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Jaguars’ banquet
is set for Friday

The East Orange Supporters
group will honor city players of
different generations Friday
when it presents the eighth
annual East Orange Campus
High Jaguar football banquet.

East Orange High School’s
first black quarterback, Joseph
G. Greene Jr., will be honored
during the dinner, which is
scheduled for 6 p.m. in the
Bella Italia Ristorante in
Orange. Greene played in the
1946 and 1947 seasons.

Also being honored will be
guest speaker Al-Majid
Hutchins, who played for Cam-
pus High and recently graduat-
ed from Stony Brook Universi-
ty, where he played cornerback.

Voices to present
performance series

Voices in Harmony, the
well-known chorus at Orange
High School, will present a spe-
cial performance to help mem-
bers attend a competition in
Boston.

The Behind the Curtain
series will have “A Night of
Stevie Wonder” on Friday at
5:30 p.m. inside the Orange
Preparatory Academy. During
the series, members will per-
form music from composers
and performers in a nightclub
setting, “behind the curtain.”

Contact the school office at
973-677-4050 for additional
information.

Schumacher fund
dinner scheduled

The late East Orange educa-
tor, coach and athlete Larry
Schumacher will be honored
during a dinner to raise funds
for a scholarship in his name.

The dinner, to benefit the
Larry C. Schumacher Jr. Stu-
dent Athlete Scholarship Fund,
is scheduled for Feb. 23 at 6
p.m. in the Bella Italia Ris-
torante in Orange.

Contact Justina Schumacher
at 973-432-7167 for tickets or
additional information.

Bowser School observes Black History Month
Students and staff from the

Edward Bowser School recently cele-
brate the accomplishments of several
historical black figures as the East
Orange school began its observance
of Black History Month.

The students and staff honored the
memory of historical black people
such as the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr., as well as current history makers
such as President Obama. They
remembered the greatness of Jackie
Robinson breaking down color barri-
ers in sports, and the courage of Ruby
Bridges. The students and staff hon-
ored these and many other people
who broke the color lines and forever
altered America’s history.

Bowser’s staff and students took
black history from the pages of books
and brought them to life through stage
performances. The students were
encouraged to remember these sto-
ries, live out new ones, then pass them
along to future generations. The stu-
dents were also encouraged to fulfill
their dreams and let the history of a
great people empower them to be the
great history makers of tomorrow.

Photo Courtesy Edward Bowser School
Davion Glover, as President Obama, takes the oath of office from Nicholas Rodriguez, who portrays Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts, during a program to begin the observance of Black History Month at the Edward Bowser
School in East Orange.

E. Orange
official is
arrested

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

A longtime construction official in
East Orange’s property maintenance
department is facing bribery charges
after he was arrested by federal authori-
ties.

Kim Davis, 45, of New York City,
was arrested in East Orange on Tuesday
and charged with three counts related to
an alleged $5,000 payment he received
in September 2007. He was charged with
extortion, conspiracy and bribery.

Davis was scheduled to appear Tues-
day afternoon before U.S. Magistrate
Judge Cathy L. Waldor in Newark feder-
al court.

Federal authorities said Davis is a
certified technical assistant to construc-
tion officials in the city’s Building Divi-
sion. That division is responsible for the
enforcement of the N.J. Uniform Con-
struction Code and approval of applica-
tions for construction, alterations and
renovations of buildings in the city.

Prosecutors claim Davis and an
inspector in the department’s Code and
Enforcement Division teamed in 2007 to
accept cash payments from East Orange
property owners and developers. 

They were given promises of official
action in city government matters related
to the construction and development of
the properties. Specifically, said prose-
cutors, the charges came as a result of
Davis allegedly accepting a $5,000 bribe
from an East Orange property owner in
September 2007.

Salley, Robinson gain permanent status
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The East Orange City Council voted to remove the word

“acting” from the titles of Fire Chief Charles Salley and
Police Chief William Robinson during Monday night’s meet-
ing.

The vote to approve Salley as the permanent fire chief
was unanimous. The vote to approve Robinson, however,
was 9-1 with 5th Ward Councilwoman Alicia Holman being
the lone dissenter.

Council Chairwoman Quilla Talmadge said Robinson was
deserving of receiving full status.

“Chief Robinson has done a terrific job since he took
over. He earned the job based on that,” said Talmadge.

Holman said she voted against Robinson’s permanent
appointment because there was a lack of eligible candidates
from which the administration and the council could choose.
It was a concern Talmadge understood. She said the council
and the administration of Mayor Robert Bowser need to
work together to make sure the city has “more of our men in
place” who are eligible to step into leadership positions as
they become available.

“You have to have people in place in case somebody
leaves,” Talmadge said. “Right now we don’t have any
deputy chiefs at all in the Police Department. If Chief Robin-
son decided he wanted to leave, we wouldn’t have anybody
at all ready to take over. We have to be prepared just in case.”

As for Salley, Talmadge said the department has needed a
permanent chief. His work also factored into the decision.

“Chief Salley has been there a lot of years and he earned
it,” Talmadge said. “We didn’t have a fire chief over there for

a long time for a lot of reasons and he’s done well and is doing
a good job. I expect him to continue doing a good job.”

Bowser attended the meeting as he waited the council’s

vote. He said he is glad both men were given permanent sta-
tus. Along with leading their personnel, both men will han-
dle administrative duties as the city continues without police
and fire directors.

“Both the police chief and fire chief have been ‘acting’ for
almost a year. It’s fitting that here are two gentlemen who
worked up through the ranks, who are deserving of the posi-
tion and have been in the position, showing they can do the
job that we expect them to do,” Bowser said.

Holman expressed her concern with the availability of
candidates for the police chief’s position.

“I don’t feel as though there was an open and fair process
when it came to appointing the police chief because the test
that is normally used to determine who is eligible to serve as
chief was waived,” Holman said. “We only had one deputy
chief eligible to take the exam but the city had the power to
open it to whomever they want. Since we only had one
deputy chief and three captains eligible to take the test, my
recommendation was to open up the process as much as pos-
sible so that we could have had the widest pool of potential
candidates possible to choose from. That didn’t happen.”

When it came to Salley, Holman said she was happy to
cast her ‘yes’ vote for him. She said she believed he did a
“stellar” job as the acting fire chief and was confident Salley
can keep the Fire Department functioning at a high level.

“He’s gone out after grants and is seeking grants to save
the city money; we’ve just got a new fire truck thanks to his
persistence. The city doesn’t pay anything for it the first year;
we’re leasing it and at the end of five years it will belong to
us instead of us having to shell out the $300,000 or $400,000
that it costs for a truck.”

Photo By Chris Sykes
The positions of Fire Chief Charles Salley,
left, and Police Chief William Robinson
were given full status by the East Orange
City Council on Monday night.

Could he win?

Photo: Orange School District
Tajae Grant reacts after he won Oakwood
Avenue School’s spelling bee in December.
Grant will be among the students from the
Orange School District who will attempt to
become the city’s best student speller Satur-
day during a districtwide competition at 1 p.m.
inside the auditorium of the Orange Prepara-
tory Academy.

Warren to announce
Orange mayoral bid

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

A prospective opponent to
Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. plans to kick off his campaign
tonight during an event inside a city
restaurant.

Attorney Dwayne Warren said
he plans to be one of at least four
candidates for the mayor’s position
in the May 8 election.

“I am launching my campaign
for mayor to give the people of
Orange a candidate who is fully
committed to representing the best
interests of the citizens and to
restoring confidence in govern-
ment’s ability to deliver responsible
leadership that will give this great
city the best opportunity for
growth, prosperity and safety,” said
Warren, who serves as the legisla-
tive research officer for the Orange
City Council.

Joining Warren on his ticket are
At Large Councilman Elroy A.
Corbitt, an finance professional;
April Gaunt-Butler, an early child-
hood educator; and Dwight
Holmes, another educator.

Warren, 45, was a municipal
court judge during the administra-
tion of former Mayor Mims Hack-
ett. He said he brings 20 years of
experience in representing govern-
mental entities and more than 10
years of involvement in civic and
judicial affairs in Orange.

That’s why, Warren said, he
believes he is the right man to
oppose Hawkins. He said that the
current mayor is “consumed by

misdirected personal ambitions
under the guise of so-called respon-
sible leadership.” Warren said that
at times during Hawkins’ 3 1/2
years in office, he has named him-
self acting police chief, fire direc-
tor, emergency management coor-
dinator and chief of the auxiliary
police. Hawkins was forced from
the fire director’s position with its
accompanying salary.

Regarding quality-of-life issues,
Warren said Orange’s residents
deserve a city where they can feel
safe. He said despite Hawkins’ law-
enforcement background as a for-
mer West Orange police officer, he
has failed to improve public safety
in the city.

“Under Mayor Hawkins’ leader-
ship, Orange has become the 10th
most dangerous city in the state of
New Jersey, according to the FBI
and the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office statistics,” Warren said.
“Crime in our city has taken a dra-
matic turn for the worst, with eight
homicides in 2011.”

Concerning fiscal issues, War-
ren said the Hawkins administra-
tion has mismanaged Orange’s
finance. That, he continued, has led
to four unnecessarily extended and
complicated budget processes and
the city’s taxpayers have had to pay
the price for it. Warren said he will
make preparing the budget in a
timely manner and balancing it
without overburdening taxpayers
his first priority.

Managing Editor John Zucal
contributed to this article.

East Orange’s fire, police chiefs had functioned in ‘acting’ status for nearly a year


