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A “riff” is a musical term that
describes a repeated melodic
phrase that serves as accompani-
ment for a soloist. A “rift” is a
break in friendly relations. Thus, it
speaks volumes when the Orange
Transcript, in a Jan. 5, 2012 story,
mentioned “negative rumors” and
“allegations” about me that includ-
ed “a supposed riff about not being
nominated for a municipal judge
position when it was vacant in
2011.” This disregard for accuracy
in reporting suggests that the Tran-
script doesn’t place a high priority
on its own business: words.

Printed words should be accu-
rate. When they aren’t, we all suffer
from misinformation and conflict-
ing versions of reality. The Jan. 5
story was chock full of inaccuracies
about me, and begs the question,
just what is the Transcript’s agen-
da? For starters, the article suggest-
ed that “Marable was the first to
proclaim his desire to run for
mayor as far back as the end of
2010.” The reality is that I
announced that I was running for
mayor on April 25, 2011, and was
interviewed by reporter Chris
Sykes the following day. 

The article also stated that,
“Marable could not be reached for
comment by press time.” The reali-
ty is that no one from the Tran-
script ever attempted to contact me.
I have Chris Sykes’ phone number
on speed dial, such that when he
calls me his full name will pop up.
It is unfortunate that he would
leave readers with the impression
that I could not be reached. If you
read the entire story, he allegedly
attempted to reach three different

people but had no success. What
does that tell you?

Perhaps the most egregious
inaccuracies are attributed to Coun-
cilman Elroy Corbitt, who alleged-
ly contributed to the piece by warn-
ing me, and potential supporters,
that “negative rumors” swirling
around me are “a cause for con-
cern.” I called Councilman Corbitt
on Jan. 5, to inquire as to the accu-
racy of these statements. He
emphatically denied the statements
and similarly denied having a con-
versation with Chris Sykes that
touched on this issue. Corbitt also
noted the glaring lack of quotation
marks in the piece.

From my perspective, the only
accurate aspect of the Jan. 5 piece
is the notion that there are many
false and manipulative rumors
swirling around my candidacy for
the position of mayor. Clearly,
many of them are being embel-
lished and fueled by a presumably
objective newspaper. Perhaps this
is a good time to address them.

First, I’ve heard that I am run-
ning for mayor to somehow help
Hawkins. I call this the “Twilight
Zone” rumor. It is a matter of pub-
lic record that I supported Hawkins
for mayor in 2008. Since then, I,
like all Orange residents have been

subjected to the Chinese water tor-
ture that has been his mayoralty. 

Having too many titles, taking
too many salaries, unnecessarily
laying off workers, demoralizing
employee morale, working while
claiming to be disabled, a lack of
fiscal transparency ... I could go on
and on. At some point, my behind-
the-scenes efforts to change his
behaviors led me to the inescapable
conclusion that Hawkins’ manage-
rial style is simply his personality.
It is who he is. At that point, he lost
my support.

Second, I’ve heard that I cut a
deal to run for mayor in exchange
for financial support in 2010. I call
this the “I Wouldn’t Do Well In
Jail” rumor. I am a lawyer with a
license to protect. Taking money in
exchange for anything of this sort is
criminal fraud. 

In early 2010, Hawkins came to
my home, unsolicited, and praised
me for being an independent
thinker and professional member of
the City Council. He claimed that
he wanted to support me financial-
ly in my re-election bid because my
presence was needed on the coun-
cil. I agreed with all of that. 

Thus, with that as the backdrop,
and in exchange for nothing, I took
his campaign contribution. I pub-
licly reported every nickel to Tren-
ton and fully complied with the
law. I used the money for two mail-
ings, which is also documented,
and never thought much more
about it until The Orange Tran-
script ran several stories about me
receiving the donation. Exactly
what is the concern? 

Finally, and as the Jan. 5 article

insinuates, I’ve heard that I am run-
ning for mayor because Hawkins
passed me over as a judge. I call
this the “Just the Opposite” rumor.
In August of 2010, with the antici-
pation of retiring by the end of the
year, I reached out to one of
Hawkins’ advisors and expressed
interest in a judicial appointment if
an opening developed. I submitted
a resume and cover letter, but noth-
ing happened.

In January of 2011, Judge Eric
Pennington resigned and interested
applicants were urged on the city’s
website to schedule an interview
and submit a plan for the municipal
court. I did not respond. I then
received a call from the mayor’s
office asking me to come in for an
interview. I responded with a letter
indicating my lack of interest in
Judge Pennington’s position and
throwing my support behind then-
Judge Theodore Stephens II. That
letter is available for all to see.
Nonetheless, I was strongly urged
to come in for an interview and I
acquiesced. Soon after, I was
advised that I did not get the posi-
tion. 

I will admit that the whole
process was a little confusing, but it
certainly did not leave me bitter or
disgruntled. Interestingly, Judge
Stephens resigned soon after, thus
leaving an opening on the bench
before my announcement to run for
mayor. If I wanted to pursue that
position, I could have. I didn’t, pri-
marily because I was privately just
starting to consider a run for mayor
and I did not want to be perceived
as someone who was running for
mayor simply because I was passed

over for a judgeship. Ironically,
that’s the way the story has been
spun anyway. In reality, it is “just
the opposite.”    

Frankly, I am somewhat encour-
aged by the glut of rumors about
me that Orange residents are being
bombarded with. I also have a very
good idea who is starting them and
why. 

At the end of the day, those peo-
ple realize that I am a qualified,
competent and formidable candi-
date for mayor and accordingly, I
am a threat. Rumors, “blind items,”
fabricated stories, “set-ups” and the
like, have been and will remain an
unfortunate part of politics.  

None of the false rumors about
me serve as an impediment to my
running for or holding the office of
mayor. I value my reputation, fam-
ily name and city too much to suc-

cumb to these alleged lapses of
judgment and character flaws. Peo-
ple who already know me already
know that. People who don’t know
me should not buy into these sala-
cious stories that are unfortunately,
being inaccurately perpetuated by
the Orange Transcript.

Edward Marable is an Orange
City Council member and candi-
date for mayor.

Editor’s note: The conversa-
tion between Councilman Elroy
Corbitt and our reporter
referred to by Councilman
Marable in his letter was audio-
recorded. In it, Corbitt addresses
the issue of rumors, as the story
states. Our reporter tried to
reach the subjects of the article
as stated, but was unsuccessful
by his deadline.
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    It was 1955. A group of black people gathered in a local church in Montgomery, Alabama. Many were  angry because Rosa Parks had been arrested for refusing to give her bus seat to a white man. They w anted to do 
 something about the discrimination they had faced in Montgomery. A young minister was chosen as thei r leader. His name was Martin Luther King, Jr.
     Martin was the son of a minister. So, many people assumed he would become a minister, too.
    Young Martin was an excellent student. He studied hard, but he enjoyed it because he loved to lea rn. In 1948, Martin graduated from Morehouse College. He was only 19. Three years later, he received  a bachelor of 
 divinity degree from Crozer Theological Seminary. Boston University awarded him a doctorate degree i n 1955.
    Martin was 25 when he was chosen to become pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgome ry. He quickly impressed church members with his speaking and organizing abilities. His stirring ser mons drew 
 people from all over the city. Many of the people assembled knew this was the man to lead them.
    The bus boycott that Martin led ended segregated seating on Montgomery public buses. But he did n ot stop there. Martin headed a long struggle for equal justice in America. He helped win many rights  that all 
 Americans now enjoy. Just 30 years ago, in many American cities, black people could not vote. They c ould not drink from the same water fountain or use the same rest room as white people. Black childre n could not go 
 to the same schools that white children attended. Martin helped to end these injustices.
    It wasn’t easy. Thousands of people went to jail. Many were beaten and killed. But Martin didn’t  believe in violence. He used peaceful methods of protest, such as sit-ins, marches, and boycotts.
    In 1963, he led the historic March on Washington, where he gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speec h. A year later he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. And, in 1986, a national holiday was declared  to honor this 
 great American. The people assembled in 1955 couldn’t have known how great Martin would become.
    Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee on April 4, 1968 by James Earl  Ray. He was only 39 years old, but he did as much as anyone could to secure equality and justice fo r all Americans.

 KING, MARTIN LUTHER, JR.
 1929 - 1968       Birthplace - Atlanta, GA

IN MEMORIAM

Obituaries are special notices submitted by Funeral Directors or
families to be published on these pages and online. To place a paid
obituary fax 908-686-4169 or send an email to obits@thelocal-
source.com. Obituaries must be received by noon Monday. Family
and friends’ submissions must include sender’s name, address, phone
and the name of  the funeral home. Call 908-686-7850 for assistance.

Marable responds to mayoral campaign article in Transcript
Point
of
View
By Edward Marable

ALLEN — Regina Cobbs, formerly of East Orange; Jan. 7.
BOWEN — Derrick L., of Orange; Jan. 7.
BROWN — Antoine M., of East Orange; Jan. 10.
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