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Early deadlines
for Presidents Day

Our newspaper office will
be closed on Feb. 20 in obser-
vance of Presidents Day. The
office will reopen on Feb. 21 at
9 a.m. While our publication
schedule will remain the same
with papers coming out on Feb.
16 and 23, some adjustments
will be made to our editorial
and advertising deadlines.

For the issue of Feb. 23, our
deadlines will be:

• Legal ads, Feb. 16, 3 p.m.
• Display ads, Feb. 17, noon
• Classified ads, Feb. 21, 3

p.m.
• Editorial, Feb. 17, noon. 

E. Orange business
program to begin

City officials in East Orange
have announced  a free training
program for unemployed city
residents will begin next week.

The Institute For Entrepre-
neurial Leadership will launch
QuickStart, an entrepreneurial
training program for the unem-
ployed, Tuesday inside City
Hall. QuickStart is a six-week
program that teaches unem-
ployed people about entrepre-
neurship and how to launch a
small business in order to create
their own jobs.

In addition to classroom
training, QuickStart partici-
pants get one-on-one consulta-
tions with business experts and
are further supported by six
months of mentoring from the
institute.

Funded by a grant from the
N.J. Department of Labor and
Workforce Development,
QuickStart is free for people
who are unemployed.

Applications are being
accepted. Candidates should
should go to the website
www.ifelnj.org/quickstart to get
the application, print, complete
and return it by fax to the insti-
tute at 973-353-0650.

Send your news
News can be sent to the

Record-Transcript by email to
eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

Orange begins search for tax assessor
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Orange will need the services of

a new tax assessor because the old
one has resigned.

For those homeowners and tax-
payers who might be concerned
that the loss of tax assessor Ryan
Ricco might have an adverse
impact on the plans of Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. to pursue a
property revaluation shortly,
Hawkins said that should not be a
concern.

Riccio’s resignation became
effective Tuesday.

Councilman Elroy Corbitt and a
majority of the council voiced their
concerns about Hawkins’ plans to
do a property revaluation. 

They were also concerned about
a request from the public for
funds to explore the possibility
of doing one when the administra-
tion had not openly admitted that

they intended to do one.
“The concern of myself and

some other members was why were
these people coming and encourag-
ing us to vote for a resolution that
wasn’t even before us; it was never
offered from the floor,” Corbitt said
last year. “Any plans for a revalua-
tion is going to cost taxpayers
money and the council always
takes expenditures seriously. I feel
the mayor was behind this because
he has done things like that in the
past, like making robo-calls where
he reached out to numerous citizens
to come out and urge the council to
vote for things that he considered to
be important to Orange.”

Hawkins said the council’s
refusal to approve a property
reassessment that his administra-
tion wanted last year was unfair. He
said that last year he held a series of
small gatherings in people’s home
around Orange to listen to the con-

cerns of city residents, property
owners and taxpayers and one of
the issues that came up frequently
was the failure of the council to
pass a reassessment when they had
the opportunity.

Because of that, Hawkins said,
he was forced to place the issue of
the fairness of property values in
Orange in front of the council
again.

“Today, reassessment is no
longer possible by law because
reassessments must be conducted
within a limited period of time after
the last revaluation,” Hawkins said.
“That time window has closed.
However, a full revaluation would
accomplish the same goals as a
reassessment. To pass a revalua-
tion, the city would adopt an ordi-
nance, issue notes for a period of
five years, and raise one-fifth of the
total project cost in each succeed-
ing budget year. The cost of the

project would be about $400,000.
The cost per year should be about
$13 per year per average assess-
ment, or a total of about $64.”

Corbitt said those numbers
sound nice, but he would prefer to
do his own due diligence and
research the matter further before
taking any action that might
adversely affect Orange’s taxpay-
ers.

“Even if we decide to vote to do
this reassessment and lower the
property taxes on homeowners and
others this year, that doesn’t mean
that it will last,” Corbitt said. “The
taxes could go up again next year.
Why do a reassessment or revalua-
tion that will reduce taxes when
we’re just going to have to turn
around and raise them again next
year? That’s ludicrous. If we’re
going to do it then let’s come up
with a plan to maintain low taxes
for years to come.”

Feds sue
a former
EO police
officer
Complaint states
Davis helped
misuse grant

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Federal officials have sued the
founder of a well-known local
community organization, as well as
a former East Orange police officer
who leads the charter school it cre-
ated, for funding they claim was
not used for its intended purpose.

In a 23-page indictment released
in Newark last week, federal
authorities said Frederica Bey,
founder of the Women in Support
of the Million Man March organi-
zation, received a grant for a crime-
prevention program in 2005. Those
funds, they allege, were used for
other purposes.

The $345,325 grant from the
U.S. Department of Justice, said
federal officials, was to be used by
Bey for its Boycott Crime Cam-
paign. The program was designed
to form and fund after-school activ-
ities within the Newark area. Bey,
they allege, used false documenta-
tion to confirm the funds were
appropriately used.

Women in Support of the Mil-
lion Man March also is listed as a
defendant in the complaint.

Federal authorities also alleged
that Delacy Davis, who led the East
Orange Police Athletic League at
the time, helped Bey in her actions
and also received grant funds
which were not used for the stated
purpose. Davis was selected to lead
the school Bey’s organization cre-
ated in 1995, the Adelaide L. San-
ford Charter School, in 2007. The
Newark charter school is not listed
within the federal complaint.

Federal officials are seeking
triple damages, as well as fines,
against Bey and Davis. In pub-
lished reports, attorneys for Bey
and Davis have denied the charges.
Both attorneys said the funds were
used correctly.

Authorities claimed the funds
were used for purposes such as the
program’s rent, which they said
was inflated as it would be based
within the building the organization
owned. The program, they contin-
ued, allegedly had no dedicated
space.

Davis, said federal officials,
reportedly received funding for
what they said were gifts and loans
to East Orange PAL. They alleged
he also received $4,000 for 10 days
of “workshops” with 26 people
who traveled from Bermuda. The
period, said authorities, included
field and shopping trips and a pro-
fessional basketball game.

Spanning the globe

Photo By Harry Paden
East Orange Mayor Robert Bowser speaks with a group of students from China who were touring the United
States. Bowser discussed the duties of his position, as well as governmental functions, last week during the
students’ visit to City Hall.

Orange man indicted in home-loan case
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
An Orange man was arrested

after he was indicted for using
false information to gain more than
$2 million from mortgage lenders.

State detectives arrested Patrick
Anderson, 46, Monday after an
indictment charged him with using
false information to obtain loans
for four homes in 2007 and 2008.

The indictment, which was
returned in Trenton on Friday,
charged Anderson with four counts
of theft by deception and one count
of money laundering. Attorney
General Jeffrey Chiesa said Ander-
son’s company, AAA Investments,
which he claimed was unregistered
with the state, received the same
charges.

A spokeswoman for the Attor-
ney General’s Office said Monday
afternoon that Anderson remained,
without bail, in the Essex County

Jail. She added an arraignment date
had not been scheduled.

State prosecutors claim AAA
Investments was an unregistered

company operated from his Berke-
ley Avenue home. A search of the
telephone number also showed a
Shepard Avenue address in East
Orange. 

Through it, said Chiesa, four
mortgage lenders were given false
information about an applicants’
employment, income and bank
accounts in order to secure loans
for unqualified buyers. Chiesa also
claimed AAA Investments
received payments from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development for payments to sell-
ers, and certain fees, he alleged
were not made. He added his office
believes that Anderson diverted the
HUD funds intended for sellers to
himself and AAA Investments.

A second man, Ronald

Blanchette, 41, of North
Brunswick, also was indicted on
two of the theft counts. Chiesa said
Blanchette worked for a company
that allegedly acted as the mort-
gage broker for two of the loans.

Prosecutors said Anderson and
his company used the false infor-
mation to secure $2.2 million in
loans for homes in Montclair,
Newark, Orange and McDonough,
Ga. Blanchette, said Chiesa, report-
edly provided false bank account
information on two of the loans.

The money-laundering charge,
said Chiesa, followed what his
office believes was a series of
actions Anderson and AAA Invest-
ments took involving the proceeds
from the Newark home loan to
cover a criminal activity. 

Patrick Anderson Ronald Blanchette

Neighborhood group issues concerns
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
An official with the Presidential Heights

Community Association in East Orange sent a
letter to 5th Ward City Council members Alicia
Holman and Lonnie P. Hughes which asked
about police policies and personnel moves.

Tom Puryear, the group’s second vice presi-
dent, gave his list of questions to the Record-
Transcript on Friday. He also serves as president
of the Oranges-Maplewood NAACP Unit.

The questions that were posed by the PHCA
included if former police Director Jose Cordero
has done work for the city, and been compensat-
ed, though the council did not confirm his
appointment, as well as if the council or
Mayor’s Office waived requirements for Police
Chief William Robinson to be exempt from the
civil service test for police chief.

“If the administration saw fit to exempt the
Police Chief from taking the test then that’s the
mayor’s call; we don’t have any control over
that,” Hughes said Tuesday. As for the situation
with Cordero, Hughes said he had his reserva-
tions about the arrangement with the city.

“By law he can award contracts under

$17,000 without having to come to us for per-
mission,” said Hughes, referring to Mayor
Robert Bowser. Regarding Cordero’s advisory
role, Hughes continued, “I don’t like the way it
is being done because Cordero has opened a
consulting company and he’s selling an update
for the computer system he implemented and
installed in the Police Department. Right now
he’s the only person who has these updates, so
we have to go to him to get them.

Another of Puryear’s concerns was the con-
tracted work of former public information offi-
cer Darryl Jeffries while the city has two full-
time people employed within the office to per-
form that function. Hughes, however, said he
believed it was a good decision to secure Jef-
fries’s services.

“When it comes to Darryl Jeffries, it’s my
understanding that the mayor saw fit to give him
a contract for $17,500. He’s allowed to do that,”
said Hughes. “I like Jeffries; I think he knows
his business. In my opinion, he’s done more in
the few weeks that he’s been back working for
the city than what was being done in the months
before he got here.”

Calls to the association’s leadership for fur-

ther explanation of the reasons behind Puryear’s
letter were not returned. Hughes said he could
respond to its email but believed it would be bet-
ter for the members to attend a council meeting
and asks questions of the entire council.

“Tom Puryear frequently sends us emails and
I really don’t know what he does with the infor-
mation that we give him,” Hughes said. “Those
are typical questions; I intend to answer them.”

The problem with some of the questions,
Hughes said, is that some of the answers can
only be provided by Bowser and his administra-
tion since the council has no input or the final
decision in some of the mayor’s functions. 

“I told him many times that he should come
to council meetings and voice his opinions to the
whole council, not just one council member,”
Hughes said. “I can’t do anything on my own.
I’m only one person and one vote out of 10 peo-
ple on the City Council.”

Hughes also suggested the association make
written requests through proper channels such
as the City Clerk’s Office for most of the infor-
mation it seeks.

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed to
this article.

Schumacher fund
dinner scheduled

Tthe Larry C. Schumacher Jr.
Student Athlete Scholarship Fund,
is scheduled for Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. in
the Bella Italia Ristorante in
Orange. Contact Justina Schu-
macher at 973-432-7167 for tickets.


