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CONTROVERSIAL LETTER'S TIMING
GAUSES ORANGE COUNCIL STIR

BY LOCAL TALK STAFF
ORANGE : A nearly  six-year-old
letter pertzimng 1w s City of Ommge
Township councilman’s past brought
controversy and upset to the City Hall
meeting here Jan 17

West Ward residemt Stephanic Blaing
was  allowed by Councill President
Tency Eason o start - but not finish
- her presentstion of a letler regarding
West Ward Councilman Hassan Abdul-
Rasheed during the mecting's citizen
comments segment. The star and stop
werg made by Eason afier consuliaiion
by Attorney Marvin T. Braker and
Legislative  Research Officer Dawayne
0. Warren,

The 15amimute exchange among the
five people involved was sometimes
lond and defensive, leading  Abdul-
Rasheed to apologize in the later
council comment  scgment  for  his
initizl outburst.

Blaine, who was third among a
list of 19 signed speskers, opencd
by saying that she hod conducied an
investigation and found through the
Open Public Records Act an Aug. 2,
206 lewer regarding Abdul-Rasheed
Blainc  asked Eason, as  council
president. if she could read that letter.

“I wonld ask the council presidem
and the attorney to halt the speaker’s
letter reading,” said Abdul-Rasheed. 1
do nol understand wiey this six-vear-
old letter is being presenied fonight.
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{ Comt. from page 2 )

“We'ne  asking  af  the
councilman had lied on his “Whal
candidate applicationform, " said  talking

L. Blaine. “We had a President
whi was nol impeached because

of having oml sex in the White
House but because be lied about
it.” Abdul-Rasheed, a Council
President Last vear, apologized
for his outbursis during ihe
council comments,

She has never called or met me aboul
the letter, nor have 1 ever scen her
in a council meetng before, This is
a means of Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
trying 1o discredin me”

YT don't know  of the  leter’s
content,” said Braker, “so 1 can’t say
il the reading can be stopped.”

“Let’s pause and have the atlorney
read the letter” sid Eason, “and see
il it s derogatory.”

Eason  meamvhile  consulied  a
dictionary on “deragatory” and resd outl
her findings. Every citizen’s comments
portion on the regolar meeting agendn
states,  “Any  derogatory,  abusive
or thremening  stalements will ot
be  permutted.  The clair  (Council
President) will immediately mile such
condoct out of order and terminate
aiy fuher comments”

“There are several definitions,” said
Eason. ~“Derogatory means detmeting
from ihe charcier or sianding of
something. It means cxpressing a low
opinion, disparaging or belitling ™

Braker,  afier  consultaion  with
Warren, opined that the letter reader
may go ahead - 1o which Abdul-
Rasheed objecied.

“The amomey s a  mayodal

appoiniee.” said Abdul-Rasheed, “He
is part of the admmisiration. He works
on behalf of e mayor”

Braker then counter-objectod.

“I serve the people of the Citv of

the speaker  was
about  had  been  Marable. “When we enier public
adjudicmed  vears ago,” said  life, evervthing we do is up 0
Abdul-Raslwed “1've astack of  scruting.”

legal documents aboa ir"”
Abdul-Rasheed
svmpathetic ear with  South
‘Ward colleague and mavoral
candidate Edward Marable, Jr.
“The exchange carlier this
mecting made me think.” said

Orange,” siated Braker

“Let's calm down” said Ensson.
“We the council rely on the attormey
and the legislative research officer for
their legal opinon”

Eason  then wimed back w S
Blainc,

“I'm  allowing you 1o continue "
said Eason, "1 will stop vou should
vou say anyiling derogatory”

Blaine continued by stating that the
Aung. 3. 2006 letter was an opinion by
attomey  Gregory D Winter, of the
Livingston firm Winter & Winkler, fo
City Clerk Dwight Mitchell The keter
was concerning Mara C. Vandermeer
& Hassan Abdul-Rasheed v The City
of Omnge Township.

Mandarmeer and Abdul-Rasheed had
contesied the West Ward council scat
i the May 2006 mumcipal election.
Thalt comest’s resulis were brought
before Stae  Superior  Coort-Mewark
Assignment  Judge Patricia  Costello
for a niling. Coselle  transfemed
Vandermeer and  Abdul-Rasheed 10 a
colleague who evenmally decided thu
voters had clected challenger Abdul-
Rasheed over incumbent Wandermeer,

Wimler. fo Miichell, staied  thas
Abdul-Rasheed  was  ineligible  for
election becanse of staie staiwie NISA
19:4=1 {8). The attomey sud that lis
information  that  Abdul-Rasheed, as
Craig A, Miller, was found guilty of
NISA @A 119-2A and 2A:94-1.1

Eason,  in  her

found &

apening
comments, was both empathetic
and explanatory towands Abdul-
Rasheed. “Politics can be a diry
buginess.” said Eason. “1 cut her
off when her remarks became
derogatory. | lud to let ber talk
uniil then because it's o matier of
Irecdom of speech.” Eason then
tuened 10 prospective municipal

on Sepl. X6, 1995 Abdul-Rasheed.
as Miller, was also found goilty in
Plamficld Municipal Count an Dec. 16,
19735 for 2A:21-20B and 2A:1

Blaine's  reading  of Wi
letter go as far as stating that ope
of the charges “would be a crime of
moral lurpiinde.” when Abdul-Rasheed
objecied once more

“1 ask for a stop” said Abdul-
Rasheed.  “This is a  charmcier
assassination. You know she's mnning
as a counctl candidate.”

“I Tave never disgnised the fact
that I'm mmning for council.” said
Blaing. “Now, Councilman. book me
in the cyc and "

Address all comments 1o the
chair,” said Eason “I'm cutting it off
here and moww, 1 mmst ask why, afier
all this time, vou (Blaine) are bringing
this up. West Ward voters had clected
Abdul-Rasheed in 2006 and reclected
him im 200007

With that, Blaine stcpped away
from the public speakers” podiom
and handed “Local Talk™ a copy of
Winter's letier.

Stephanie  and  husband  Louis
Blaine later told “Local Talk” tha
she is planning to mn as an at-large
council candidaie. She is  cumently
secking signatures for her petition and
is to have her campaign headquariers
behind Vandermeer's bakery.

{ Cond, on page 10 )

candidates and the public.

“This is an election season
from now undil May 8, said
Eason. ~1 will not let these
council meetings  become 1
palitical football field - those
who want 1o do tha have the
newspapers and other ouflets
Be careful of what vou sec and
hear.”




