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Copy Reduced to 91% from original to fit letter page

It is quite understandable that
no one really knows the reason
why the street adjacent to the
Orange train station was so named.
There are few people in your local-
ity who remember one of the most
colorful characters who resided in
Orange. The entire neighborhood
has changed dramatically since the
1940s and early 1950s. But after
reading your item about Tony, the
thought arose that you would not
mind at all if you were brought up
to date about some of the back-
ground of the neighborhood as it
existed during the era.

• When I was a teenager and
attending Orange High School in
the early 1950s, five of us tried to
pin Tony to the mat at the YMCA
on Main Street, where it stood at
the time, next to the Pix Theater.
Tony would work out at the
YMCA, as we did at the time. Well,
the entire five of us could never pin
him to the mat! We stood on his
shoulders; we stood on his out-
stretched arms; we even laid down
across his chest. We may have
weighed 500 pounds collectively,
but we never pinned him to that
mat. Tony was as strong as an ox.

Back around 1951, Tony wres-
tled a bear on the stage at the Our
Lady of Mount Carmel School one
night. He did it for a fundraiser for
the school. The place was packed
solid that night. Father Andrew, the
pastor of the church, announced on
the pulpit the following Sunday
that the church took in $3,000 from
that one night. Tony then put on a
boxing match another night also as

a church fundraiser. He fought five
amateur boxers, all at once, in the
ring that was set up on the stage.
Tony knocked all of them out!

• Tony also had a rematch with
Joe Louis up in Pompton Plains,
where the training camp was locat-
ed. It was around 1949. Tony
knocked out Joe up there, but it was
never publicized in any newspaper.
Tony and Frank Sinatra got Joe a
job in Las Vegas as a doorman so
he could pay off his outstanding
taxes with the IRS. I believe that
Frank Sinatra also paid off some of
Joe’s debts so he could survive in
the twilight of his years.

Tony’s sparring partner for years
was an African-American boxer
named Willis. Tony kept him on
retainer years after their sparring
had become only verbal.

• Tony did have a bar-and-grill
on South Day Street. The area now
is nothing more than a parking lot,
but back then its storefront was all
black tile. The place was called
“The Diamond Mirror.” My buddy
Paulie and I would go in, sit at the
bar, and drink Tony’s Rheingold
beer on draft. We would also get a
sandwich or a hamburger there as
well. The place was usually packed
with Tony’s old buddies, who

included my uncle Joe.
Uncle Joe was called “Joe Mon-

tana” back then. We all had nick-
names so nobody ever knew our
legal identities. Some of the bunch
that sat at the bar next to Paulie and
me were “Half a Hat,” “50 Cents,”
“Shift Gear,” and “Half a Face.”
Now all of these characters are
deceased. But back during these
days you not only had a good time
with these guys, you could spend
all night in Tony’s bar for about $2.

• Tony married into the Grasso
family. His brother-in-law was
Paulie Grasso. He was a contract
house painter. He was also quite a
character. Whenever Paulie Grasso
painted the interior of any apart-
ment or house, he would always
paint some type of mural on a wall,
and it would be included in the
price for free.

• Next to “The Diamond Mir-
ror” was Adolf Stanzielle’s bar and
restaurant. That joint was also
packed to the hilt almost every
night of the week with the same
type of characters that frequented
Tony’s place. Sandina Stanzielle,
Adolf’s mother, made me and
Paulie many pizza pies whenever
we showed up after a night on a
drinking binge. We were young at
the time, and as teenagers, we
drank almost all of the junk the dis-
tilleries made. We even drank that
“white lightening” down in the
southland when we went on our
excursions.

• One day, on the corner of
South Essex Avenue and Lack-
awanna Plaza, Tony had a near-col-

lision with his auto. There was a
Mobil station there at the time and I
was getting gas in it when this
occurred. Tony was not the best
driver in the world, so as he was
making his left turn to get to South
Day Street, he almost ran into a car
going north on South Essex
Avenue. The other driver chal-
lenged Tony and asked him to get
out of his car. Tony obliged the
other man who wanted to punch
Tony in the mouth. Tony told him
to take his best shot.

After the man punched Tony
squarely on his jaw, Tony sat on the
pavement of the street and began to
laugh loudly and heartily. The man
got so scared he jumped into his car
and sped away as Tony yelled for
him to come back.

There are many stories about
Tony like this. Crime in Orange at
the time was almost nonexistent.
We all lived together in harmony.
Main Street would be lit up on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
nights from High Street all the way
down to Park Street. It was a very
thriving shopping center then.

Please don’t feel offended with
this information. The thrust of this
note is to merely bring you some
additional tidbits about Tony and
the Orange of the good old days.

Vito Coscia, a former Orange
resident, now resides in San
Francisco.  This was a letter writ-
ten to the Rev. Darrell Berger of
the First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Essex County in
response to his March 31 column.

Here’s hoping those who’ve just
celebrated Easter or Passover felt a
sense of renewal. Emerging from
the winter doldrums, the forsythia
and daffodils’ bright yellow petals
enhance the warmth of the wel-
come springtime sun.

Time to plan that trip through
Branch Brook Park. The cherry
blossom spectacle is not to be
missed during this time of year.
Don’t forget your camera and take
along the grandchildren or a neigh-
borhood youngster and friend. We
are so fortunate to have so many
natural and historical sights to see
and enjoy in our area.   

• Springtime is traditionally the
time to clear out and clean up.

Oil-based paints, thinners, sol-
vents, pool chemicals, regular and
car batteries, propane tanks, and
automotive fluids, such as
antifreeze and steering fluid, will
be collected from 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. outside the county garage at
99 W. Bradford Ave., Cedar Grove.

Proof of residency is required
for residents to leave material. Call
973-792-90160 or visit the website
www.ecuanj.com Remember: never
flush old or any medication. Our
ground water is testing positive for
chemicals found in prescription
drugs.

• Our town has seen a major
clearing of troublesome real estate
in the past two years and will soon
break ground for two- and three-
family homes at the Alexander
complex site. Abandoned and
boarded homes in the immediate
area are slated for demolition or
rehabilitation beginning in May.

Attractive residences, atop com-
mercial suites geared toward youth
and family recreation, will occupy
the space of the former Peppermint
Lounge and Gregory’s nightclubs.
The residences, at the corner of
Central and Center streets, will
soon be having a ribbon-cutting
and grand opening.

All of the redevelopment that is
happening has been made possible
by the building of a new water
pumping station. Without the addi-
tional water pressure to service the
new buildings, impossible with the
100-year-old replaced city pump,

Orange would have continued to
remain stagnant and unable to join
the other emerging cities.

What an amazing turnaround in
such a short time. Bravo to all who
are helping to make it happen.

• New businesses are being wel-
comed, along with future residents,
into Orange. Now that our city is on
the move, entrepreneurs and new
and small businesses are being
sought to locate or expand with a
branch in our town.

To that end, a collaboration with
the Stillman School of Business at
Seton Hall University, along with
an urban funding foundation, will
assist promising businesses that
wish to locate in Orange.

Get professional help with busi-
ness and marketing plans. Receive
up to $75,000 in no-interest financ-
ing and more assistance. Contact

Chris Mobley at 973-266-4061.
• Since my last column, I’ve

been in the company of some of
New Jersey’s most accomplished
women.  Starting with the outstand-
ing recipients of the “Shirley
Chisholm Awards,” Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver’s awardees
included Police Chief Sheila
Byron-Lagattuta of Glen Ridge;
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs of
Plainfield; and President Edythe M.
Abdullah of Essex County College.

I was the house guest of Sharon
Morgan, a dean at NJIT, for the
long Easter weekend. It was filled
with friends, good food and lots of
fun. So many accomplished ladies,
working and serving to be sure we
are all living our best lives.

Shirley Hendricks is an Orange
resident.
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TELLING JOSEPH’S
STORY — An Orange
High student, whose
name was not
released, narrates
the biblical tale of
Joseph as performing
arts students from
Orange High School
presented four shows
of ‘Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat’ during
the middle of April. 
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Point
Of
View
By Vito Coscia

Spring brings a sense of community renewal
Living
Your
Best Life
By Shirley Hendricks

BOE election 2011
The mood, turnout and end results of Board of Education

elections held last week were much different than what we
saw last year. These changes were most likely caused by
improvement in the economy, a restoration of some state
aid and the transition from a year in which massive spend-
ing cuts were necessary to a year in which districts have
become more adjusted to the new fiscal reality. 

In the 16 Essex County school districts where members
are elected by public vote, which include all towns in our
readership area except Orange and East Orange, voter
turnout fell considerably. Last year, 59,042 residents, or
15.74 percent, of the 375,159 registered voters cast ballots.
This year, it was 41,133, or 10.83 percent, of the 379,906
registered voters. Public participation leading to the vote
last year was also higher. In Glen Ridge, the budget hear-
ings drew crowds in the 100s for multiple days; this year it
was a handful of people at the single public hearing. In
Bloomfield High School cafeteria, where election results
are posted as they come in throughout the night, attendance
was about half of what it was in 2010. 

Last year, our residents were hit by economic forces
beyond their control, but at the schools, where major deci-
sions were being made on education and school taxes, res-
idents were more in charge. They had a say and a vote in
the outcome, and they participated. 

This year, all budgets were passed in Essex County,
although a second question in Nutley was defeated. Three
budgets were defeated in both 2010 and in 2009. District
leaders have learned residents will not accept unreasonable
tax increases. Last year West Orange proposed a budget
with a 7 percent tax increase; it failed. This year, the town-
ship put forth a budget with a tax decrease; it passed. 

The main issue last year was what should be the priori-
ties in cutting the budget. This year, all the talk was about
increasing the educational level and putting the focus back
on students. We heard: “place students first,” “help them
reach their full potential,” and “put the money in the class-
room.” Candidates also spoke of new ways to squeeze extra
benefits from decreased revenues. The buzz phrases we
heard were “more ingenuity,” “thinking out of the box,”
“being creative” and “restructuring the budget.” Whatever
it’s called, it’s the same “American can-do spirit” that has
come to our rescue so many times in the past. 

We wish the newly elected school board members luck,
and urge them to be thrifty, creative and outspoken.

Happy Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is celebrated nationwide on Sunday. The

day provides an occasion to thank our mothers for their
support, care, protection, teachings and love. 

Traditionally, children make her a small gift, husbands
will purchase something special, and almost always there
are fresh flowers brought into the home. In recognition for
all the work they do, mothers are encouraged to relax on
Mother’s Day. The family pitches in to run the household,
and that usually goes smoothly, although many times mom
will grab back the reins if things start to fall apart. House-
holds are fragile affairs, and mother’s hold them all togeth-
er.

For those separated by distance from their mothers, a
telephone call usually becomes the central point of the day.
And sending greeting cards to our mothers are almost
mandatory. According to Hallmark Corporation, 139 mil-
lion Mother’s Day cards are exchanged each year. 

That last point about the greeting cards would not sit
well with Anna Jarvis. She is the woman who at the turn of
the last century created the framework for the modern-day
Mother’s Day. Her mother, Ann Jarvis, was a humanitarian,
caring for wounded soldiers from both sides of the Civil
War and promoting safe working conditions, pacifism and
other social causes. Following Ann’s death, daughter Anna
worked to have one day each year set aside to honor moth-
ers. In 1914, the U.S. Congress, recognized Mother’s Day
on the second Sunday of each May. 

However, by the 1920s, Anna had become fed up with all
the commercialism then surrounding her holiday. Especial-
ly those cards, which she considered no substitute for a
properly handwritten note. Times change. Probably many
of those who today are not troubled by sending their moth-
er a greeting greeting card would look askance at the now
emerging practice of sending e-cards for Mother’s Day.
Even Hallmark is marketing them for this year.

When Anna created Mother’s Day, she decided against
honoring all mothers collectively; instead, she said that
mothers should be honored individually, as part of a fami-
ly. Accordingly, the day is not celebrated by parades or fire-
works, but with family gatherings, small presents, a cele-
bratory meal and expressions of love and thanks.

We wish a happy Mother’s Day to all our readers. East Orange primary guidelines
Letters of endorsement and support will be published through the issue

of May 26. Letters may be printed or appear as excerpts at the editor’s dis-
cretion. Endorsement letters containing more than 250 words will be edit-
ed for length, regardless of how many candidates they endorse. Letters
without telephone numbers will not be considered for publication.

Submit letters to eorecord@thelocalsource.com or by fax to 908-686-
4169. Contact John Zucal, managing editor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115 for
additional information.

More madcap memories of Tony Galento


