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Orange library starts
month of readings

Orange Public Library will
host daily programs as part of
the 23rd national African Amer-
ican Read-In program.

In a statement, library offi-
cials said plan to have works by
black authors and poets read
aloud, by persons of any race or
age, at least one hour for each
day the library is open.

Readings are scheduled to
begin Wednesday at 4 p.m. Spe-
cial programs have been
planned on Saturdays as well as
during the winter school recess.

The library is located at
Main Street and South Essex
Avenue. Contact the library at
973-673-0153 for information.

Coat giveaway
in East Orange

Area residents in need of a
winter coat can receive help
Tuesday through a distribution
in East Orange.

St. Paul AME Church, 15
Sanford St., East Orange, will
host a coat distribution program
at 1 p.m. Approximately 400
children’s coats and 200 more
for adults will be available
through the efforts of East
Orange Councilwoman Sharon
Fields and the charitable organ-
ization Kars4Kids.

Contact the East Orange
City Council office at 973-266-
5120 for more information.

Arrests
made in
bodega
killings

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

An East Orange man was one
of three suspects who were arrest-
ed in connection with the rob-
beries and shooting deaths of two
Newark bodega owners.

Acting Essex County Prosecu-
tor Carolyn Murray and Newark
Police Director Samuel DeMaio
announced Monday that Azil
Ellington, 19, has been charged
with carjacking a Honda Civic on
Dec. 23, 2011 along Orange Street
in Newark. They said the vehicle
was used as the getaway vehicle in
a related case that involved a 16-
year-old shooting suspect in both
cases and an alleged accomplice,
18-year-old Isiah Adams, both of
Newark.

Murray said Adams and the
juvenile were arrested over the
weekend for the robbery and fatal
shooting of Miguel Torres, 37,
also of Newark. They also
revealed that Ellington had been
apprehended prior to the other
suspects.

Torres, who was the owner of
the JNC Mini Mart along 14th
Avenue, was shot Jan. 17 at
approximately 6:15 p.m. in his
store, said Murray. He was taken
to University Hospital, where he
died about a half-hour later.

In addition to being charged
with the murder of Torres, the
same juvenile was also charged
with the killing of Wilfredo Cam-
pos, 36, of Newark who was fatal-
ly shot on Dec. 28, 2011 along
Orange Street in Newark.”

Murray said Ellington was
driving the Honda CRV the 16-
year-old used to make his getaway
after he allegedly shot Campos in
the back of the head when the vic-
tim tried to resist his armed rob-
bery. Campos died from his
injuries on Jan. 3, Murray said.

“Today’s arrests are the result
of the determination of the inves-
tigators from the Newark Police
Department, along with its law
enforcement partners, to ensure
that those responsible for these
murders were brought to justice,”
DeMaio said Monday. “The reck-
less behavior and disregard of
human life demonstrated by these
criminals will not be tolerated in
the city of Newark.”

Murray said the investigation
was aided by cooperation from the
public after photographs of the
suspects were released.

Poetry in motion

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Students from the Rosa Parks Central Community School in Orange perform on the stage of the Orange
Preparatory Academy during the school’s winter dance recital in late December.

City, clergy celebrate King’s legacy
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Members of the the East Orange Clergy

Association and city officials last week joined
in a service to celebrate the life of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

The city’s secular and religious leaders
engaged in a community service Jan. 16
inside the Calvary Baptist Church which hon-
ored the legacy of the slain civil rights leader.
More than 100 residents and community
members gathered, including those from the
congregations that form the association.

“We never want to climb so high on the
ladder that we forget from whence we came.
So we gather to remember what Dr. King was
about,” said the Rev. Dana Owens of Messiah
Baptist Church. “Martin Luther King Jr.
believed that we were all related and inter-
related. He believed in equality for
humankind, not just the rich or the poor. We
don’t have to fight and compete among our-
selves for members and souls to save because
we’re all here for the same reason to serve
God and our fellow man.”

Because of those beliefs, Owens said, the
churches, congregations and pastors that
make up the association can gather on King’s
birthday to rededicate themselves to the
dreamer and his dream.

“We must fight for those that don’t have
equality because we’ve come a long way but
there are still those who are being neglected,”
said Owens. “The struggle has moved beyond
just black and white so we have to recommit
ourselves to the work and dream of Dr. King.
We cannot be satisfied until all have a seat at
the table.”

Those in attendance heard the service’s
preacher, Elder Azinor Blue, assistant pastor
at Faith Temple No. 1 OFW Baptist Church,
preach about the reasons why King’s struggle
for people of all races was part of a continu-
um that is thousands of years old. 

Blue commented that Owens’ remarks
about  making sure that any and everyone who
can get a ‘seat at the table’ does get one, coin-
cided perfectly with a sermon in the Bible.

“I believe each generation makes its own
milestone for that generation. Even though
there was a civil rights movement in the
1960s, we still have our own different strug-
gles and challenges to face today,” Blue said.
“In the 21st century, we see we obviously
don’t have as many issues as they had, but we
see our issues for our generation that we need
to overcome. The elder generation can say
they made it but the struggle still goes on.”

Minister Isis Harris, pastor of Christ Res-
urrection Missionary Baptist Church and who

serves as the association’s president also
spoke. “As soon as we individually answer
our particular call or mission or purpose, then
maybe we can get to a place where we feel like
we have overcome. In the meantime, we all are
soldiers, whether we call ourselves Christian
soldiers or anything else; whatever your par-
ticular mission or battlefield is,” Harris said.
“President Obama showed us that when people
come together and pick up their own individ-
ual crosses, then amazing things can change
and people’s mindsets can change. I think we
all have the obligation to be optimistic.”

The service was presented through the cler-
gy group and the city’s Department of Recre-
ation and Cultural Affairs.

Photo By Chris Sykes
East Orange City Council members, from left, Quilla Talmadge, Ted
Green and Lonnie Hughes wait for the joint city and East Orange Clergy
Association’s Martin Luther King Jr. service to begin.

Progress in our towns
This special insert takes a look
back at 2011 to review the brick-
and-mortar progress in our towns
during a difficult economy.

See Inside

Orange councilman faces revived claims
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Allegations have resurfaced

against an Orange city council-
man which, if proved, could lead
to his removal from the body.

During a council meeting Jan.
17, a speaker during the public
portion claimed West Ward Coun-
cilman Hassan Abdul-Rasheed
had been convicted of felonies in
1975 and 1995. The alleged con-
victions reportedly occurred under
a birth name.

The speaker, Stephanie Blaine,
used as reference a 2006 letter
sent by an attorney for former
West Ward Councilwoman Maria
Vandermeer, whom Abdul-
Rasheed narrowly defeated in the
municipal election. In the letter to
City Clerk Dwight Mitchell, the
attorney sought to speak with him
regarding claims Abdul-Rasheed
had been convicted of felonies.

The letter followed a judge’s
rejection, on probable-cause
grounds, of Vandermeer’s request
to have Abdul-Rasheed removed. 

Blaine said Monday she got the
letter through a request she made
under the state’s Open Public
Records Act. She provided the
Record-Transcript with a copy.
Blaine also is a potential candidate

for one of three at-large positions
available in the May 8 election.

“As I was going out with my
petitions, people were asking me if
it was true, if the councilman had a
record,” said Blaine. “When you
hear a crazy rumor the first time,
you shake it off. When you hear it
more and more, you wonder if
there’s anything to it.”

Prior to a City Hall interview
on an unrelated subject last week,
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said
his office had forwarded the letter
and other documents to the Essex
County Prosecutor’s and state
Attorney General’s offices.

“It would be their function to
determine if his convictions pre-
vent him from holding public
office,” said Hawkins. “This new
information is disconcerting. I
commend the resident for doing
the research and not making base-
less claims.”

Blaine said she provided
Hawkins with a copy of the letter
as well as election statements,
signed by Abdul-Rasheed, in
which he affirmed had never been
convicted of a “crime or offense
involving moral turpitude.”

Hawkins’ father, Eldridge Sr.,
represented Abdul-Rasheed during
Vandermeer’s 2006 court hearings.

Because of the earlier rulings, said
Abdul-Rasheed, he believed the
issue was resolved.

“I don’t have to defend myself
against any allegations,” said
Abdul-Rasheed. “It was adjudicat-
ed; they needed probable cause;
they couldn’t go searching for
information against me.

Abdul-Rasheed said Tuesday
night he believed the actions of

Blaine and Hawkins were part of a
“conspiracy” to remove him from
his position.

“I believe it has to be a conspir-
acy with the mayor, Marvin Brak-
er, Maria Vandermeer, Stephanie
Blaine and Stephanie Gidgbi to get
me out,” said Abdul-Rasheed.
Braker is the city attorney; Gidgbi
is Hawkins’ chief of staff. Braker,
Vandermeer and Gidgbi could not

be contacted for responses due to
deadline constraints.

Though he has two years
remaining in his second term,
Abdul-Rasheed is among the can-
didates for an at-large position. He
said he was seeking a seat because
“I want to represent the whole
city.” He added his candidacy also
has exposed what he said was an
attempt by Hawkins “to try to con-
fuse the city.”

Blaine, Vandermeer and Gidgbi
have received petitions and are
attempting to gain positions on the
ballot. Gidgbi receiving petitions,
said Abdul-Rasheed, was trou-
bling.

“Why is your chief of staff,
who’s making $67,000, running
for a $15,000 position,” Abdul-
Rasheed asked. “You would think
she’s running with the consent of
the mayor.”

Abdul-Rasheed also warned
candidates he would seek to have
the 2006 ruling upheld if he is
challenged based on the allega-
tions in the letter.

“If you want to take me to
court, then let’s go to court, then
I’ll charge you for violating my
rights,” said Abdul-Rasheed. “I
think this shows the mayor
believes I’m a threat.”

Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., right, has for-
warded a 2006 letter, which alleges that City Coun-
cilman Hassan Abdul-Rasheed, left, had been con-
victed of felonies prior to becoming a council mem-
ber, to the Essex County Prosecutor’s and state
Attorney General’s offices.


