orange.k12.nj.us or at
each school.

Banquet to honor
scholar winners

The Union of Black Episco-
palians will highlight its schol-
arship recipients Friday during
its annual scholarship banquet
at 6 p.m. at Mayfair Farms in
West Orange.

Scholarship winners will
include members of the Church
of the Epiphany in Orange.

Banquet proceeds will go to
the union’s scholarship fund.
Contact Lauren Harrison at 973
349-7519 for tickets.  

Arts Unbound
courses begin

Residents with a taste for
fine arts can enjoy learning this
summer as Arts Unbound pres-
ents two classes.

“Art Adventures,” for resi-
dents age 8 and older, and
“Painting Unbound,” for teens
and adults, will give residents
the opportunity to utilize a vari-
ety of materials in order to cre-
ate artwork.

Courses begin tonight and
continue Thursdays thorugh
July 29. There is a fee for the
course, which includes materi-
als, equipment and instruction.
Call 973-675-2787 for addi-
tional information.

Democrat candidates easily win primaries
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Essex County Democrat-backed candi-

dates easily won their party’s nomination for
positions on the Board of Freeholders in
Tuesday’s primary election.

Carol Clark of East Orange, along with
Juan Rivera and D. Bilal Beasley, won nomi-
nations for re-election in the first three of
five districts. Leonard Luciano and Brendan
Gill, both of whom would replace outgoing
freeholders, were unopposed in, respectively,
Districts 4 and 5.

On the Republican side, Jeanette Veras
and Joseph Chiusolo were unopposed,
respectively, in Districts 1 and 4. Steven
Rogers won a contested primary in District 5.

Theodore Stephens II, who retired as a
judge to seek the Essex County surrogate’s
position, comfortably secured the Democrats’
spot for the November ballot. Stephens col-
lected more than 90 percent of the approxi-
mately 23,000 ballots as he easily outdis-
tanced Dereck Dillard.

Stephens will face Annette Scoca-Del
Mauro, who was unopposed in the Republi-
can primary for county surrogate.

Most of both par-
ties’ candidates for the
state Legislature from
Essex County’s dis-
tricts were unopposed
in their primaries, but
there were a few sur-
prises.

• 34th District:
Incumbent Sen. Nia
Gill of Montclair,
along with Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver of East Orange and
Assemblyman Thomas Giblin of Montclair,
were unopposed on the Democrat side. Gill
will face Ralph Bartnik of Clifton, who had
no opponents on the Republican ballot.

Republican voters, however, appear to
have split the tickets with the four Assembly
candidates, all from Clifton. The ticket of
Joan Salensky and Rick Fanfan gained mar-
gins over Randy Colondres and Steve Farrell
within Essex County, but once the votes from
Clifton came in, Salensky retained her lead
but Farrell overcame his deficit to claim a
nomination.

The district includes Clifton in Passaic

County, plus Montclair,
East Orange and
Orange in Essex Coun-
ty. Orange, currently in
the 27th Legislative
District, was moved to
the 34th District during
the state re-districting
process earlier this year.

• 27th District:
State Sen. Dick Codey

of Roseland, who was
unopposed, will face William Eames, a Tea
Party-backed candidate from Whippany who
used a 700-vote majority in Morris County to
win the GOP nomination over Essex Fells
Councilman William Sullivan.

Incumbent Assembly members John
McKeon of West Orange and Mila Jasey of
South Orange turned back a challenge from
Ellen Steinberg of Millburn. They will seek
re-election against Lee Holtzman of Liv-
ingston and Nicole Hagner of Chatham.

The district includes Maplewood, South
Orange, West Orange, Caldwell, Essex Fells,
Livingston, Millburn and Roseland in Essex
County as well as Morris County towns.

• 28th District: Ron Rice Sr. of Newark
and Russell Mollica, a Bloomfield resident,
had no opposition for, resepectively, the
Democratic and Republican nominations for
Rice’s seat.

Republicans Carol Humphreys of Bloom-
field and David Pinckney of Irvington were
unopposed, and will face Assembly members
Cleopatra Tucker of Newark and Ralph
Caputo of Bloomfield as they seek re-elec-
tion. The incumbents easily outdistanced
challenger Michael Frazzano of Bloomfield,
who totaled 656 votes.

The district covers Glen Ridge, Bloom-
field, Nutley, Irvington and part of Newark.

• 29th District: Everyone was unopposed
in the 29th District, which includes Belleville.
The November candidates will include Sen.
M. Teresa Ruiz and Assembly members L.
Grace Spencer and Alberto Coutinho, all of
Newark, on the Democratic side. Republicans
will be represented by Senate candidate
Aracelis Sanabria Tejada of Newark and
Assembly hopefuls Elaine Guarino of
Newark and Lisa Kistner of Belleville.

The district covers Belleville and part of
Newark

Orange’s county, state representatives run unopposed, will meet Republicans in November

OliverClark


