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         HOW WOULD YOU LIKE  
                    FREE 
                HAIR SERVICES?         
            Performed by licensed cosmetologists who specialize in ethnic hair services 

 
 RELAXERS ~ SEMI PERMANENT COLOR ~ HIGHLIGHTS 
 SHAMPOOS ~TREATMENTS ~ CONDITIONERS ~ STYLING  
 
As a leader in the cosmetics industry, we are continually developing  
new products for professional salons and their clients.    
 
New Consultations are available every Monday and Wednesday  
From 8:30 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm. 
No appointment necessary 
           
Bring this ad with you to your first scheduled appointment to 
Receive a Gift Bag of products.  At your third scheduled appointment, 
Receive a pass to shop in our Company Store.   
 
For more information and driving directions call 732-499-2635 
 
Children under the age of 12 are not permitted in the facility for consultations or appointments.   
You must be 18 to participate.  

      PRODUCT EVALUATION CENTER 
   

         159 Terminal Avenue  
                       Clark, NJ  07066 

        

 BROADWAY MOVING

 Fully Licensed & Insured
 Free Estimates NJ  PM00310

 NO JOB TOO SMALL
 Please let us help you

 We can change your bedroom around
 Move that sofa to another room
 Move that china cabinet
 Take out that old TV, dresser or chest

 JUST GIVE US A CALL
 973-678-8114

 Want to receive the latest happenings in East 
 Orange & Orange from a reliable, credible news 
 source? The  RECORD-TRANSCRIPT  has a page 
 on Facebook and Twitter and we  provide our 
 followers with the latest in local information.  We 
 also want our readers to be actively involved. Send 
 us any news tips to tweet at:

 Admin@thelocalsource.com

 Like Us and Follow Us...

 facebook.com/EORecord
 twitter.com/EORecord

New poetry
program at
Orange H.S.

Elijah Brown, who has been a
fixture at the East Orange Public
Library for years, has begun a pro-
gram for student poets at Orange
High School.

Brown, a paraprofessional at the
school and a published poet, has
started the Read Write Poetry Club
open-mic series. Members hosted
guest poet J-Skillz when they met
Jan. 18 for a session of presentations.

Brown, who has provided poet-
ry classes at the East Orange
library, said the poetry readings
were “cathartic and entertaining,”
called the session “informative and
educational.”

“Our students definitely need to
be exposed to positivity, and spo-
ken word is a form of communica-
tion through the arts,” said Brown. 

The next open-mic session is
scheduled for Feb. 22 at Orange
High School. Brown has encour-
aged staff and students to attend.

Applications to new charter school due Monday
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Applications have become available for the

newest charter school to serve students in
Orange and East Orange. The Arete Academy
Charter School, one of five started through the
Black Ministers Council,  is registering students
for its inaugural school year in September.

“‘Arete’ is a Greek word which means ‘the
goodness or excellence of a thing,’ and the Arete
Academy Charter School is committed to pro-
viding an excellent education for all children,”
said the Rev. Reginald Jackson, the school’s
lead founder and executive director of the Black
Ministers Council. 

Referring to education in Orange and East
Orange, Jackson continued: “Student proficien-
cy in literacy, math and science continue to be
low among students in both of these cities. The

Arete Academy will provide students in both
these cities a new public education option and
demonstrate that students in poor school dis-
tricts can learn.”

Jackson said the school will be in the former
Our Lady of the Valley School on Valley Street
in Orange. School officials plan on a maximum
of 60 kindergartners and 60 first-grade students,
and will add one grade each year until it
becomes a K-4 school during the 2015-16
school year.

Jackson said applications will be available
for prospective students in Orange and East
Orange, with a deadline of Monday. Under state
law, if more than the maximum number of appli-
cations are filed, a lottery is to be conducted for
the available seats.

Jackson said that there are no requirements
for students to apply to the Arete Academy

Charter School other than that they live in
Orange or East Orange. He said all parents of
kindergarten and first-grade students are encour-
aged to apply.

Jackson, a member of the Orange Board of
Education until September 2011, said classes
will be conducted in single-sex classrooms.

Jackson then cited an American psycholo-
gist, Leonard Sax, who believed there were sig-
nificant differences in how girls and boys learn,
with the differences being greater when children
are younger. Jackson said this is the reason the
school’s founders chose to start at kindergarten
and first grade.”

Parents may contact the school at 973-678-
1290 for an application or additional informa-
tion.

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed to
this article.

High notes

Photo Courtesy Jim Gerrish
Earlier this month, members of the East Orange Unified Marching Band from the Cicely Tyson Community
School had a special Friday the 13th when the band received 12 new instruments from the East Orange
School District. The band includes students from throughout the school district, and performs at parades, foot-
ball games and other events.

Information
wanted in
E. Orange
rape case

A $2,500 reward has been post-
ed by the Crimestoppers program
of the Essex County Sheriff’s
Office for information that leads to
the arrest of any of the five sus-
pects wanted for the sexual assault
on a teenage female in East Orange

Sheriff Armando Fontoura said
Tuesday the victim was
approached by five male suspects
at approximately 10 p.m. on Dec.
16, 2011, in the vicinity of Prospect
Street and Ely Place in East
Orange. 

According to Fontoura, two of
the suspects reportedly dragged the
victim behind a house in the area
and sexually assaulted her.

Fontoura asked residents with
information should contact the
Essex County Prosecutor’s tips hot
line at 877-847-7432 or the East
Orange Police Department at 973-
266-5041.

Orange
focuses
sights on
Central
Plans highlight
Peppermint site

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Orange municipal officials say
they are making plans to transform
one of the city’s major avenues into
an economic force.

While the city’s primary busi-
ness area is Main Street, Central
Avenue has begun to see business
development on previously long-
vacant sites. City officials said last
week they want the transformation
to continue, and discussed one proj-
ect they believe could begin in
2012.

The redevelopment of Central
Avenue began several years ago
when Essex County widened the
roadway in East Orange, Orange
and West Orange to four lanes.
After that, said Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., city officials moved to
take advantage of the county’s
work.

“We have concentrated on the
gateways to the city, one of them
being Central Avenue,” said
Hawkins. “We made significant
enhancements, such as improving
streetscapes, redoing sidewalks,
installing new lighting, not just for

aesthetics, but to enhance crime-
fighting.”

Anchoring the Central Avenue
plans is the recently opened Grand
Central apartment building at South
Center Street. The four-story build-
ing is visible to drivers entering
Orange from East Orange. Grand
Central, which opened in Septem-
ber 2011, contains 70 affordable
apartments. 

Hawkins and another city offi-
cial said the building’s residents are

beneficial to the area now, and
would continue to be in the future.

“This project is home to a large
number of high-quality workforce
housing, and it’s one of our anchors
toward revitalizing the area,” said
Hawkins. 

As for the current status, Plan-
ning and Development Director
Valerie Jackson said residents
already contribute, utilizing the
neighborhood businesses. Jackson
said the city, with the aid of private

capital, has invested at least $60
million into the avenue.

One key area city officials said
they want resolved is the former
Peppermint Lounge, which has
stood empty for more than a
decade. According to Jackson, a
developer is in negotiations to pur-
chase the property, currently owned
by the Love of Jesus Church in
Orange. She said a plan to construct
a four-story, mixed-use building,
with four retail stores on the ground
floor, has already received approval
from the planning board.

“We’ve found residents want
more entertainment-related busi-
nesses, such as a dining establish-
ment, in that area,” said Jackson.
“We entered into a redevelopment
agreement to demolish the structure
and replace it with a 12,000-square-
foot building with 26 to 30 market-
rate apartments.”

Hawkins said another reason he
hopes businesses will consider
locating in Orange is the improve-
ment in housing. Besides the men-
tioned projects, 140 units of senior
and mixed-income townhouses are

about to open on the site of the for-
mer Walter G. Alexander apartment
complex, an area that was known
for having a high rate of crime. It is
located along Freeway Drive East,
a walk of less than 10 minutes from
Central Avenue.

“As this project is completed,
the local economy becomes
stronger and it becomes safer,” said
Hawkins. “It becomes easier to
recruit commercial infrastructure to
the area. Then, it can be more sus-
tainable because there is a better
infrastructure.”

Photo By John Zucal
The Peppermint Lounge on Central Avenue in
Orange has been vacant for more than a decade.

Rendering Courtesy Bleeker Associates/City of Orange
This rendering shows a proposed mixed-use retail building that would replace the
demolished Peppermint Lounge.


