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Schools & Camps
This special publication is
intended to provide information
on local schools and camps in
the coming months.  See Inside.

Hughes to show
black movie history

The Langston Hughes Ele-
mentary School of East Orange
will host a special program that
will highlight the  black movie
artists of the early 20th century.

The school’s Parent-Teacher
Association and the East
Orange Department of Recre-
ation and Cultural Affairs will
present “Celebrating the Pio-
neers of Cinema” on Feb. 23 at
6 p.m.

Admission is one empty
soda can to foster an idea and
help “save the environment.”

The school is at 160 Rhode
Island Ave., East Orange. Con-
tact the recreation department’s
office at 973-414-4150 for
information. 

Schumacher fund
dinner scheduled

Retired New York Giants
running back Ottis Anderson,
who was the Most Valuable
Player in Super Bowl 25, will
be the keynote speaker Feb. 23
during a fundraising dinner for
the Larry C. Schumacher Jr.
Student Athlete Scholarship
Fund. 

The dinner, in honor of the
late East Orange recreation
director and football coach, will
be at 6 p.m. in the Bella Italia
Ristorante in Orange.

Contact Justina Schumacher
at 973-432-7167 for tickets or
additional information.

Strike up the band!

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Nakeem Brodders, right, shows one of the new uniforms received recently by the
Orange High School marching band. Kanesha Boone presents the band’s previ-
ous uniforms.

Morton is weighing
his election options
in selecting a team

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

As the electoral clock winds down to the March filing deadline for
Orange City Council candidates, two of the three incumbents have found
their proverbial seats when it comes to the shifting sands of political
alliances. One incumbent, however, appears to still be looking for a part-
ner with whom to team.

At Large Councilman Rayfield Morton is still weighing his options, as
he has yet to ally himself with other candidates.

“In two more weeks I will let everybody know who I am supporting,”
Morton said on Tuesday night. “There are still things on the table when it
comes to the logistics of running a campaign for the council that are still
being worked out. I like to play things pretty close to the vest, but I know
that there are a lot of my constituents and supporters out there who are
waiting to hear what I am going to do. I’m asking them to bear with me a
little longer.” 

Morton said the May election is going to be very important to Orange’s
future. Because of that significance, Morton said he has taken matters
slowly in order to ensure he plots the best path for him and the city. 

Morton’s incumbent colleagues, Elroy Corbitt and Donna K. Williams,
have already announced they will be running as part of a slate of candi-
dates that is headed by a mayoral candidate. Corbitt said he is running
with attorney Dwayne Warren while Williams has teamed with longtime
Zoning Board member Janice Morrell to take a two-pronged approach to
holding her seat while helping to defeat Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. 

“I’m not linking up with anyone, but I’m dangerous because I’m a
good organizer,” Morton said. “I’ve had four functions in the last three
months. I had four fish fries and did a Super Bowl party.”

As a result of those old-school “soul food” fundraisers, Morton said he
believes he is primed to make a move when the time is right. If nothing
else, Morton said, this is going to be a “very interesting election.” 

“People want to look at you as a candidate and see themselves, but
other people try to play down the fact that having a true Orange connec-
tion is important. It really is deep,” Morton said. “I’m trying to make a
statement this time: I’m in it to win it.”

Codeys close century-old history in Orange
High Street funeral home is demolished, to be replaced by market-rate condominiums

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

The Codey family and its funeral home
stood as major parts of Orange throughout
the 20th and early 21st century. The physical
history, however, has come to an end.

The demolition of the Codey Funeral Ser-
vices home, along High Street, ended a phys-
ical presence that lasted 100 years. The  his-
tory and relationships, said one of the family
members, will be enduring.

Removal of the Codey building followed
the 2011 sale of the property to a developer
and decision to move all operations to the

family’s Caldwell funeral home. A city offi-
cial said Tuesday a project to construct con-
dominiums was planned for the site.

Donald Codey Jr., director of Codey
Funeral Services, said the decision to sell the
site was difficult given he and his four sib-
lings were raised in the home. His father,
Donald Sr., bought the property in 1946 and
moved the business from its original address
of Valley and Nassau streets.

“It was emotionally very hard. I was born
and raised in the funeral home,” said Codey.
He said the family had maintained the High
Street estate since Donald Codey Sr. and his

wife, Patricia, died, respectively, in 2003 and
2004.

The Codey site may be bare at this time,
but it soon will be a busy area, said a city
official.

Valerie Jackson, Orange’s planning direc-
tor, said Tuesday that construction on two
buildings, each housing 14 condominium
units, would begin soon. Jackson said the
project was expected to be completed during
the fall.

Jackson listed the developers as the New
Heights Ministry and Urban and Community
Development Corp. of Hillside and the

Franklin Development Group of Woodland
Park.

“We’re very excited about the new hous-
ing,” Jackson said. While the majority of the
28 units would be sold at market prices,
Jackson said about five would be held for
“emerging market” owners, mostly middle-
income residents.

Codey said the family’s connections with
Orange will be long-lasting.

“We all feel a deep attachment with
Orange. I lived 36 years here; the people
were just fantastic,” said Codey. “It will be
forever linked with the city.”

Author: Orange play today
will show blacks’ challenges

In honor of Black History Month, the Orange
School District and city government has partnered to
present the play “The Movement” today to students of
Orange High School and Orange Preparatory Acade-
my as well as area residents.

The Youth Diversity Theatre will perform the play
for students during today’s school day. An open per-
formance will be presented at 7 p.m. in the auditorium
of the Orange Preparatory Academy.

“‘The Movement’ is an original musical theater

play that documents the contribution of young people
to the Civil Rights Movement,” said Kathy Harrison,
the production’s author. “This musical is an untold
story of young people in 1963 that helped to change
the race-divided community of Birmingham, Ala.”

Harrison said students who will see “The Move-
ment” will witness the lives and times of children who
faced tremendous odds.

“‘The Movement’ is an engaging story that is educa-
tional, entertaining, engaging and true!” added Harrison.

From local child talent to superstar
East Orange native Whitney Houston dies at 48

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Before the music of Whitney Houston touched peo-
ple worldwide, local residents had the opportunity to
watch her develop into a famous artist.

Houston, a winner of six Grammy Awards, died
Saturday in Los Angeles. A Los Angeles County coro-
ner Sunday ruled out foul play. He added the cause of
Houston’s death would not be known for six to eight
weeks while coroners await toxicology reports.

Besides the Grammy Awards, the 48-year-old
Houston was the recipient of 30 Billboard Music
Awards and 22 American Music Awards. She also won
two Emmy Awards, in 1986 for her performance dur-
ing that year’s Grammy Awards, and for playing the
Fairy Godmother in the 1997 television movie, “Cin-
derella.”

All of Houston’s more than 400 awards, and 170
million albums, singles and videos sold, might not
have been possible without her development within
churches in Newark and East Orange.

Born Aug. 9, 1963 to the soul singer Cissy Houston
in Newark, Whitney Houston moved to East Orange in
1967. She was introduced to music early in her life;
her cousins included Dionne and Dee Dee Warwick;
Aretha Franklin was her godmother.

Houston’s talents were apparent as early as age 11
when she became a soloist for the junior gospel choir
at the New Hope Baptist Church in Newark. 

She later occasionally sang with her mother during
nightclub performances, then moved into records in
1978 as a background singer on Chaka Khan’s hit,
“I’m Every Woman.”

A long professional relation with the record pro-
ducer and industry executive Clive Davis started in
1983. He was urged by colleagues to watch Houston

perform; Davis, then the head of Arista Records,
offered Houston a worldwide recording contract.

Houston’s first success came shortly after she
signed with Arista. A 1984 duet with Teddy Pender-
grass, “Hold Me,” was a top-5 rhythm-and-blues hit.

Two years later, another hit, “Saving All My Love
for You,” brought Houston her first Grammy Award as
the best female signer. She performed her hit during
the awards show; that led to an Emmy Award for Out-
standing Individual Performance in a Variety or Music
Program.

East Orange Mayor Robert Bowser said he
believed Houston’s contributions to music and enter-
tainment were unsurpassed.

“During her extraordinary career, she brought joy
into the hearts and lives of millions the world over,”
said Bowser. “The gift of her artistry shall endure now
for all eternity.”

The East Orange School District recognized Hous-
ton for her career achievements in 1997 when the
Franklin School, along Dodd Street, was renamed in
her honor. The Whitney E. Houston Academy of Cre-
ative and Performing Arts is one of two arts-themed
schools within the district.

The school’s principal, Henry Hamilton, said while
Houston was busy with her career, she still maintained
a strong connection with the school.

“She would come for a performance or other activ-
ities, just to be with the kids,” said Hamilton. “There
were other times when she would call us to get updates
on our school.”

Hamilton said discussions are under way with city
and school district officials for a program to honor Hous-
ton in March. He said former students have contacted
him about a possible memorial program: “A lot of for-
mer students are calling; they would love to be here.”

Photo Courtesy Sony Music/Patrick Demarchelier
Whitney Houston as she appeared on the front of her
August 2009 release, ‘I Look to You.’ Houston, who
was raised in East Orange, died Saturday in Los
Angeles.

Offices will close for Presidents Day
Our newspaper office will be closed on Monday in observance of

Presidents Day. The office will reopen on Tuesday at 9 a.m.   The
publication date of the newspaper for next week will be Thursday.

For the issue of Feb. 23, our deadlines will be:
• Legal ads, today, 3 p.m.            • Display ads, Friday, noon
• Classified ads, Tuesday, 3 p.m.      • Editorial, Friday, noon. 
We wish all out readers a happy Presidents Day and encourage

everyone to fly the flag.


