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Reward offered
in E. Orange rape

A $2,500 reward has been
posted by the Crimestoppers
program of the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office for information
that leads to the arrest of any of
the five suspects wanted for a
sexual assault of a teenage
female in East Orange

Sheriff Armando Fontoura
said Tuesday the victim was
approached by five male sus-
pects at approximately 10 p.m.
on Dec. 16, 2011, in the vicini-
ty of Prospect Street and Ely
Place in East Orange. Two of
the suspects, said Fontoura,
reportedly dragged the victim
behind a house in the area and
sexually assaulted her.

Fontoura asked residents
with information should contact
the Essex County Prosecutor’s
tips hot line at 877-847-7432 or
the East Orange Police Depart-
ment at 973-266-5041.

Orange’s schools
finish winter season

Public schools in Orange
will complete their winter arts
season with two dance shows in
the auditorium of the Orange
Preparatory Academy, Central
and Lincoln avenues.

• Heywood/Park Avenue
dance show, Jan. 19, 7 p.m.

• Orange Prep dance show,
Jan. 26, 7 p.m.

It’s Yu-Gi-Oh today
at E. Orange library

Teens can test their decks
and strategies in the Yu-Gi-Oh
Club at the East Orange Public
Library. Students in grades
eight to 12 will meet today at 4
p.m. in the East Orange Room
of the main branch.

Library officials recom-
mended players use a 40-card
deck for advanced play with the
latest forbidden and limited
lists.

Send us your news
News can be sent to the

Record-Transcript by email to
eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

Seuss is
coming
to Tyson

A famous Broadway play will
make its way to the stage of the
Cicely Tyson Community School in
East Orange this weekend.

“Seussical,” based on the Dr.
Seuss book series, will be presented
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. in the
large auditorium of the school, 35
Winans St.

Tickets are available at 973-
414-8606, ext. 319, or at the door.

Guilty
plea in
marshal’s
assault

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

An East Orange man will spend
additional time in prison after he
admitted to several changes related
to a incident during a sentencing
hearing last year.

Wydove Brown, 41, pleaded
guilty Friday to assaulting and
injuring a deputy marshal in June
2010 as Brown attempted to pre-
vent personnel from the U.S. Mar-
shals Service from moving him
after he was taken from a court-
room hearing.

Brown entered his plea before
District Court Judge Susan D.
Wigenton in Newark. It was part of
a plea agreement, said Rebekah
Carmichael, a spokeswoman for the
U.S. Attorney’s Office. While
Brown faces a maximum of 20
years in prison, Carmichael said
prosecutors will recommend a 13-
year sentence when Brown is sen-
tenced on April 17.

The assault occurred June 9,
2010, as Davis was being sentenced
to 10 years in prison on a charge of
being a felon in possession of a
firearm. The judge ordered mar-
shals to remove Brown from the
courtroom, according to the indict-
ment, which was brought against
him, and Brown followed by offer-
ing resistance to the marshals after
he left the the courtroom.

“During the incident, one of the
marshals suffered a broken hand
after Brown fell to the ground,”
said Carmichael. In court on Fri-
day, Brown also admitted ignoring
multiple verbal commands from the
marshals to end his resistance.

Hawkins says he will seek a second term
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Within a week of announcing

his intention to seek re-election,
Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. turned in the petitions which
should allow him to run for a sec-
ond term.

According to the Hawkins cam-
paign, the mayor filed more than
enough signatures with the City
Clerk’s Office for his re-election
bid. The petition submission came
six days after Hawkins launched
his re-election campaign at a city
restaurant.

The City Clerk’s Office said
147 valid signatures, from regis-
tered city voters, are required to be
placed on the May 8 ballot for
mayor and City Council. Hawkins
submitted 164 signatures and
expects to turn in more names.

“The mayor’s campaign volun-
teers are continuing to circulate his
petitions and will file additional
signatures before the March 5th fil-
ing deadline for the May 8th
municipal non-partisan election,” a
Hawkins campaign spokesman
said. “Mayor Hawkins said many
of the petitions were signed at his
campaign announcement when
more than 300 participants heard
top federal, state and county offi-
cials endorse him for re-election.”

Among the political officials at
Hawkins’ announcement were
state Sen. and former Gov. Richard
Codey, Essex County Executive

Joseph DiVincenzo Jr. and East
Orange Mayor Robert Bowser.

“ ‘Results, Not Promises’ is the
theme of my campaign. Despite
hard times, my administration
reduced crime by 23 percent com-
pared to the prior administration;
achieved a current budget with no
increase in the tax levy; made
major progress in redevelopment;

and won major federal, state and
county funding with the help of the
officials who are now endorsing
me,” said Hawkins. “I took office
just as the U.S. economy was
entering the worst conditions since
the 1930s and my administration
spurred redevelopment despite the
difficult economy.”

Hawkins said the first initiative

undertaken by his team focused on
transforming the Orange Police
Department. He said that after he
appointed a new police director,
the department introduced commu-
nity policing, conducted gun buy-
backs, modernized police technol-
ogy and established a street-crimes
unit.

Hawkins also noted what he

scalled  his fiscal accomplish-
ments.

“In 2008, I inherited a budget
with an 18-percent tax increase and
a large structural deficit. Over a
period of three difficult years that
included major cuts in state aid, my
team at City Hall succeeded in dig-
ging Orange out of its deep finan-
cial hole,” said Hawkins. “We
achieved a current budget with no
municipal tax-levy increase, the
first time in over a decade that
taxes in the city are stable, and we
hope to hold the line on taxes in the
2012 budget as well.” 

Faced with declining revenues,
Hawkins said his administration
created public/private partnerships
“to stretch the city’s tax dollars.”

“We partnered with the Barn-
abas Health Care System to provide
health care services to residents of
senior citizens’ housing, recruited
the Heinz Foundation to develop
and finance a program of low-cost
prescription drugs, and created a
partnership to provide technical
assistance and loans to Orange
entrepreneurs,” said Hawkins. 

“Our success in reducing costs,
rehiring laid-off workers, winning
reductions in state-mandated bene-
fit costs, negotiating major work-
rule changes and aggressively pur-
suing federal grants won Orange
significant attention in the national
news media. These are tangible
results that you can see, feel and
touch — not promises.” 

Photo Courtesy Hawkins 2012
Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. presents his nominating petitions to Shirley
Bailey of the City Clerk’s Office. Hawkins announced Jan. 6 his intention to seek
re-election for a second term.

Police chief reviews department in 2011
Robinson credits staff, technologies for another annual decline in crime

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Acting police Chief William
Robinson presented his depart-
ment’s accomplishments and took a
look to the future Tuesday during a
press conference inside police
headquarters.

During the meeting, Robinson
said the technology platform the
department has utilized during the
past decade has delivered other
innovations. The results, he said,
include reducing police-alert time
to one second with little or no
human intervention. 

Those improvements, said
Robinson, resulted in a decrease in
reported crimes between 2011 and
2010. “Any crime that happens is
important to us because they all
involve our residents and our com-
munity,” Robinson said. “In 2011,
we had the lowest crime since
1967. We only had 1,655 crimes
last year. Over 44 years, this is the
least amount of crime that we’ve
had in East Orange. That’s only
because we haven’t gone to the FBI
Uniform Crime Report vault, where
it can show additional years.”

Robinson said that since 2003,
the department has achieved “his-
toric crime reduction milestones”
— approximately 77 percent in

reported crimes — which he said
has helped to restore confidence
among the residents and business
community and improve public
perception about the fear of crime
in East Orange.

“You don’t have to be personal-
ly scared to drive through East
Orange if you’re driving through
East Orange doing the right thing,”
Robinson said.  “You have to worry
about driving through East Orange
doing the wrong thing.”

Robinson said the deployment
of technologies also has had a
financial benefit.

“Additionally, the system has
fostered significant cost savings by
delivering more efficient deploy-
ment of police personnel and
resources,” Robinson said. “In so
doing, the East Orange Police
Department has captured national
and global attention with its pio-
neering efforts, whose impact is
helping transform the culture of
policing and law enforcement.”

Robinson said he is proud of the
reputation for diligence and intelli-
gence-led policing the department
has earned during the last eight
years, including the fact, he said,
that East Orange has become
known for conducting targeted traf-
fic stops on city streets.

Photo By Chris Sykes
Acting East Orange police Chief William Robinson
and Lt. Brian Gregory discuss the information being
transmitted into police headquarters from cameras
within the city.

Milestone marriage

Photo By Glen Frieson
Joshua and Hester Davis Jr., of East Orange receive a resolution from Blonnie
Watson, president of the Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, after the
board honored them on their 60th anniversary during its Dec. 14 meeting.

Gidigbi
receives
petitions

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Stephanie Gidigbi, chief of staff
for Orange Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., may have joined the
run for one of the three at-large
positions on the City Council.

The City Clerk’s Office reported
Tuesday that Gidigbi last week
became the ninth person to receive
petitions from its office. 

The other eight people include
the three incumbents and five chal-
lengers.

Current council members
Donna K. Williams, Elroy Corbitt
and Rayfield Morton reportedly
picked up their petitions Jan. 6. 

The other first-day receivers
included West Ward Councilman
Hassan Abdul-Rasheed, former
West Ward Councilwoman Maria
Van Der Meer, April Gaunt-Butler,
Stephanie Blaine and Dwight
Holmes.


