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Schools to present
art, dance shows

Students in Orange’s public
schools will highlight their
artistic talents during January as
the Visual and Performing Arts
Department presents several
programs inside the auditorium
of the Orange Preparatory
Academy, Central and Lincoln
avenues.

• Orange High School dance
show, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.

• Heywood/Park Avenue
dance show, Jan. 19, 7 p.m.

• Orange Prep dance show,
Jan. 26, 7 p.m.

District will present
Saturday Academy

The Orange School District
will again offer the Orange Sat-
urday Arts Academy for its stu-
dents beginning Jan. 21.

The academy will provide
two eight-week sessions, with
classes in painting, crafts, dance
and private music lessons. The
classes are scheduled for Satur-
days from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Applications and fliers will
be distributed within the
schools. Fees may be charged.

Senior volunteer
program continues

The Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program will match resi-
dents 55 years and older to serv-
ice opportunities in Orange
where their skills and abilities
can be effectively utilized.

Seniors will receive on-the-
job training and supplemental
insurance while on duty. 

Contact the Mayor’s Office
at 973-266-4005 for additional
information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to
eorecord@thelocalsource.com.
For more information, contact
John Zucal, managing editor, at
908-686-7700, ext. 115.

New state NAACP leader election nears
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
After having run a MBA program at a

prominent university in addition to being an
active member in more than one New Jersey
NAACP chapter, Janice Morrell knows the
meaning of “busy.”

Morrell will have to put that hard-won
knowledge to good use Jan. 14 when she trav-
els to Somerset to participate in the statewide
NAACP’s second presidential election in less
than a year as a delegate from the Newark
NAACP chapter. Once she is finished, she said
she will return to Orange to pay her respects to
a fellow NAACP member’s deceased mother’s
memory at a funeral service inside St. Matthew
AME Church.

“Our national office made a ruling calling
for a do-over of the last statewide presidential
election that happened in 2011 solely because
of the disenfranchisement of the members from
Trenton State Prison,” Morrell said Tuesday
night. “I respect their decision insofar as the
prisoners’ votes should not have been discount-
ed.”

Morris said the problem occurred when
statewide President  James Harris did not turn

in the prisoners’ ballots. She said that it is her
understanding that complaints have been filed
with the NAACP’s national office against Har-
ris for that electoral mishap and other mix-ups,
miscues, and seeming acts of malfeasance and
mismanagement that have occurred during his
two terms at the helm of the state chapter of the
nation’s oldest and best known Civil Rights
organization. Going into the Jan. 14 election,
she said that there is a lot of discontent in the
statewide conference about his lack of leader-
ship.

“I understand that the prisoners themselves
are upset because he never paid them any atten-
tion at all but now he’s using them as a reason
to void the last legal election,” Morrell said. “I
told the national office that, by holding a do-
over, what they were essentially doing was
rewarding the person who broke the rules and
disenfranchised them in the first place. The
prisoners noted they have sent many letters to
James Harris to go and meet with them, but he
never responded to them while Rev. Rutherford
has gone down there before. They had to mail
in their votes to a P.O. box only the president of
the New Jersey NAACP had access to. It costs
almost $5 for the prisoners to send any kin a

postal package out of the prison, and for people
making less than $1 an hour for their labor
behind bars, that’s a lot of money.”

The Rev. William Rutherford Sr., of the
Greater New Point Church in Irvington, is chal-
lenging Harris for the statewide presidency. 

Morrell said she is “absolutely incensed”
that the Jan. 14 election is necessary: “We’ll go
through the process on Jan. 14, but we’re not
really happy about it.”

That vote will be followed by Morrell’s
return to Orange.

“For those of us from the Newark chapter,
our 1st Vice President Kathleen Turpin-Mer-
ritt’s mother died over the Christmas holiday,
on Christmas Eve, and her memorial is sched-
uled to take place on the same day as the new
election is set to take place,” said Morrell.
“Now those of us who are going down to Som-
erset to vote are going to have to rush and hurry
so we can do our duties as members and pay our
respects to a dear friend and colleague who is
going through a trying, emotional time that
many of us have been unfortunate enough to
have experienced firsthand. Kathleen was the
primary caregiver for her mother, so she’s real-
ly feeling the pain of her loss right now.”

City’s
visual
history
sought

Tony Monica, known in Orange
for his videos and still photographs
of the city’s history, is presenting a
gathering of Orange residents, past
and present, on Jan. 15 at 3 p.m. at
the YWCA, 395 Main St.

In a statement, Monica urged
planned attendees to bring their
memorabilia of Orange history. He
added they will be able to recon-
nect with old friends and neighbors
while they enjoy food, a slide show,
still photos and videos.

In addition, Monica started a
Facebook page, http://www.face-
book.com/groups/orangenostalgia/
and is a member of another Face-
book page, Who’s From or Lived in
Orange, NJ,  http://www.face-
book.com/groups/orangenj/101505
52208745734/.

“Welcome current and former
Orange residents. We are building
on the efforts you put in to make
this a great city to live in/or have
lived in,” Monica states on his
Facebook page. “Any corner you
stop at has priceless memories to
someone. That’s our goal: to find
the person that’s most knowledge-
able on that location.”

Many of his Monica’s videos
can be found on YouTube at
:http://www.youtube.com/user/ton
ymonicavideo.

Monica served as an engineer
for Comcast, a videographer, tech-
nical consultant for Orange’s
municipal Channel 35 and commu-
nity activist.

A $20 donation is requested to
offset the cost of food, hall and
electronic equipment rental. 

“Technology today allows any-
one to contribute their priceless
media, be it a scanner, camera, CD
or tape. With the social network
Facebook reconnecting family and
friends, this will make it easier for
any and all to meet and contribute.
Our idea is to give them a chance to
meet here in town,” said Monica.
“A few of us already have our col-
lections to bring to the reunion.
Anyone possessing worthwhile
memorabilia please share it with
us.”

Monica added he can be con-
tacted by email at
monicavideo@comcast.net or
orangenostalgia@groups.face-
book.com. for those who have sug-
gestions or want to help in the pro-
gram.

Mayoral hopefuls begin march toward May
Nominating petitions for mayor, City Council positions become available Friday morning

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
will formally announced his inten-
tion to run for re-election on Friday.
He will have at least two chal-
lengers who will attempt to unseat
him.

According to the City Clerk’s
Office, nominating petitions for
residents interested in the mayor’s
or one of the three at-large City
Council seats in the May municipal
election will be available on Friday
morning.

Based on voter turnout in the
last municipal election, there were
14,678 registered voters in Orange,
according to the Clerk’s Office.
That means anyone who seeks a
position will need to get 147 signa-
tures — 1 percent of the voters.

All the prospective candidates
will be given sheets for at least 200
signatures, the clerk’s office said.
The filing deadline is March 5.

Two men have announced their
mayoral challenges: South Ward
Councilman Edward Marable and
former city municipal court judge
and current City Council legislative

researcher Dwayne Warren.
Marable was the first to pro-

claim his desire to run for mayor as
far back as the end of 2010, when at
least one of his council colleagues,
At Large Councilwoman Donna K.
Williams, endorsed him. So far,
Marable has created a Facebook
page for his campaign.

Meanwhile, the news of War-
ren’s candidacy has been spreading

by word of mouth since the start of
2011. He hails from a political fam-
ily that included an ex-mayor and a
former state assemblyman. He has
formed a campaign website.

Warren is rumored to have
secured the support of former
Assemblyman Willis Edwards of
East Orange, who served in 2002 to
2005. Although neither Warren nor
Edwards could be reached by press

time, it would place him on an
equal footing with Hawkins. Attor-
ney Eldridge Hawkins Sr., was an
assemblyman during the 1970s.

At Large Councilman Elroy
Corbitt, who has already signed
onto the Warren campaign as a
member of his slate of candidates,
said the fact Marable faces negative
rumors regarding his run for mayor
should be a cause for concern for

him and anyone thinking about
supporting him. Allegations
include a supposed riff about not
being nominated for the municipal
judge position when it was vacant
in 2011.

Marable could not be reached
for comment by press time, but
Warren may have some election
issues of his own with which  to
deal, according to former Council-
man William Lewis. During a 2011
council meeting, Lewis asked the
council if there was a conflict with
Warren working for the council
while he was running for mayor.

“The conflict comes from the
fact that he is supposed to be giving
the council unbiased legal opinions
to help them do their jobs. How do
we know he’s giving them the best
possible advice and not something
that might be beneficial to him by
either causing friction between the
council and the mayor or making
the mayor look bad,” Lewis said.
“That is a legitimate concern.
Apparently it doesn’t seem to both-
er any of the council members
because they haven’t said or done
anything about it as far as I know.”

Elroy Corbitt Dwight Holmes Edward Marable

Singing in a winter wonderland

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
With their instructor, Vanessa Lim, at the piano, the Park Avenue Chorus performs during the school’s winter
concert in December. Photographs from other school concerts are inside today’s newspaper.

Longtime resident
seeks photos for
event at YWCA


